
I really enjoy looking through this annual publication 
to see all the fantastic learning experiences offered 
throughout the year. It also communicates to 
parents, and the wider community, information on 
the school’s performance and our achievements. 

In 2014, Mount Hawthorn took part in an 
external review after receiving Independent 
Public Schools status after three years. The 
Independent Review highlighted that our school is 
embracing its visions and celebrates and values 
student’s efforts, progress and successes. They 
noted our comprehensive self-review cycle, 
our curriculum, including a range of specialist 
subjects, which challenges and engages students 
and a personalised approach to student/teacher 
relationships as a key element of the school. The 
Review concluded that we are in a position to 
sustain and improve our performance.

The school was very pleased to receive 
commendations for our comprehensive data 
review cycle, our Phase of Learning Strategic 
Plans, our Students At Educational Risk 
Processes, our collaborative and distributed 
leadership model, our strategies to engage parents 
and the community and for developing a positive 
environment for students.

Looking forward, the school will address the areas 
for improvement raised in the Independent Review, 
by including in our next Business Plan targets 
that are measurable and achievable and include 

non-academic student achievement. We will also 
develop targets for further integration with the 
Education Support Centre.

Planning has commenced for the next three 
year plan and has involved input from the school 
community including students. It has been pleasing 
to see that the feedback reinforces the need to 
make sure programs cater for the development 
of the whole child. We will continue to ensure the 
curriculum caters for the individual needs of all our 
students. 

2014 is a historic year with the transition of 
both Year 6 and 7 students going to secondary 
school. This year we are saying farewell to one 
hundred and twenty outstanding students. They 
leave well prepared for the next stage of their 
education, through the work of dedicated staff and 
committed, strong community support throughout 
their primary education. We wish them the best 
and look forward to catching up with them at the 
next school fair.

I would also like to acknowledge the amazing 
volunteers, who are essential to the school, 
especially in times of change in education. 

On a personal note, I would like to wish everyone 
a wonderful summer break and remind all students 
to stay in their pyjamas, read books and play.

Dale Mackesey

MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Together towards the future
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Kindergarten Orange has been travelling around the 
world this term. We have “visited” exciting places 
such as Scotland, France, Italy, Africa and India. We 

concluded our 
tour back in 
Australia for 
two weeks. 
During our 
time away 
we sampled 
food from 
the country 
we were in, 
participated in 
art and craft 
activities, learnt 
some greetings 
in different 
languages 
and learnt 
some dances 
and songs. 
The children 

were able to share their families’ cultural diversity 
and we developed a strong sense of connectedness 
to the members of our class - a shared identity as 
Australians. 

Around the World
Kindy Orange, Mrs Spencer

The children from all the kindergarten groups were very 
excited to dress up as their favourite book character. In 
kindy blue we had a number of scary pirates, beautiful 
fairies, Thomas the tank engine, Cat in the hat, a Cow 
from who sank the boat, Max from the wild things, 
Where’s Wally, Rapunzel, some Super Heroes and a 
couple of happy Lala Loopsy girls. 

In the morning the children paraded their costumes 
for each other and told us why they liked their book 
character. The children also brought in their most loved 
book to share at rest time and to draw a picture from. 
We also got into the spirit of book week by enjoying as 
many of our favourite stories as we could read in one 
day including read along CD stories, musical stories 
and our class favourite Little Lumpty.

Dress Up Day for Book Week
Kindy Blue, Mrs Jacquard
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School Board
Michael Jenkin, Chair
The Board’s structure

The Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board serves 
both the Mount Hawthorn Primary School and the 
Mount Hawthorn Education Support Centre and 
currently has 11 members made up as follows:

• 2 x Principals of the Schools (members by virtue 
of their positions)

• 5 x Parent reps (elected by parents of students 
at the Schools)

• 3 x Staff reps (elected by staff of the Schools)
• 1 x P & C representative (elected by the P & C)

The Board’s role

The Board is governed by the Act and by it’s “Terms 
of Reference”. Board members are also required to 
observe the Board’s “Code of Conduct” – copies of 
which are available on the Schools’ website.

The Board’s role is very clearly set out in the School 
Education Act 1999. We are required to help the 
Schools deliver a quality education experience to our 
children by:

• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities 
and policies of the Schools;

• planning for and approving School budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our Schools in 

achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our Schools within community.

Importantly, the Act prevents the Board from getting 
involved in the day to day management and/or control 
of the Schools.

What has the Board been up to recently?

Some of the things your Board has been working on 
include:

• participating in the IPS school review process 
which was a comprehensive audit of all aspects 
of the Schools and their activities;

• Working with the City of Vincent to develop a 
traffic plan for the campus;

• Conducting surveys of the parents and student 
communities;

• Strengthening links with community groups 
including the local RSL sub-branch;

• Developing the 2015-2018 Business Plans for 
the Schools;

• Further strengthening the relationship between 
the Schools; 

• monitoring the budgets of the Schools;
• working on the campus behavior management 

policy
• working on issues relating to the campus master 

plan; and
• working on the school reporting policy.

Board meetings

Your Board meets approximately 6 times during the 
year on Wednesday evenings.  All of our meetings are 
open and we warmly welcome you to come along and 
see what occurs at these meetings.



K
indergarten

Play is 
serious 
business.  
Setting 
up the 
environment 
to stimulate 
imagination, 
interaction 
and 
thinking is a 

significant role of staff in early childhood settings.  At 
kindy this term the children have been immersed in the 
hive of activity at the Margaret Kindergarten Hospital.  
The children have been busily role-play writing to 
make up 
scripts for 
medicine 
and 
filling out 
important 
medical 
details 
for the 
patients 
in their 
care. The 
doctors and nurses at the Margaret Kindergarten 
hospital are well known for their exemplary bedside 
manner and have even been reading stories to the 
sick babies and teaching them how to rhyme!  One of 
the patients had a “grommet which had come away 
from the drum”, requiring a lot of investigation and 
discussion by a large team of doctors and several 
bandaids to remedy the problem. 

Playing Hospitals
Kindy Yellow, Mrs Smart

Kindy Purple’s favourite things this year included 
celebrating birthdays, outdoor play and welcoming our 
parent helpers. We loved 
our changing home corners 
that included a jungle, a 
vet, a restaurant, a castle, 
a hospital and ambulance. 
But our favourite was our 
Santa’s Workshop! Kindy 
Purple were a fantastic 
team who worked together, 
played together and will 
always be friends.

Our Favourite Things
Kindy Purple, Mrs Davidson

As part of our maths and science investigations Kindy  
green has had lots of fun building towers. One of our 
challenges was to build a structure using spaghetti 
and marshmallows as the only materials. The children  
worked with a partner and experimented with all kinds 
of shapes and structures. 
It was a great way for the 
children to experiment, 
problem solve and 
collaborate. (A big challenge 
was also to have some 
marshmallows left to work 
with as some mysteriously 
disappeared!!) 

Our final challenge for the 
topic was “To build a tower 
that touched the ceiling.”  
The materials used were 
playdough and straws. 
The children used their 
knowledge of shapes learnt from our previous tower 
building and balancing activities to build many creative 
and innovative masterpieces. Assisted by a very keen 
parent we achieved our challenge by arranging all our 
structures together to have our very original tower 
reach our class ceiling. The artistic designers in our 
class then had great fun decorating our tower to give it 
the finishing touches. It was a fantastic team effort by 
Kindy Green.

Building Towers
Kindy Green, Mrs Sell

In our active learning environment we were 
encouraged to explore, engage and enjoy 2014.

Belonging, Being, Becoming
Kindy Red, Mrs Grace
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On the 1st of September our Dads were invited to 
come into school and participate in our Father’s Day 
wood working 
incursion. 
Together 
students and 
dads completed 
a design of what 
they wanted 
to create using 
the wood and 
other materials 
located in our 
classroom. 
Once our 
designs were 
completed we 
moved outside 
to where the 
wood work 
benches and 
wood working 
equipment were set up for us. Greg and Thom from 
The Joy of Wood had a quick chat of safety rules 
and how to use the different tools available, they also 
showed us a few ideas that we could make. All the 
students enjoyed spending quality time with their Dads 
and Grandpas throughout the session and created 
pieces of wood work that they were all very proud of.

Wood Working Incursion
Pre-primary, Room 16, Mrs Ward & Miss Grace

During Numeracy Week all the Pre-primarys combined 
to celebrate the fun to be had in maths. Each room 
was set up as a learning area under the strands of: 
number & algebra, statics & probability, measurement 
& geometry. The children worked on a rotational 
basis through each room and their response was full 
of enthusiasm. They enjoyed being involved in all the 
rooms and asked to participate in another one.  Their 
new saying was maths rocks!

One of the highlights this year for Room 15 has been 
the Scholastic Key Links big books which we have 
enjoyed reading a long and acting out the stories 

using a range of 
props. The children 
have enjoyed 
the wonderfully 
illustrated, fun plot 
lines, rhyme and 
alliteration that is 
used in each and 
every big book. It 
has encouraged 
our class to write 
some big books of 
our own, develop 
excellent oral 
language and 
emergent reader 
skills as well as 
nurturing the 

children’s love of reading! Pictured here are pictures 
from “Windy Day” and “Pirate Polly” which were two of 
our favourite big books of the year!  It is great to see 
that books still have such meaning and relevance in the 
early years and beyond!

Scholastic Big Books
Pre-primary, Room 15, Miss Pizzino & Miss Grace

Monster Maths
Pre-primary, Room 17, Mrs Lawrence & Mrs Jones

In support of the school priority on reading the pre-
primary children from room 18 created a series of 
class books based on a range of experiences that 
the children had been engaged in. These included 

the rules of 
use of the bike 
track, a button 
sorting activity 
from maths, 
Silly Sock Day, 
Twinkling Toes 
plus visits from 
parents during 
science week.

As the year 
progressed 
the children 

created more and more of the text so that the finished 
books were a true reflection of their ability, knowledge 
and understanding of the process of reading and 
creating texts.

The books provided a rich learning opportunity for the 
children to share with their families and also reinforce a 
variety of important literacy skills. The children became 
very adept at reading their class books and in support 
of our commitment to sustainable practices the books 
were not laminated and after hours of being shared 
they are looking very dog eared, a sign of a book well 
read and enjoyed.

The More You Read
Pre-primary, Room 18, Mrs Kerr & Mrs Jones



fabulous day for everyone, and we all enjoyed it.

For our School Faction Carnival, all factions competed 
head to head, and the final score was very close. The 
bonus points shield went to Axford, who’s cheering 
earned them many points. Shakespeare won in the 
end and their many victories put them out on top. 
Everyone 
worked 
super hard 
and it was a 
great day for 
all who went. 

This year Mt 
Hawthorn 
hosted the 
Interschool 
Carnival and we sent down our biggest team of 
competitors yet. The year 6/7 teams and the 4/5 
teams were mostly victorious, and all our sprinters 
did so well. The events held in this year’s interschool 
carnival were pass ball, leader ball, tunnel ball, sprints 
and corner spry.  Everyone did amazingly and they 
should be proud of themselves. Unfortunately, Mt 
Hawthorn did not have a win, but Wembley did. 
We are incredibly proud of our school and what an 
amazing job they did hosting. Bridgette Harch and 
Kate Bramley

calendars. Year 2 students knowledge of colour and 
colour mixing is evident in their colourful compositions 
based on Henri Matisse. The year 3 students have 
become experts at drawing faces and developing a 
number of different techniques for completing their 
compositions.  Not only have our year 4’s written and 
illustrated outstanding stories they have developed 
printmaking skills focusing on Sydney Nolan’s 
paintings of Ned Kelly. The year 5 students have 
discovered the joys of paint mixing to create chromatic 

grays and used this knowledge 
to paint an abstract composition 
using water colour paints.  Their 
ceramics skills have improved 
immensely and all the students 
were able to create beautiful clay 
cottages. The year 6 students 
have continued to develop an 
understanding of line and its 
uses in drawing and creating art 
compositions. Some students 

have been able to create an animal sculpture using 
paper spills as the construction medium and others 
have created masks and shields. The year 7 students 
have studied techniques for drawing self-portraits 
focusing on correct proportions. This has enabled 
them to show a high level of skills when painting their 
self -portraits onto canvas. Amazing! 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work, 
enthusiasm and persistence, shown by all students. 
You have all demonstrated you are willing to take 
up the many challenges offered to you in creating 
beautiful artworks.

S
port

2014 has been a great year for carnivals, with the 
Swimming Carnival, Winter Carnival, our School 
Faction Carnival and the Interschool Athletics Carnival.

This year’s Swimming Carnival was a big success, with 
Braithwaite winning its first carnival in 7 years! Everyone 
worked very hard and results were extremely close.  

We had so many 
amazing swimmers 
and our very best 
athletes competed 
in the Interschool 
Swimming Carnival, 
which was held at 
Challenge Stadium. 
Mt Hawthorn 
received second 
place and our 
amazing swimmers 
worked very hard. In 
Term 2, all students 
from years 6 and 
7 competed in a 
winter carnival, 

where we had the opportunity to compete in the sports 
modcrosse, netball, football and soccer.  A lot of our 
teams came out victorious, with netball B, C and D, 
our footy team and our soccer A with a win. It was a 

Carnivals

This year we were awarded an Artist In Resident (AIR) 
grant.  This grant enabled us to employ two amazing 
author / illustrators, James Folley and Briony Stewart. 
The project explored the connection people have 
to their community and how universal truths can be 
found within individual experiences. James and Briony 
taught the students a range of writing and illustrating 
techniques enabling them to compile a personal 
collection of stories and illustrations. All the stories in 
the collection are site-specific . The stories are about 
children’s 
experiences in 
the school and 
the surrounding 
community, as 
well as historical 
experiences of 
past residents. 
The sites 
have been 
selected by 
the children and cover numerous locations across the 
school and Mt Hawthorn surrounds. The stories have 
been collated to form an interactive digital collection 
which can be accessed at certain sites using a QR 
code or through the school web site.  The project is 
a celebration of storytelling, illustrating, reading and 
connecting to places of childhood significance. 

A snapshot of the year levels: Another year has flown 
by and we continue to see amazing art from all our 
students. Year 1 students have been developing 
skills in cutting, gluing, colouring and simple painting 
techniques which will be seen in their seasonal 

Visual Arts
Mrs Edmiston, Art Specialist
A
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Western Australian Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2014
In 2014 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables below 
indicate the 2013 NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and Numeracy. 

Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5, from Year 5 to 7 is based on student matching 
rather than cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the SEI (Socio Economic Index). The SEI 
is an index of socio-economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, family 
income and single parent family.

Proficiency Bands

Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing levels 
of skills and understandings.

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 3 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 31% 29% 13% 45% 48% 23% 13% 15% 7% 27% 39% 19% 40% 48% 25%

5 26% 34% 21% 28% 21% 17% 51% 47% 33% 28% 27% 22% 25% 25% 19%

4 25% 20% 23% 11% 18% 23% 17% 27% 25% 19% 21% 23% 17% 14% 21%

3 11% 13% 23% 9% 8% 16% 15% 8% 21% 16% 7% 14% 7% 8% 16%

2 6% 4% 15% 6% 3% 12% 4% 3% 8% 7% 5% 15% 10% 4% 11%

1 1% 0% 5% 1% 1% 10% 0% 1% 6% 3% 0% 7% 1% 1% 8%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8-10 13% 27% 9% 30% 33% 13% 8% 10% 4% 12% 22% 10% 33% 31% 16%

7 27% 22% 12% 34% 21% 15% 23% 23% 11% 36% 37% 24% 31% 24% 19%

6 36% 32% 27% 22% 25% 24% 34% 33% 24% 33% 24% 25% 16% 23% 21%

5 12% 15% 25% 7% 14% 23% 28% 28% 39% 10% 11% 21% 13% 10% 20%

4 6% 4% 17% 7% 6% 15% 6% 4% 12% 6% 5% 11% 4% 5% 14%

1-3 6% 1% 9% 0% 1% 10% 1% 2% 12% 4% 1% 9% 4% 2% 10%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 7 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9-10 46% 33% 11% 38% 26% 10% 14% 10% 4% 29% 29% 11% 37% 32% 11%

8 31% 27% 14% 25% 26% 15% 35% 22% 12% 35% 30% 22% 31% 24% 16%

7 17% 24% 24% 25% 27% 26% 34% 32% 22% 28% 23% 24% 20% 25% 25%

6 6% 11% 28% 9% 16% 27% 17% 24% 26% 8% 12% 20% 6% 10% 19%

5 0% 5% 19% 3% 4% 16% 0% 12% 25% 0% 4% 15% 6% 7% 19%

1-4 0% 1% 4% 0% 1% 6% 0% 1% 11% 0% 3% 10% 0% 3% 10%
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Western Australian Science and S & E Testing 2014
In 2014 testing in the Science and Society & Environment learning areas for all Year  5 and Year 7 students in all 
Western Australian schools no longer took place.

Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report 
grades. We collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to 
moderate student achievements with all primary students in Semester 1. In all learning areas and all year levels 
MHPS compared favourably to other schools. This information could also be compared with NAPLAN results of 
similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will be available in 2015 using Semester 2 2014 report 
information.

Grade Distribution

2014 was the last year for a Year 7 cohort in 
Government Primary Schools. Because of this 
students in Years 6 & 7 will graduate from Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School and move into various high 
schools. 

In 2014 Mount Hawthorn Primary School had 
67 students in Year 7. 66 of those will attend a 
Government High School in 2015: 47 students to 
Churchlands SHS, 8 to Mount Lawley SHS, 9 to Perth 
Modern School and 2 to John Curtin College of the 
Arts.

Of the 62 students in Year 6 at Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School in 2014, 51 of those will attend a 
Government High School in 2015. 36 students to 
Churchlands SHS, 8 to Mount Lawley SHS, 1 to Perth 
Modern School, 1 to John Curtin College of the Arts 
and 5 to Shenton College.

Destination High Schools

Current staffing allocations for the MHPS are detailed 
in the table below. 

Staff Allocation

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 4 2.0

Total Administration 5 3.0

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 teachers 5 3.7

Teachers 48 34.8

Total Teaching Staff 53 38.5

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 6 3.6

Gardening Maintenance 2 0.9

Other non-teaching staff 18 12.6

Total school support staff 26 17.1

TOTAL 84 58.6

All the teaching staff meet the requirements to teach in 
Western Australian schools and are registered with the 
Western Australian College of teaching.

Staff Qualifications

All teaching staff have engaged in professional learning 
linked to the system priorities and school priorities 
included: Australian Curriculum – Maths, Science, 
History, English, Early Years Learning Framework 
(EYLF), Medical Anaphylaxis and Epilepsy, Electronic 
Whiteboards, ICT, GROWTH Coaching

Staff Professional Learning

The attendance rates for this year are not available 
until the conclusion of the school year. Further 
information regarding this data will be available on the 
school website Term 1 2014. 

Student Attendance Rates

R
eporting

2015 Destination Year 7 Students

Churchlands SHS, 47

John Curtin, 2

Mt Lawley SHS, 8

Perth Modern School, 9

2015 Destination Year 6 Students

Churchlands SHS, 36

John Curtin, 1

Mt Lawley SHS, 8

Perth Modern School, 1

Shenton College, 5



The children in Room 4 engaged in creating an 
adventure story based on the virtues of co-operation, 
respect, honesty and friendship. Each child created 
their own character in the story and contributed 
illustrations for what became a book. It was dedicated 
to their dads for Father’s Day and became the 
inspiration for their assembly item.

Mrs Holland, on long service leave, from Kindergarten 
helped all the children sew parts of their costume on 
the sewing machine.  It was a busy time outfitting the 
many book characters who work together to rescue 
their friends from a lonely, angry and envious dragon 
and in the process draw the dragon into their friendship 
group. “Trouble in Mount Hawthorn” is a must read for 
all ages.

Room 1 have been very busy reading Charlotte’s Web. 
Our assembly item was based on the story and the 

children really did a fantastic job of presenting it to the 
school. We have learnt how to write an information 
report related to spiders and have based many 
language, science and other learning areas on the 
theme of farms. The children grew their own wheat 
and learnt how flour and bread are made. Our visit to 
Landsdale farm fitted in beautifully with our learning 
and the children had a fun filled and very busy day at 
the farm. They were able to pat many animals, visit 
the garden area, grind wheat into flour and participate 
in many educational activities in the resource centre, 
which directly related to our class programme. We 
finished the term watching the movie of Charlotte’s 
Web, which was enjoyed by all. The children have 
certainly earned a well deserved rest!

Charlotte’s Web
Year 1, Room 1, Mrs Psaltis-Watkins & Mrs Coote

Trouble in Mount Hawthorn
Year 1, Room 4, Mrs Cromb & Mrs Leonzini

In term three, Room 19 explored the theme of 
‘Garden’. They were able to experience it first-hand, 
as they planted their own class garden; caring for it 
each day and eagerly awaiting the yummy fruit and 
vegetables to enjoy for their class Crunch and Sip.

The garden theme spilled into many of their learning 
experiences, where students created poems, stories, 
number problems and science reports about the 
mini beasts that can be found in your garden. They 
created Powerpoint presentations describing their 
favourite insect and went on a wonderful excursion to 
Landsdale Farm where they were inspired by the many 
different vegetable gardens. Room 19 discovered 
the fun and satisfaction that can be had when 
growing and eating your own vegetables, but also 
the difficulties to be had when sharing your garden 
with creepy crawlies. Over the holidays the little green 
caterpillars devoured the Kale and Broccoli plants, 
leaving very little for the class to enjoy. However this 
added to class investigations as students researched 
and trialled various organic methods for deterring 
the white moth to lay its eggs. The success of 
these strategies are yet to be determined and in 
the meantime 
the ‘Caterpillar 
Control Unit’ will 
continue to monitor 
the greenery for 
invaders. Room 19 
have explored the 
concept of self-
sustainability and 
its importance in 
such a disposable 
society. Students 
were given the 
opportunity to 
educate their 
families and start 
their own vegetable 
patch at home, with 
their own seedlings 
which they had 
personally planted 
and cared for in 
a class science 
experiment.

Garden
Year 1, Room 19, Mrs Vearing
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Y
ear 1

Yesterday the 
whole school went 
to the Faction 
Carnival and we 
went to a park 
called Menzies 
Park. I was in two 
events and they 
were called tunnel ball and bean bag shuttle.  At lunch 
time I got to have lunch with Tia and her mum and 
sister.  But my lunch melted so Tia’s mum got me a 
cupcake and it was the best cupcake ever. I felt so 
happy when I got to do tunnel ball with all my friends. 
Kealey

At Menzies Park we had a Faction Carnival with 
everyone in grade one. I really liked playing tunnel ball 
because I came first in tunnel ball and I saw my buddy 
and I gave my buddy her present.  I felt very nervous 
and I felt tired. Gabby

Yesterday the whole school went to the Faction 
Carnival at Menzies Park. We sat in bays and my bay 
was blue faction.  I got Three ribbons and it was first, 
second and fourth. I saw my buddy Ryan and I also 
saw my mum. I felt happy when I had lemonade and a 
cupcake. Aiden

Faction Carnival
Year 1, Room 3, Mrs Denniss

Room 6 went on an excursion to Landsdale Farm 
School with all the Year 1 students. In their own 
words: 

We went on a bus, it took a long time. In the barn 
we learnt lots of facts. The lamb was called Ruby, 
the adult goat was called Naughty Norman. The 

rabbits were for 
sale, they cost $25. 
There were lots of 
chickens walking 
around. I touched 
a chicken. We saw 
piglets, one was 
very big, one was 
middle-sized. We 

went on a cart ride which was bumpy. The rules were 
to keep your hands and feet in the cart, and your 
body too. We looked at some parrots and one was 
saying hello. At the Resource Centre there were lots 
of activities about animals and plants. We had damper 
with golden syrup and honey, I had 4 pieces. The 
turkeys were funny. A goat stepped on me. On the 
gnome hunt there was a gnome with a shovel and one 
with a ladybug on its shoulder. I felt happy that day. It 
was fantastic.

Landsdale Farm
Year 1, Room 6, Mrs Emery
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Our P&C
Tim Swart, P&C President
The MHPS P&C is the voluntary organisation 
that operates your canteen and uniform services, 
coordinates fundraising and community events and 
provides support for projects that complement the 
running of the school campuses. Often this includes 
providing resources and amenities that further enhance 
our children’s school life though in reality it’s also 
about the diversity of skills that collide together in the 
playground, at a general meeting or a even social 
gathering that spark ‘special things’ to happen. 

We are fortunate to be part of a wider school 
community that enjoys the benefits of dedicated 
parent liaisons, a committed School Board and a 
Principal and teaching staff second to none. For most, 
it’s a significant part of why we chose this wonderful 
school and as an Independent Public School it it’s the 
community effort that will keep it performing strongly. 

Amidst the building works, cake stalls, disco 
fundraising, and parent events there has been a lot of 
effort in managing change in 2014. Sarah Wiggett has 
taken the lead in our Canteen that now caters to 700 
kids and an extended lunch period. Maree Pickens 
and her team of volunteers have dutifully catered to 
the challenges of the double cohort exit and continue 
to provide a fantastic Uniform Shop service, whilst our 
Hon Treasurer Rachelle Rose and bookkeeper Trudy 
Drabble have kept our business running smoothly 
despite the challenges we put before them.

P&C also tried a few new things; in particular where 
student leaders presented initiatives to a P&C General 
Meeting that founded the start of new projects to 
improve the grounds and the way in which they are 

used. We also held a highly successful faction carnival 
cake stall, setting a high mark for 2015 and a school 
camp out evening in October that provided smiles for 
big and small kids. Adding to this, Alex Castle and 
her team brought together the school chef ‘brains 
trust’ and committed to a second edition of the 
Recipe Book - a wonderful legacy for the entire school 
community.

On the horizon for 2015 your P&C has already 
committed funding to the school Pirate Cove and 
Friendship Garden projects. We are planning a musical 
sundowner for late February, reinvigorating grounds 
areas impacted building projects and planning the 
running of a School Fair in early Term 4. It’s true, we 
try to have a bit of fun along the way and certainly 
a community of volunteers can get big and small 
projects done with great gusto. 

Closing the door on 2014 at Mount Hawthorn will see 
the departure of 120 plus students, and the farewelling 
of many parents that have been with the school for up 
to 10 years. On behalf of the P&C Executive I would 
like to thank them for their time, advice, good humour 
and support in the many little things that the P&C 
seeks to achieve around this busy school. 

Don’t despair new parents, there is plenty planned for 
2015, big and small so come along to the AGM early 
in the New Year and participate in P&C generation 
next. Have a safe and happy holiday season with your 
family.
Annual General Meeting: Monday February 23, 2015



Room 10 has had a fantastic year in 2014. We have 
been learning about 2-D and 3-D shapes. 

We have investigated the sides, corners, edges 
and faces. We have also looked at the net of each 

shape and how big the shapes really are. We have 
been learning to draw, label, identify and differentiate 
between 2-D and 3-D objects.

We did lots of ”hands-on” work as well and had fun 
making 3D shapes from playdough, cardboard and 
matchsticks. It was great 
to see everyone having so 
much fun while they were 
learning!

We have also been visiting 
our friends at the Education 
Support Centre and joining 
in on some great activities. 
We have been involved in 
their “Jiggle Jam” exercise 
programme with the 
children teaching Room 10 
all the moves. We were also 
lucky enough to make 3-D objects from marshmallows 
and kebab sticks. All the children made some really 
awesome shapes and objects. Our visits have really 
helped develop positive relationships between both 
the children and adults and has resulted in the children 
socialising at break times.

We are hoping to look at similar objects in our local 
environment and at home to see what they are being 
used for. We will then be able to find out all the 
different uses for our shapes! 
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On Monday 11th August students from Room 8 
participated in a fun, engaging measurement activity.  
Students worked co-operatively in small groups to 
measure the length and width of each other’s shoes 
using appropriate uniform units. They were then 
required to design their 
own dream shoe to 
discuss and share with 
the class.

During “Numeracy 
Week” Room 8 
students completed a 
measurement task for 
the start of Spring.  They 
were required to design 
their own 2D flower 
vase. They measured 
the length, width and 
perimeter of their vase 
and also worked out the 
range of lengths of the 
flowers in the vase.

Measurement
Year 2, Room 8, Mrs Crombie & Mrs Breen

In Year 2 we have been learning about Physical 
Sciences. During our unit of work we learnt about 
gravity, movement and how a push or a pull affects 

how an object moves or changes shape. As a major 
part of our learning we worked on our individual 
projects of making a toy that either used a push or pull 
or both to make it move.

When our toys were complete we put on a “Toy Fair” 
and invited family and friends to come and see our 
amazing toys. The level of effort the children put in was 
outstanding and the deep knowledge and intellectual 
understandings they displayed are to be commended.

Toy Fair
Year 2, Room 7, Mrs Lewis-Russell

2D & 3D Objects
Year 2, Room 10, Mrs Hottes & Mrs Lewis



Book week is eagerly awaited by students and 
teachers each year as we all have fun deciding what 
character are going to dress up as and what book the 
character appears in. This year the parade was held 
out on the tiger turf on Wednesday 20th August.

Our costumes were simply amazing, including Mitchell 
as Captain Underpants , Priya as the Cat from “The 
Cat in the Hat”, Lauren as Ivy from “Ivy and Bean”, Will 
as the Bear from “Brave”, Karl as a Power Ranger, 
Bella as Madeleine, Oliver as Rodeo Ron from “Rodeo 
Ron and his Milkshake Cows”, Darcy as a soccer 
player from “The World Cup” book, Cassia as Scar 
Face Claw from “Hairy McLairy”, May as Fern from 
“Charlotte’s Web”, Drew as Arturo from “Rumble in 
the Jungle”, Max as a Ghost from “Goosebumps”, 
Amelie as Red Riding Hood, Omar as Messi from 
“The Soccer World Cup” book, Mia as Billie B. Brown, 
Clementine as Elsa from “Frozen”, Kade as Horeando 

Book Week
Year 2, Room 11, Mrs Bodycoat & Mrs Samuel

Library

In 2014, the Harbeck Centre continued to be a hive of 
activity and the hub of the school with school banking, 
mentoring,  computer lessons and library sessions 
making this a very dynamic place in which to learn. Fun 
activities were had by all as we learned more about 
developing 
lifelong reading 
habits and how 
to improve our 
ICT skills.

Students have 
learnt what 
an amazing 
system the 
Dewey system 
can be and 
even performed 
a play and 
sang a song 
about it. Year 7 
students honed 
their research 
skills and have 
become adept 
at referencing 
their work 
using the 
citations and 
bibliography 
section in Microsoft Word. One student’s family were 
really glad she shared her new found skills as they 
were university students and made the comment they 
wished they’d known how to use this reference tool 
years ago! 

Year 4 students got the opportunity to read the West 
Australian newspaper each week as we followed the 
exciting weekly editions of the novel Shimmer, written 
by two West Australian sisters. Year 5’s became 
involved in a genre bingo game where they had to 

Harbeck Centre
Mrs Galbraith, Mrs Kelly & Mrs Hogg

select a book from a different genre each week. After 
graphing their favourite genres, Mystery was declared 
the winner.

We had amazing guest speakers who generously 
shared their time, experiences and knowledge. Liz 
Connell from the Vincent Library opened our eyes to 
the magical world of free e-books available from our 
local library.  After learning about Vincent library’s 
extensive list of free e-books, year 7’s downloaded the 
over drive app onto the senior school tablets during 
a library lesson. They soon discovered the wonderful 
world of being able to browse books online and 
download one for free as long as they were a member 
of the Vincent library. 

As part of International Refugee week in June, 
Tichaona Mazhawidza, Project Officer for Cultural 
Fusion, spoke to years 5, 6 and 7 classes about 
the human face of what it meant to be a refugee. 
Their interest was palpable with many in depth and 
insightful questions being asked. After visiting several 
schools that week, Tich, as he preferred to be known, 
later wrote back to say how special he thought our 
students were. Then again, we know that!

Book fair was again a resounding success with over 
$2000 worth of books given to our school due to our 
fund raising efforts. A huge thank you goes to every 
child who bought a book and to all those parents who 
helped during the week. Book week was also a lot of 
fun with the theme: Connect to Books. We certainly 
did that by providing a circus tent roof in the library 
to highlight our top 100 books and by volunteering 
to write book reviews about our favourite books and 
place them around the Harbeck Centre. 

As far as favourite and amazing people go, we don’t 
have to look any further than Madeleine and Julie, our 
school librarians. They are always willing to help and 
have a smile to brighten any day. What would we do 
without them! They are truly the hub and the centre of 
our very wonderful Harbeck Centre.

from “Horeando’s Curse”, Hannah as Billie B. Brown, 
Miah as Elsa from “Frozen”, Harry as a pirate captain 
from “The Pirates”, Rafe as Draco Malfoy from “Harry 
Potter”, Mackenzie came as Hello Kitty from “Hello 
Kitty”, Alex as Captain Jack Sparrow from “Pirates 
of the Caribbean”, Kate as Emily from “Emily and the 
China Horse” and Stella as Hermione from “Harry 
Potter”.
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On Friday 23rd May the Year 3 students from Rooms 
14 and 26 went on an excursion to the Sawyer’s 
Valley Olden Days School. The students from Room 
12 and 33 went on the following Monday. We had 
been learning about the Olden Days in History so this 
excursion was great for us to see what it was like to 
live during that time.

We left school 
at 8.50am on 
the bus which 
took about 
40 minutes 
to get there. 
Once we 
were there we 
were split into 
groups. We 
had to rotate 
through four 
different 
activities 
throughout 
the day. 

The first 
activity 
that we 
participated in 
was learning 

how to wash and dry clothes. We used a washboard 
and soap to scrub the clothes then rinsed them with 
clean water. We had to hang the clothes up to dry on 
some rope and peg them with dolly pegs. It was hard 
work!

The next activity was pretending that we were in a 
classroom from the Olden Days. We had to write with 
chalk on slate boards, sing “God Save The Queen” 
and practise our cursive writing. Freddie was not 
allowed to write with his left hand and had to switch to 
his right hand!

After that we moved on to our third activity. The girls 
went to do some sewing and the boys went outside to 
make a wooden car. The sewing looked fantastic and 
the cars were covered in lots of glue! We got to take 
them home with us.

The last activity was playing games from the Olden 
Days. We played quoits and horse shoe toss outside. 
It was really hard but lots of fun. Overall we had a 
great day, even though it rained a little bit. It was a 
long ride back to school on the bus and lots of us fell 
asleep. Thank you to Mrs Murphy for organising the 
excursion for all of the Year 3 classes.

Sawyer’s Valley
Year 3, Room 14, Mrs Kalebic

During Term 3, our Year 2/3 class studied the topic 
of ‘Minibeasts’. We learnt so much about all kinds of 
arthropods. One of these was ‘insects’. An insect has 
3 body parts, a head, thorax and abdomen and it has 
six legs that are always attached to the thorax. It can 
also have wings.

Leilani and Karen 
from Bees Neez 
Apiaries came to 
talk to us about 
their bees. It was an 
amazing talk. Leilani 
told us that she has 
700 hives with 50 000 
bees in each hive. We 
did our multiplication 
and that means she 
looks after 35 million 
bees!

Hives are made 
up of hexagons all 
tessellating together 
because the bees 
have worked out that 
this shape can hold 
the most weight. 
Each hive has one 

queen, a few drones and the rest are female worker 
bees! The queen grows to about 2cms long and lays 
about 2000 eggs a day. In the wild she lives for about 
5 years (which makes her quite old!) but in the hive, she 
lives for only 2 years as she is replaced with a younger 
queen who can lay more eggs.

Before collecting nectar, a scout bee goes out to 
check to see where flowers can be found and returns 
to the hive to do a dance. A round dance means the 
flowers are close. A waggle dance means they are 
further away. How clever is that!

The bees use their proboscis to suck in nectar and 
they collect the yellow pollen on the hairs of their legs. 
Bees eat pollen as nutrition.

The worker bees fill the hexagonal cells of the hive 
with nectar and then fan the nectar with their wings to 
dry it out. The dried out nectar becomes honey- how 
amazing! To stop the honey from oozing out, the bees 
cover the cells with a wax seal which is made by a 
special gland in their body.

When the honey is to be collected, a smoker is used 
to keep the bees calm. It is like a tin can which pumps 
out smoke which is made from eucalyptus leaves or 
pine cones. The bee keeper needs to wear a protective 
suit to make sure they don’t get stung by the bees. 
Karen dressed up as a beekeeper for us! Each hive 
can produce 50kgs of honey which is collected every 
Thursday. That’s a lot of honey!

Leilani explained that the bee hives are moved around 
WA so that the bees collect nectar from different 
flowers and trees to make different tasting honey such 
as redgum, whitegum, jarrah, mallee, hakea, marri, 
blackbutt and York gum. The bees are always moved 

Bees Neez
Years 2 & 3, Room 12, Mrs Williams

to different locations at night time because it is cooler. 
We found it interesting that bee hives always stay at a 
constant temperature of 37 degrees Celsius and if the 
bees get too hot they rest outside the boxes to cool 
down. Some of us had a chance to dress up as a bee 
keeper and we had a taste of three different kinds of 
honey and we saw lots of products made with bees 
wax.

At the end of the visit, Leilani and Karen gave us each 
a jar of the honey. It was delicious!Y
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Wednesday the 27th of August was outrageous. All 
the year threes went down to the Tiger Turf and did 
a Capacity Tabloid day for Numeracy Week. It was 
a smashing success. 
Chloe

Firstly, we had to set 
it up by filling up some 
buckets with water 
from the Fairy Garden 
hose and then carrying 
them all the way back. 
When I was carrying 
my bucket back I 
spilled a bit of water on 
my shoe. Lachie

Next, we all had to sit 
behind cones. Each 
cone was a station. 
Louis

We would only get 7 minutes at each station which 
was a shame. Aodhan

At the first station I went to, we used a 250mL cup to 
fill the container with water. We had to estimate how 
much water it would take to fill. Tegan

At the next station we measured how many litres 
would fill a bucket. Then we estimated how many litres 
filled a soft drink container. Thomas

After that, we moved to the next station. We had to 
put the blocks in the bucket. The big bucket held 
more than the little bucket. Jada

Overall. I had a magnificent, fabulous and amazing 
day. In other words, it was AWESOME! I felt joyful, 
boiling hot and very, very happy that Miss Barrett 
planned this all. Mostly proud though. Imogen

Capacity Tabloids
Year 3, Room 26, Mrs Barrett

Mr Harvey is an arachnologist who works in a museum.  
He came to see all the Year 3’s in August to tell us 
all about spiders. He has found lots of new species 
of spiders and knows an awful lot about them. Since 
we were learning about minibeasts, we were really 
interested in what he had to tell us. 

We were all ready to listen and we were really 
surprised, happy and some of us were scared when 
Mr Harvey brought out two real, live spiders and 
some dead ones in jars. Some of us had never seen 
big spiders up close before. They were Huntsmen 
spiders and Mr Harvey had found them while he was 
in the Kimberley.  They were a little bit scary but mainly 
awesome!

He started by telling us the differences between insects 
and arachnids. Now we know that arachnids have 8 
legs and insects have 6 legs. Arachnids have to main 
body parts, the cephalothorax and the abdomen 
and insects have 3 body parts, the head, thorax and 
abdomen. Did you know that arachnids include not 
only spiders but scorpions, mites and ticks? 

Spiders started spinning webs about 250 million years 

ago. The ancient spiders used to catch their prey by 
standing up on their hind legs and biting downwards 
with their fangs, so ancient spiders like trapdoors have 
to attack like this. But some other spiders started to 
evolve in a different way and their fangs move inwards 
to catch their prey, this was about the same time as 
insects evolved and started to fly.

Arachnids were given their name after a Greek myth 
about Arachne. Emanuel was able to tell us the whole 
story about the weaving contest between a girl and 
the goddess Athena. When the girl won, Athena was 
jealous and, being a sore loser, she turned the girl into 
a spider. 

The deadliest spider in the world is the Wandering 
spider in Central America, it kills about 2000 people 
a year, mainly because it takes them too long to get 
the antivenin. We’re really relieved that the deadliest 
spider in Australia is the Funnel Web spider because 
it is found mainly in Sydney. The deadliest spider in 

Spiders!
Year 3, Room 33, Mrs Murphy & Mrs Fletcher

Western Australia is the famous Redback which also 
appears to be very common. 

When Mr Harvey handed around the spiders in the 
jars, we took some magnifying glasses and had a 
really close up look at them. They were the dead ones, 
so it made it easy to see their fangs and spinnerets, 
they weren’t going anywhere. However, when he 
handed around the live spiders in the see through 
containers, they were MOVING! We were very excited 
and could barely sit still while we waited for the spiders 
to be passed to us.  Some of us (we won’t say who), 
let out a little squeal of fright when they were near 
them. 

We asked Mr Harvey lots of questions. We were all 
quite surprised to find out that some spiders can live 
for up to 60 years. Mr Harvey has personally visited a 
40 year old Trap Door spider. He also told us about 
how the spiders make their webs (and eat them), and 
about the different types of silks that they can use in 
their webs. The strongest web is made by the Golden 
Orb Weaver. 

We all agreed we learnt a lot and really enjoyed the 
talk.  Mr Harvey is very enthusiastic about spiders and 
now we are too! It’s not every day you get to see so 
many different types of spiders and make friends with 
a Huntsmen.
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The Fantastic 4s took on some supersize challenges 
and supersized their learning in 2014.  

With the Y4 Sustainability Project and school kitchen 
garden the students were challenged to produce a 
Super-Sandwich or Super-Salad. 

There was a catch!  They had to choose their produce 
from the kitchen garden and the sprout maker and a 
secret ingredient from home.

The final product had to cover all 5 food groups as 
represented on the Australian Healthy Eating Food 
Plate and a real challenge for some, they had to eat it. 

They began by planting the school kitchen garden with 
Asian greens, lettuce, cabbage, carrots and herbs. 
Then the amazing sprout makers produced alfalfa and 
mustard cress and other exotic and strange-looking 
and tasting edibles. 

Making day saw the students happily working in 
pairs producing supersize gourmet delights. Lots of 
lovely parents came in and spent hours washing and 
chopping food straight out of the garden. Thank you! 

The secret ingredients astonished with many home-
made ingredients and secret family recipes such 
as marinated olives, preserved lemons, sun-dried 
tomatoes, hot and spicy harissa, chutneys and other 
delicacies. 

The final creations were super-sized, packed with 
the freshest and healthiest ingredients and absolutely 
delicious.

Many students tried food they had not had before 
and all managed to eat their wonders. A super-sized 
learning experience indeed!

Next, the students were invited to the St John’s First 
Aid Challenge at the Convention Centre in Perth. 
We went for the whole day and the learning about 
dealing with cuts, sprains, snake-bite, perusing the 
ambulance and assessing the risks in all sorts of 
practical,everyday scenarios really challenged the 
students. The give-aways and the obstacle course 
added to the day. Many children said it was the best 
excursion ever and some now wish to be paramedics, 
doctors, nurses, police and firepersons. Another 
super-sized learning experience for Year 4.

On 9th June 2014 all the Year 4s went to Naturescape. 
We learned how to make an axe. We got a stick, 
crushed coal and kangaroo poo. We had to heat 
the stick and used the poo and coal powder and 
continued making it sticky. We stuck a sharp stone in 
it. My favourite part was the potions. Luke

On the 9th of June, 2014 all the Year 4’s went 
to Naturescape for Aboriginal Studies. My group 
learnt a lot. We learnt how to make a knife out of 

kangaroo droppings and coal. We learnt about all the 
celebrations. We dipped our hand in wet, soggy ochre. 
It felt gooey and slimey. My favourite part was swinging 
on the ropes, it felt like I was flying. Peyton Barac

On the 9th of June, 2014 our whole class drove to the 
Naturescape. Honestly, one of my favourite parts were 
the time my group started stealing rocks at the creek 
thinking of them as gold. Another part was when we 
made an axe out of kangaroo poo and coal. It sounds 
disgusting but it works well! Sean Robertson

On our excursion to the King’s Park Naturescape there 
were so many good things. My favourite parts were the 
hut building and the ‘rock war’. I bet you’re wondering 
what I mean by rock war? A rock war is stealing rocks 
from each other’s’ huts NOT THROWING ROCKS! 
It was so amazing to go on such a great excursion. 
Annabelle Jones

Naturescape
Year 4, Room 34, Mrs Sturgeon

Supersize Learning
Year 4, Room 31, Mrs Townsend & Mrs Miles



front of the whole school and surrounding Primary 
Schools. They displayed respect for the Noongar 
culture and helped to create everlasting ties between 
the Balga High students and our MHPS Primary 
Students. 

Below are some quotes from Room 36 students about 
their NAIDOC journey’s.

“I liked using our bodies to act out the Australian 
animals during our dance with the Balga students. I 
loved the beat of the song and how Treaty (by Yothu 
Yindi) started with “Clap your hands and dance!” 
Ophelia Keating.

“I really enjoyed the assembly here at school. I think 
that we represented our Noongar people correctly and 
showed respect and pride for them. We told MHPS 
about the Indigenous Australians in World One and 
Two. This is so important because not only is it about 
our history, its showing something new to younger 
children, helping to learn more.” Lachlan Holden.

“After the assembly we completed some fun NAIDOC 
activities with our buddies. We designed a wooden 
boomerang, tasted animals and much more! I didn’t 

taste the animals but my buddy did. He tasted 
kangaroo and goanna. He said the kangaroo wasn’t 
very nice but the goanna was perfection!” Nick 
McNeilage

“Oh I loved the 
experience of 
going out of the 
school to meet 
my friends (the 
big kids) at their 
school. They 
always come here 
so it was nice to 
see their school. I 
loved performing 
in front of the 
Balga kids – my 
friend was there 
from last year 
(he has a beard 
now!).” Ben Keen 

NAIDOC celebrations are held around Australia each 
July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
The week is celebrated not just in the Indigenous 
communities but also by many government agencies, 
schools, local councils and other workplaces.

NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee. It was formed by an 
Aboriginal group in the 1920′s who wanted to increase 
awareness of Indigenous Australians. NAIDOC is a 
celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and an opportunity to recognize the amazing 
work of Indigenous Australians and to show our 
support as Australians. 

The 2014 NAIDOC week theme was Serving Country: 
Centenary and Beyond.  The theme was selected 
by the National NAIDOC Committee to honour all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women 
who have fought in defence of our country. The 
research Year 4 students in Miss Rampal’s class 
undertook to uncover more about this topic was both 
and interesting, challenging and quite surprising.

This year Miss Rampal and Room 36 continued 
their Aboriginal Awareness Program with Balga High 
School students. Students were immersed in Noongar 
culture and dance. These sessions culminated in a 
celebration where students collaboratively helped the 
MHPS community to learn more about the importance 
of NAIDOC week. Room 36 and Balga started their 
performance with a dance taught to them by the 
talented Noongar students from Balga High School. He 
dance featured emus, kangaroos and snakes and was 
finished my the Balga dance crew who lead us in a 
traditional tail. Room 36 then took MHPS on a journey 
of information and knowledge about how aboriginal 
people had helped to serve out country – as far back 
as Gallipoli in 1914!

All students from MHPS then participated in activities 
that stretched over two days. They were given 
Passports full of activities they could choose from and 
even got to taste a bit of crocodile goanna and emu!

In Week 9, Room 36 had the privilege of participating 
in Balga High School’s NAIDOC festivities. Room 36 
performed a song called ‘Hands Across Australia’ in 

NAIDOC
Year 4, Room 36, Miss Rampal
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Space Junk? What’s that?,Well, during Term 3, 
The Year 5s were lucky enough to have a visit from 
two electrical and computer engineers from Curtin 
University. They just happened to be Ba-Nang’s Dad,  
Mr Ba Ngu Vo and Uncle, Associate Professor Ba 
Tuong Vo.

We all learnt a great deal about the history and 
development of computers and how space junk is 
a threat to many communication satellite systems in 
space. It was incredibly interesting and a huge thank-
you to Mr Ba Ngu Vo and Associate Professor Ba 

Tuong Vo, for making time in their extremely busy 
schedules to come to school and enlighten us on 
these topics! We’re sure it sparked some interest for 
some of our budding engineers of the future!

“That was the best.”

This was a comment from the Year 5 children after 
Jesse Wagstaff and Matt Knight, both wearing 
Wildcats’ red shirts, had conducted their basketball 

clinic with the Room 39 children in May this year. 
The Edwards’ family had won a competition at “The 
Mezz” with first prize being a coaching session with 
the star Wildcats players. Zoe Edwards very graciously 
suggested that the children in her classroom would 
jump at the opportunity to spend time with players 
from the newly crowned NBL champions.

Jesse and Matt were both very friendly and loved 
engaging with the children. Stephen Phipps challenged 
the star Wildcat players to a game of one-on-one. 
Jesse who relishes a challenge said,”Bring it on.” 
However when he got a preview of Stephen’s dribbling 
ability, he quickly changed his mind. The boys and girls 
had fun doing the training drills and games both players 
explained to them. Dog and the Bone, In and Out and 
Golden Child were the boys’ and girls’ favourites. Both 
Jesse and Matt were impressed with the children’s 
basketball skills and enthusiasm for the game. As 
the training session came to a close 28 tired children 
keenly sought Jesse and Matt’s autographs.

The Wildcats can be assured that they now have 28 
very enthusiastic Mt Hawthorn Primary School fans 
who will keenly follow their progress and be cheering 
on the NBL champions next season.

Basketball Clinic
Year 5, Room 39, Mr Gryta & Mrs Hogg

Space Junk
Year 5, Room 35, Mr McKenzie
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As part of studying the history and importance of the 
Swan River Colony, all the Year fives visited Tranby 
House in Maylands, and The East Perth Cemeteries. 
It was amazing to learn and see how people lived 
back in the 1800s and how hard they all worked. It 

sure is different 
to life in the 
21st Century! 
Everything 
was done 
by hand and 
there were very 
few medical 
supplies or 
even doctors. 
It could take a 
day’s horse-ride 
before a doctor 
could come and 
see you. 

At the 
East Perth 
Cemeteries, we 
found out from 

reading headstones, that many people died at a very 
young age. The more money you had, the bigger the 
headstone and the higher on the hill you seemed to be 
buried! Lots of fun!

Tranby House & East Perth Cemeteries 
Year 5, Room 35, Mr McKenzie



This brilliant event was organised by our very own Ms. 
Hogg. She collected 10 engaging games that involved 
using Dice, Cards and Dominos. Approximately 84 
Year 5’s were put into groups and rotated around to 
complete all activities. 

The idea of the games was to expose the children to 
hands on problem solving activities that were fun and 
engaging.  She succeeded!!! 

We were very lucky to have so many helpful and 
energetic parents to make the day go off without a 
hitch. Thank you Ms. Hogg and to all parents!

Room 38 was so lucky to have some of Eagles 
biggest stars, Dean Cox, Xavier Ellis and Chris Masten 
to come and visit! All Eagles fans had dropped-
jaws and goggle-eyes. And when they came to sign 
autographs, some were speechless!

When WACA people, Nathan and Emma, came to 
talk, cricket wannabes were entranced and Nathan 
and Emma were called idols.

Everyone was so sad when Dean, Xavier, Chris, Emma 
and Nathan left, but we cheered up after when we got 
a photo. Josephine Harch

Y
ear 5

Battery Recycling - a bin has been supplied by the 
City of Vincent in the Library. This bin gets picked up 
each term. We have been very successful in collecting 
batteries so they do not go into Landfill. Please 
remember to keep recycling your batteries. 

Paper Recycling - the Year 5s do the paper recycling 
around the school in classrooms, music room, art 
room, office and lots more places. We do the paper 
recycling every two weeks to help the school and the 
environment. Anna Liao

Recycling
Year 5, Room 38, Mr Thompson

Year 5s ventured off to the Perth Mint to expand their 
knowledge of Gold in our History. We got a fantastic 
tour and watched a real live gold pour! 

We followed up the Gold Pour with a trip over to 
Sci-Tech to watch a show in the Planetarium. ‘We 
are Aliens’ was a fantastic show. We had some free 
time and headed back to school. Thank you to all our 
parent volunteers on the day.

Superstar visits!

Year 5 Maths Tabloids Day

Perth Mint & Scitech Excursion
Year 5, Room 38, Mr Thompson

Year 5, Room 38, Mr Thompson

Year 5, Room 38, Mr Thompson



This year on 21st March Year 6, Rooms 21 and 24, 
were very lucky to be able to go to Rottnest for the 
day!

We had 3 fun tours around the island. On the first 
tour we went to the Salt Lakes where we used 
microscopes to find the miniscule sea monkeys that 
are found in the salt lakes. As the train wasn’t working 
that day, we then caught the bus up to Oliver’s Hill 
and explored the caves and tunnels and learned about 
the history of them. Our final tour was of the Rottnest 
village. We met at the Salt Store which was originally 
used to collect the salt bagged from the salt lakes then 
walked to the Pilot Boathouse on Thompson’s Bay, 
Lomas House on the Heritage Common and Rottnest 
Lodge, the original prison on Rottnest. 

After lunch we sketched pictures of the landscape and 
objects that we saw. At the end of the day we got to 
go for a swim in the cool waters of Rottnest Island at 
a mini water park. It was a fantastic day and we’d all 
love to go again! Katya Caltabiano 
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On 2nd July both Year 6 classes went to the 
Constitutional Centre and Parliament House.

At the Constitutional Centre we participated in group 
activities, where we learnt about how the colonies 
joined to become the Federation of Australia. We also 
learnt why different states have different numbers of 
representatives in Parliament. 

Parliament House was an amazing experience. 
Parliament House’s stunning interior included crystal 
chandeliers, a stair case leading up to the top of 
the building and golden elevators. We went into the 
Legislative Assembly where all the politicians debate, 
sat in their seats and re-enacted the debate about 
tagging and graffiti. After that we went into the other 
place, the Legislative Council.

After we visited Parliament House we returned to the 
Constitutional Centre and learnt about preferential 
voting. We voted on a ballot paper but instead of voting 
for a politician we voted for our favourite chocolates! 
Our excursion was an educational packed day and we 
had learnt a lot.

Parliament House
Year 6 Rooms 21 & 24, Mrs Gillies, Jesson & Kiddle

A Day Trip to Rottnest
Year 6 Rooms 21 & 24, Mrs Gillies, Jesson & Kiddle

Congratulations to Bridget Ellis Year 6, Room 21 for 
her outstanding effort in winning the Year 6 Speaking 
Competition in Term 3. As the winner she then went on 
to represent our school at the Inaugural Perth Primary 
School Speakers Award, hosted by Eleni Evangel with 
schools from her electorate participating and  held at 
Trinity College on Thursday 25th September 2014.  
Bridget chose as her topic ‘If the World Was Smaller 
Maybe We’d Take Better Care of It”. One student from 
Year 6 or 7 at the following schools: Aranmore Primary 
School, Highgate Primary School, Kyilla Primary 
School, North Perth Primary School, Sacred Heart 
Primary School and Trinity College joined Bridget to 
speak on topics that they had researched. 

Emer. Professor David Black, Professor Sally Sandover 
and Mr Mike Keiller were the judges who had a difficult 
decision choosing the winner. Equal first prize went 

Public Speaking Competition
Year 6 Rooms 21 & 24, Mrs Gillies, Jesson & Kiddle

to the students from North Perth Primary and Trinity 
College and third prize went to Sacred Heart Primary.  
All students should consider themselves winners 
as the judges commented that the standard of 
presentation was outstanding.



“I found going 
to Scitech really 
interesting and I 
learnt many things. 
I especially liked the 
Planetarium. I felt we 
were travelling in Space 
and could see the 
planets up close.” Ella 
“Scitech was pretty 
cool because of the 
show about Science. 
The presenter nearly 
set herself on fire with 
a flame thrower.” Ben 
and Luke “It was great fun and I tried lots of activities.. 
I enjoyed the activity when you had to try and throw 
to the person opposite you while sitting on spinning 
chairs.” Ella Mx “I found it really fun and the activities 
we did were awesome.! My favourite activity was the 
“Head on a Plate”. You had to crawl through a tunnel 
and pop your head up from under a table . It looked 
like you head was on a platter.” Simon “I liked the 
Planetarium, Carnival of Science and the Science 
show. I learnt many things and I enjoyed the Mirror 
Maze the most. I was fascinated by the fact that 
one day we may be able to travel to other planets.” 
Rosie “I really enjoyed our trip to Scitech . It was fun, 
interesting and educational. I enjoyed the Spinning 
Chair where we had to throw and catch balls with a 
partner.” Ella

This was our last year of primary school and camp 
really was the cherry on the cake! For some of us it 
was our first night away from home, but to most of us 
it was like the biggest sleepover we’ve ever had! It was 
also the most fun! There was Archery, which for most 
people was their first time shooting a bow and arrow, 
Lost Pilot in which we learnt how to work as a team 
to accomplish a goal and Ice Breakers which was a 
bunch of fun games testing our patience. We also had 
The Big Swing, a really fun swing about 8 metres which 
equalled in lots of screams, The Flying fox, which was 
a harness attached to a long wire and Caving in which 

Year 6 Camp
Year 6 Rooms 21 & 24, Mrs Gillies, Jesson & Kiddle

Y
ear 6

To celebrate Science Week the Year 6 students 
went on an excursion to Scitech. The supercharged 
planetarium was the first show where we were 
transported into space and given an out of this world 
tour of the different planets, the sun, the moon and 
Milky Way. We witnessed how satellites orbiting the 
planet assist us with technologies and how much 
space junk is in the atmosphere that surrounds our 
planet. We got a glimpse of what future tourism into 
space might look like. We explored the science of the 
sideshow in the feature exhibition, Carnival of Science. 
Ever wondered why it is so hard to win the big toys 
at showground challenges? We got to uncover the 
science behind the favourite sideshow attractions 
in Carnival of Science and investigate the physics, 
psychology and mathematics of this weird and wacky 
world. We got to see what happens when you stand 
on a spinning top or to dare our friends to lie on a bed 
of nails. 

“Scitech was amazing. I really enjoyed the 
Planetarium.”  Dani “I loved how Scitech was 
interactive and interesting. I enjoyed the “Bed of Nails” 
because you think the nails will pierce your back.“ 
Matthew “We loved all of the amazing fun attractions 
that taught you Science while having fun.” Evan and 
James “I thought that the Carnival of Science area was 
fun especially “The Bed of Nails”, where you had to lie 
on nails, but it didn’t hurt.” Emily “Scitech was really fun 
and everyone had a fabulous time. “The Bed of Nails 
“was scary.” Brooklyn, Miki and Kiki

Science Week
Year 6 Rooms 21 & 24, Mrs Gillies, Jesson & Kiddle

lots of people overcame their fear of enclosed spaces. 
On our last day of camp we went AQWA, where we 
saw lots of amazing sea life, and lastly The Great 
Escape which was awesome and really fun going on 
the trampolines and playing mini golf.  Although we 
had some issues we managed to get through them 
and still maintain the fun spirit! Everyone had lots of 
fun and some people even conquered their fears. 
Camp really was such a great bonding session for all 
of us and we think that in those 3 days, we all made 
some lifelong friends! Bridget Ellis and Nathan Wilson
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Camp was an amazing experience and we learnt 
many new things. We participated in activities such as 

team games, caving, the flying fox and archery. These 
activities developed our team work skills and tested 
our perseverance and cooperation. We were given the 

opportunity to bond with people we didn’t know very 
well and have made many new friends because of it.  

We particularly enjoyed lost pilot where we had to work 
with people we didn’t know very well to find the clues 
and discover the whereabouts of the pilot. The last day 
in Hillarys was fun and eventful. We went to AQWA and 
The Great Escape where we played minigolf and did 
trampolining. 

The end of Camp was sad and none of us could 
believe it was already over. We came back tired but 
with great memories that will last forever. 

Year 7 Camp
Year 7 Rooms 22 & 23, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

It was the first year that the Scitech Brainstorm 
Challenge has been taken place. It was a fun day 
filled with many different scientific challenges. A team 

of four Year 7 students accompanied Miss French to 
Scitech to take place in the competition. They were up 
against 31 other teams from various schools around 
WA. Students had to use their general knowledge, 
scientific knowledge and common sense to try and 
solve a variety of problems, answer questions and 
complete scientific investigations. Mount Hawthorn 
managed to place in 6th position out of 32 teams, 
which was a fantastic effort and a fun day was had 
by all. Participants were Michelle Miotti, Hayley Swart, 
Joshua Stark and Daniel Hall.

Scitech Brainstorm Challenge
Year 7 Rooms 22 & 23, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

Year 6 and 7 students have been playing faction 
soccer during the lunchtime break this term. After 
close battles in the round matches and close scores 
in their respective finals, Year 6 Menzies and Year 7 

Menzies were the eventual faction winners for their 
group. This time we gave the students the added 
challenge to be the best team, with a Grand Final 
between Year 6 Menzies finalists and Year 7 Menzies 
finalists.

The Grand Final was refereed by Kieran, who did 
an exceptional job and should be commended 
for his leadership and responsibility. The Grand 
Final score was 3 – 2 to the Year 7 Menzies team. 
Congratulations to Kye, Milan, Cate, Felicity, Eden, 
Noah, Cameron, Tom, Hamish and Tyler. Well done 
also to the soccer Ambassadors Luke, Kieran, Milan, 
Cameron and Daniel for filling in when required.

Year 6 & 7 Faction Soccer 
Year 7 Rooms 22 & 23, Mr Lawrence & Miss French
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This year the Year 7’s travelled to Rottnest Island. 
The day started with all the students meeting up at 
Hillarys, and boarding the  morning ferry. We sailed 

across the shimmering ocean, excited about the day 
to come. At the island, we broke up into groups to 
begin the day’s activities. The first thing we did was 
walk to the salt lakes where we examined various 
types of sea monkeys. Next, we travelled on the island 
train up to Monument Hill to see the World War 2 
guns and tunnels. We saw many species of birds and 
also spotted a cleverly camouflaged quokka that was 
adorable. Everyone gathered quickly for recess and 
then we went on a history tour with a Rottnest Island 
Volunteer Guide, where we looked at the history of the 
island. The tour was very informative and interesting. 
Later, everyone sat back and relaxed while sketching 
the surroundings. To end the day, our group went 
for a swim in Rottnest’s beautiful -but extremely 
salty- ocean. Tired and exhausted, the teachers and 
students took group pictures and we once again 
boarded the ferry. All the students went home fatigued 
but happy and everyone felt like sleeping through the 
entire weekend. It was definitely a trip to remember.

Siri Missula and Sofia Timour

Rottnest
Year 7 Rooms 22 & 23, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

Young Innovators was a competition that all Year 
7 students competed in. The aim of the game was 

to design and make our very own unique product 
that incorporated an Australian primary product. 
We completed different tasks to help us learn about 
marketing products including advertising, business 
letters and scientific investigations.  Afterwards we 
were judged by our expert 
teachers who then picked 
finalists and an overall 
winner. I think I speak for 
most students when I say 
Young Innovators was 
the most challenging and 
most rewarding school 
project we have done for a 
long time. We had a lot of 
fun along the way and all 
I can say is good luck for 
the next bunch of kids to 
complete the challenge. It 
really taught us a lot and was an exciting experience. 

Tully Warner

Young Innovators
Year 7 Rooms 22 & 23, Mr Lawrence & Miss French
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The Mt Hawthorn PS Band consists of students from 
Year 5 to Year 7 who play flute, clarinet, trumpet, 
trombone, double bass and percussion. We also have 
additional students from Kyilla, Jolimont and Maylands 
Peninsula. Each Thursday morning we rehearse for 
upcoming performances, such as the Band Tour. Our 
conductor, Mr. Pointon, teaches us new things each 
rehearsal and we are extremely grateful for it! A definite 
highlight in band is Band Camp in July, where we stay 
the night at Ern Halliday. We get to complete amazing 
challenges, but of course we fit in lots of practise. This 
is also a great time to meet kids that are from other 
schools. Each year we participate in the Schools Band 
Festival, which 
we just passed. 
This year we 
were very, very 
pleased at the 
mark we got 
from the judges 
on the panel, 
and happy with 
our efforts. We are preparing for the Band Tour, which 
is coming up in a couple of weeks. Each week we 
definitely improve and we are becoming quite confident 
with our pieces! We are also currently practising (at 
home and at school) Christmas carols for the end of 
the year, which everybody finds is a highlight. Band is 
something I will definitely miss when I leave at the end 
of this year. Felicity McNeilage Year 7

Mount Hawthorn Band

The lights dimmed and the two thousand strong 
audience hushed in anticipation of the Hawthorn 
Hummers, waiting anxiously behind the Crown Theatre 
curtain. As the heavy drapes rose, the crowd cheered 
at the sight of the colourful display, the Hummers 
dressed for Africa. The percussionists started the 
show, keeping time and leading the choir for their first 
song, Zimbole. Following this was the fun and rhythmic 
Waka Waka, the vibrant voices of the choir reaching all 
the way to the kids in the dress circle.

Finally as the last group came to the front, clad in 
animal print and led by Simba and Rafiki, The Circle of 
Life reached into the hearts of the audience and the 
proud faces of the choir said it all. The last drum beat 
echoed through the theatre and the cheering of the 
appreciative crowd rang as the curtains lowered.

What a night!

Time for Africa
Hawthorn Hummers

The Mount Hawthorn Primary School Orchestra 
consists of students from year five to seven who each 
play a violin, viola or cello. We have performed at many 

amazing events this year including Crown Theatre 
where we opened the show. Later this year we will 
perform at Churchlands Senior High School.

Being a part of the orchestra is amazing! We have the 
opportunity to experience what it is like to perform 
professionally and have fun while doing it. We believe 
that music is an important thing to learn as it is a 
language spoken everywhere. We are dedicated 
to our instruments and all gather to rehearse every 
Wednesday morning. None of the experiences we 
have had would be possible without our incredible 
conductor, Mrs Symmington. She leads the rehearsals 
once a week and she accompanies us to each of our 
performances. It is extraordinary to be a part of our 
orchestra and a privilege for each and every one of us. 
Emma Nannini Year 7

Mount Hawthorn Orchestra

Italian
Signora Monisse, Italian Specialist
Mmm, che buono… gelato and pizza fun!

Learning a second language is enhanced when 
students can see connection, purpose and relevancy 
to their own world. The focus in Italian this year has 
been learning vocabulary and expressions which 
students can use in real life situations such as ordering 
gelato and menu items in a restaurant.

In the warmer summer months earlier in the year, 
students learnt a number of gelato flavours and how to 
order in an icecream shop context. Without a doubt, 
the end product of eating gelato assisted in motivating 
the students to learn their words!

On a much bigger scale, the Year 6 and 7 students 
have looked at Italian menus and compared them 
to typical Australian menus and reflected upon 
the cultural differences.  Working in small groups, 
students then prepared and performed role-plays 
using restaurant vocabulary and phrases. This scheme 
of work 
culminated 
in students 
using their 
Italian on 
a night out 
at Siena’s 
Ristorante, 
Leederville.  
Students 
were able 
to order menu items and hold a short conversation in 
Italian with the waiter, ‘Cristiano.’ It was a fun night out 
for all and afterwards  students felt a great sense of 
accomplishment as they were able to use their Italian 
in a meaningful way.

Italian



 

1 43,029.00$                    43,329.50$                    

2 161,656.00$                  166,185.79$                  

3 -$                                 -$                                 

4 37,644.00$                    52,644.00$                    

5 11,207.00$                    12,736.80$                    

6 381,230.00$                  381,229.82$                  

7 11,455.00$                    11,454.55$                    

8 -$                                 -$                                 

9 -$                                 -$                                 

10 35,162.00$                    35,188.68$                    

11 9,603.00$                       9,603.09$                       

690,986.00$                  712,372.23$                  

247,544.00$                  247,544.19$                  

938,530.00$                  959,916.42$                  

1,115,000.00$              1,115,000.00$              

2,053,530.00$              2,074,916.42$              

Locally Generated Revenue274,896.09$     

DoE Grants 381,229.82$     

Other Govt Grants11,454.55$       

Other  35,188.68$       

Transfers 9,603.09$         

712,372.23$     

1 38,728.00$                    29,840.35$                    

2 12,153.00$                    10,493.07$                    

3 114,421.00$                  113,112.61$                  

4 75,073.00$                    69,271.22$                    

5 86,540.00$                    86,539.30$                    

6 45,247.00$                    28,222.80$                    

7 278,004.00$                  259,843.71$                  

8 32,000.00$                    30,781.10$                    

9 -$                                 -$                                 

10 144,350.00$                  90,000.00$                    

11 37,335.00$                    27,696.27$                    

12 20,000.00$                    20,000.00$                    

883,851.00$                  765,800.43$                  

1,115,000.00$              992,068.00$                  

1,998,851.00$              1,757,868.43$              

Bank Balance 357,757.88$                                 
Made up of: -$                                                

1 General Fund Balance 194,115.99$                                 
2 Deductible Gift Funds -$                                                
3 Trust Funds -$                                                
4 Asset Replacement Reserves 170,138.39$                                 
5 Suspense Accounts 1,928.50-$                                     
6 Cash Advances -$                                                
7 Tax Position 4,568.00-$                                     

357,757.88$                                 

Total

P&C Contributions

Commonwealth Govt Grants

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships

DoE Grants

Other State Govt Grants

Repairs/Maintenance/Grounds

Building Fabric and Infrastructure

Mount Hawthorn Primary School
Financial Summary as at

Actual

31 December 2014
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