
After the challenges of COVID 2020, this year 
has been really successful as we have navigated 
through Phase 4 restrictions. It has been great to see 
programs and events that were cancelled in 2020 
back on the school calendar.  The best part of my 
role as Principal is getting around the classrooms 
and observing the fantastic programs being 
delivered by our dedicated staff. 
The Business Plan 2019-2021 “The Building Blocks 
for Learning” articulated the school communities 
shared vision, which was collaboratively written with 
the Schools Board, and outlines broad directions 
which focus on teaching excellence, developing the 
whole child, diversity, inclusivity and importantly 
strong partnerships with parents. The recent Public 
Schools Review endorsed the direction that was set 
in the plan and is available on the school website.  
The Public School Review should be celebrated 
and will also form the basis of our next three-year 
Business Plan.   
The school review cycle supports the strategies 
in place with solid performance in systemic and 
school based testing. In 2022 our focus areas will 
be on maintaining evidence based whole school 
programs. Our priority areas will be spelling and 
grammar and punctuation based on analysis of 
the data. Professional learning supporting the 
implementation of High Impact Teaching Strategies 
will continue to support the teaching program.  
The teaching program is complemented by the 
development of exemplary specialist programs in 
Physical Education, Art, Music and Italian. The Music 
program has been acclaimed at a system level and 
the high quality Art program was on display at 
the recent Art Auction. These programs continue 
to support extension of students leading into 
secondary settings.  
The learning environment will also be further 
supported by the consolidation of the many 
programs that support students. The complex world 

children will face in the future is an area that will 
continue to be a focus for all schools in the future.   
A highlight of this year is the continued work on the 
schools Reconciliation Action Plan. The embedding 
of the cultural standards in all areas of the school 
is exciting and we are leading the community in 
many ways. To honour May O’Brien’s legacy and the 
support from the school community makes me so 
proud of the team.   
Our Student Leaders have led 
the school magnificently and 
I thank them for continuing a 
rich tradition of modelling to 
younger students. I acknowledge 
the families who are leaving the 
school community this year, many 
of who have volunteered endless 
hours supporting the school.  
The work of the School Board, 
P&C and the many volunteers 
continues to set the school apart 
from many schools. The expertise they bring to the 
table is valued and the challenge for next year will be 
to fill the vacancies that may arise.  
Another focus area is to work with the School 
Board and P&C to re-engage the community after 
the restrictions put in place with COVID. It will be 
a priority to look at opportunities to meet with 
teachers face to face as I believe the world of emails 
can become all consuming.    
I would like to also acknowledge the staff who have 
again worked through the many changes that have 
had to be made over the last two years. We have had 
a number of retirements this year and I would like 
to acknowledge their service to both MHPS and the 
wider Department of Education.  
I would like to thank all the whole school community 
for putting their trust into the staff at the school and 
myself as Principal. Have a wonderful break with 
family and friends. Go well.

Dale Mackesey

Annual Report 2021
Principal’s Report
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2019-2021

NAPLAN Overall Performance Maintain NAPLAN1 reading and numeracy significantly above Australian mean

NAPLAN High Achievement Increase the number of students in the Top 20%

Early Years Progress Increase the number of students making High and Very High progress between Pre-primary 
and Year 3 as measured by On Entry and NAPLAN testing

NAPLAN Improvement Improve or maintain performance from Year 3 to Year 5 for each year group

Standardised Science Testing Increase the number of students performing in the Top 20%

Specialist Program Participation Maintain, and evaluate opportunities to increase, outcomes and performance in Physical 
Education, Language, Art, Culture and Music

Music Participation Maintain high levels of participation in IMSS, orchestra, band and choir
1

The annual NAPLAN tests assess Years 3 and 5 students’ skills in reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy.

Teaching & learning

Quality Learning Environment Continue to deliver the national benchmark in all seven areas of the National Quality 
Standard2

Quality Programming Maintain the partnerships with MHESC to enhance the learning environment and increase 
emotional intelligence and social acceptance

Attitude, Behaviour and Effort Increase by 10%, in each year level, the number of students making improvements in learning 
behaviours

Attendance Maintain attendance and punctuality at greater than 90%

IEP Achievement and Progress Students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be equal to or above their predicted 
achievement and progress

2The National Quality Standard is a national benchmark for childhood education which includes seven areas impacting outcomes, 
including educational practice, health and safety, physical environment, staffing, relationships, partnerships and governance. 

learning environment

Distributed Leadership Continue to provide aspirant programs for Level 3 teachers, rising leaders and Senior 
Teachers, as well as opportunities to practice leadership

Curriculum Leaders Continue to identify and develop cross year-level educators

Student Leadership Maintain and enhance opportunities for student leadership in all year levels, which are both 
visible and behind-the-scenes in responsibility

leadership

Learning Outcome Collaboration Maintain an open line of communication between parents, teachers and administrators

Partnership with the MHESC Make explicit the existing verbal Operational Plan with the MHESC

Parent Contribution Maintain participation by 80% of families in volunteer programs both in the classroom, 
around the grounds and at events

External Partnership and Community 
Support

Maintain participation in community-based events including festivals, sports and local 
businesses

Community Satisfaction Maintain and improve student, parent and staff satisfaction at greater than 80% as 
measured by the National School Opinion Survey and the Campus Survey

Civic Responsibility Increase the occurrences of the Catch Me at My Best Program, launched in Term 4, 2018, 
within the school and throughout the community

relationships

business plan
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Compliance and Governance Continue to adhere to the Delivery and Performance Agreement for Independent Public 
Schools in decision making
Conduct annual school performance reviews using analysis tools provided by the Department 
of Education’s Online Monitoring System

Financial Management Continue to adhere to the Independent Public Schools Funding Agreement, and ensure 
prudent management of financial budgets to maximise outcomes

Environmental Sustainability Develop strategies to reduce and/or offset school’s carbon emissions and per person utility 
consumption

resources

inspirational
& varied

programs

our 
beliefs

safe & 
supportive 

environment

preparation for 
the future

collaboration 
& community 
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integrated 
learning

fun & 
friendships
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& Choice
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For the first time, the Schools Board is honouring a Year 6 student who has demonstrated the values and 
virtues of the school throughout his/her Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School tenure. 
The worthy recipient has been nominated with 
input from all year level and specialist teachers, and 
endorsed by the Schools Board. 
The winner of the “Values and Virtues” award will be 
announced at the Year 6 graduation ceremony and 
presented with a trophy commissioned especially 
for this distinction. 
The perpetual trophy is designed by local artist 
Anne Gee and is of the Mount Hawthorn tree 
growing tall and anchored in a plinth symbolic 
of strong roots in the community. The winner’s 
name will be engraved on the trophy and future 
recipients’ names listed beneath. The trophy will 
be prominently displayed at the school and the 
2021 recipient will receive a smaller version as a 
keepsake. 
In the establishment of this award, the Schools Board emphasises the role of good character and strong 
values in students becoming their best.

Katharine Nash, Chair

Members of the Schools Board

Schools board
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p&C report
Julia Wilcox, President

I’m pleased to report that volunteering is alive and 
well in Mount Hawthorn!  It’s been another busy year 
for the P&C.  
Thanks to COVID we were a bit light on with 
community events in 2020, but we’ve certainly 
made up for it in 2021!  Between our events team, 
fathering project and music sub-committee, it 
feels like it’s been non-stop….sundowner, paint 
and sip for parents, disco, lapathon, Kindy fun day, 
catamaraning, camp-out, art auction and numerous 
music events.  There certainly has been something 
for everyone.
Events really are just the tip of the iceberg for the 
P&C though.  We continue to provide the core 
services of canteen and uniform shop as well as 
school banking and the Scholastic Book Club, 
grounds maintenance assistance and safety.  It’s 
been especially wonderful this year to have lots of 
new faces popping up in the canteen and at our 
busy bees.  There really are so many wonderful 
volunteering parents.  Thank you!
It’s been a great year to give to the school too.  
Thanks to parent contributions, fundraising and 
grants secured by our wonderful grants sub-
committee, we have been able to give back over 
$100,000 to the school in 2021.  This has included:
• Conversion of the existing fairy garden to a 

cultural garden featuring a yarning circle, teepee 
style cubby, timber fort with tunnel underneath, 
bush-tucker garden and all abilities access path 
($57,000).  This work will take place over the 
2021/22 summer holidays.

• Purchase of 40 additional tablets, used in Year 2 
and Italian classes ($15,000)

• Oval maintenance ($10,000)
• Annual subscriptions for maths and spelling 

programs ($8,500)
• Aboriginal cultural awareness training for 

teachers, an acknowledgement of country 
plaque and NAIDOC Week activities ($6,000)

• New mural outside the Junior block ($6,000)
• Seating for Year 6 area ($5,500)

• Worm farms and recycling bins to build the 
school’s commitment to sustainability education 
($3,500)

• Loose play parts such as the magnetic wall 
equipment ($2,000)

Thank you to all the wonderful parents who 
volunteer their time to the P&C and a big thank 
you to Dale, Katharine Nash and all the school staff 
who continue to support the P&C.  It really is a team 
effort, and we appreciate every contribution!

Mount Hawthorn Masterpieces Art Auction
The much anticipated art auction was back in 2021 
after a five-year hiatus.  It was a fantastic night out 
with over 100 parents in attendance.  Guests were 
welcomed with the melodies of some very talented 
music students, the food was absolutely delicious, 
and drinks flowed freely throughout the night.
The school art department worked extremely 
hard for months to produce brilliant artworks 
for every single class and it was fantastic to see 
such an amazing showcase of talent. There were 
some brilliant donated pieces from talented and 
generous parents and community members. A 
true collaboration between the school, parents and 
community!
The bidding was fierce and the night was a great 
success both socially and financially. All artworks 
were sold, with one piece, “A Day at the Beach” by 
Year 3 Room 42 fetching an incredible $1,050!
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Kindy Yellow - Mrs Sell

Kindy Yellow turned into palaeontologists 
investigating through reading, digging for fossils 
and bones, small world play and other hands-on 
experiences. 
We wanted to offer our students a chance to put 
together a dinosaur, just like a palaeontologist and 
using pasta for bones many new and interesting 
dinosaurs were formed. Salt dough fossils were also 
created by imprinting small dinosaurs and baking 
slowly in the oven.
After reading different books about dinosaurs and 
exploring what may have caused the dinosaurs 
to become extinct, the children were very keen to 
recreate a volcano using bicarb soda and coloured 
vinegar. The children were thoroughly enthralled, 
wanting to erupt their volcanoes over and over. 

Kindy palaeontologists

“A self portrait is an intimate and bold declaration of 
identity. In a self-portrait, a child offers themselves as 
both subject and artist. When we look at their self-
portrait, we see the child as they see themselves. The 
story of a self-portrait is a tender story to tell” – Ann 
Pelo 
The children took upon the task of drawing a self-
portrait in front of a mirror. The fine details the 
children have included within their self-portraits are 
amazing – eyelashes and eyebrows, freckles and 
hairstyle. 
As in any drawing, it encourages the development of 
a child’s fine motor skills, observation and focusing 
skills. Such incredible work!

Kindy Purple - Ms Hall
SELF PORTRAIT - WHO WE ARE

Kindy Green - Mrs Hayes
This term Kindy Green kids have been looking at the amazing and talented 
artist Philippa Nikulinsky, who is based in Western Australia. She paints the 

different flora and fauna of our state using 
water colours. 
We were so inspired by her artwork that we 
decided to have a go at creating our own art 
pieces using the flora found in our teacher’s 
garden and the school garden. It was a 
fantastic journey of learning about line and 
texture and most importantly, information 
about each plant we drew. 
Over the course of the month, we drew 
and painted four plants, wattle, banksia, 
Geraldton wax and grevillea. Each plant is unique and we drew and painted 
them with care, concentration and guidance. The results were so amazing 
that we decided they needed to be showcased. 
We held an art gallery in our classroom one morning and walked our parents 
through our works of art. They were super surprised and impressed with the 
detail of each and every one.  

Kindy Green Become Artists
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Kindy Red - Mrs Byrnes
Snail Inquiry

Kindy Orange - Mrs Leibowitz
We learnt all about Australia. We learnt that 
the Aboriginal people were the first people on 
Australian soil. We explored their culture which 
entails face painting, artworks and their techniques, 
dreamtime stories, musical instruments, hunting 
tools, music, languages and so much more. The boys 
made didgeridoos. The girls made rain sticks. We 
decorated them using the dot techniques we learnt 
about in the paintings. Some used symbols on their 
instruments to tell a story. We played in our Indi 
Orange band while listening to Yothu Yindi. 

Australia

Kindy Blue - Mrs Jacquard
This year we read the book “Potato People” by 
Pamela Allen and were inspired to make our very 
own little old man and lady out of potatoes. We 
made clothes for them and put them in water and 
waited for them to grow. Soon they grew shoots, 
which looked like new arms and lots of hairy root 
legs. When they could grow no more in water we 
planted them in our kindy garden, in the hope of 
getting many more potatoes. We brainstormed all 
the delicious ways you can cook potatoes and ate 
some salty potato chips to celebrate the humble 
potato.

Potato People

After a very rainy evening, we found some snails 
outside at Kindy. There was much excitement and 
wonder among the class and our inquiry began. We 
read ‘The Snail and The Whale’ by Julia Donaldson 
and we had many questions about snails. 
I brought in some snails from my garden and Kindy 
Red were fascinated and very excited to watch them 
move. We documented the student’s initial theories 
and wonderments and talked about what we could 
see, what we think, and what we wonder.
We saw swirls on their shells and thought the shells 
were for them to sleep in. One question from a 
student was, “I wonder how snails get their shells?” 
We recorded what we saw very carefully, noticing 
the detail on the shells of the snails. As the students 
completed their observational drawings, their 
understanding of the inquiry deepened and further 
questions were provoked, such as “I wonder if a snail 
can turn into a slug?” 
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During the last two terms, Room 16 has been participating in once a week philosophy sessions. These 
sessions use the High Impact Teaching strategy of 
questioning to open up opportunity for all students 
to discuss, argue and give alternative points of view. 
Research has shown that these sessions develop 
cognitive ability, critical reasoning skills and dialogue in 
the classroom and social and emotional development. 
The sessions usually cover topics being covered in 
Literacy but we often follow the students’ interests and 
knowledge such as our recent conversation about the 
story “Why?” by Lyndsey Camp. We discussed as a class 
the reason we ask questions and how has someone 
asking a “Why?” question helped other people. The 
children talked about scientists asking why and the 
results for the world, such as “Why did the dinosaurs 
die?”. We hypothesised how many times we ask why in our school day. At age five it was a lot! Through the 
sessions the children have learnt that their ideas have value and that the ideas of other children have value 
too. We have realised that we don’t always have to be right, but have gained the confidence to ask questions 
and learn through discussion.  

Philosopy for children
Pre-primary, Room 16, Mrs Spencer and Mrs Smart

On Tuesday of Week 9, the Pre-primary and Year 1 
children in Room 1 had a special VIP event to celebrate 
some Very Important People in our lives. 
Each child invited one person to bring to the event. We 
had Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Aunties, Uncles and 
family friends come along to join us in the classroom. 
Lots of fun was had by all. We played games, danced 
along to a ‘Go Noodle’ song and shared a delicious 
morning tea made by the children.  
“I really liked watching my mum eat the chocolate that I 
made for her.” Sandra 
“I liked doing the Milkshake dance with our VIPs. It was 
funny seeing them all do the dance.” Lily 
“My favourite part was doing the activities on the tables. We did our Letters and Sounds activities such as I 
Spy, Read and Roll, Tricky word Playdough and Phonics Play on the tablets with our VIPs.” Thomas 
We are very grateful to have our VIPs in our lives and were glad we could share this special event with them. 

Very Important People
Pre-primary/Year 1, Room 1, Mrs Miles and Miss Rampal

The mathematicians in Pre-primary 15 have been 
exploring ordinal number to define position. We took a 
trip to the undercover area to team up and play the egg 
and spoon race. Each team was put into their position at 
the end of each race with an individual ‘play off’ at the 
end.  Who will win the spoon trophy by coming first?   
Start your engines! The children enjoyed choosing their 
own car to race in the Pre-primary 15 Grand Prix. We 
discussed if a big truck would beat a sports car or a fire 
engine. We had surprising results. The children were 
able to race their engine against others and then place 
them into their ordinal positions.

On Your Mark, get set, go!
Pre-primary, Room 15, Ms Hehir
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Our Room 17 students were very excited to celebrate their 
100th day at school. Since the beginning of Term 1 we have 
been keeping a record of each day at school using a 100 day 
chart. This has helped to develop the students counting 
skills, including one to one correspondence, counting 
forwards and backwards, counting from different starting 
points and identifying number patterns. 
WE ARE 100 DAYS SMARTER 
Some of the things our students have learned in their 100 
days in Room 17 include: 
• Learning our school virtues - Nicholas 
• Noongar Culture - Marvin 
• Learning to read - Toby 
• Learning new letter sounds - Edith 
• How to be kind and make friends - Isobel 
• Learning new numbers - Lewis 

Let’s Celebrate
On our 100th day, the students dressed up to celebrate and 
participated in many 100 themed activities. The students 
brought in a collection of 100 things from home, finger 
painted 100 raindrops by sorting into groups of 10, made 
a number 100 sprinkle and pondered on some interesting 
questions such as; what they would look like at 100 years old, 
what they would spend $100 on and if they could have 100 of 
anything what would it be?

100 DAYS OF PRE-PRIMARY
Pre-primary, Room 17, Miss Forbes

We visited our school mural, it was painted by Noongar artist, Danika Eades. 
During Term 4 2020, a few children from each year level were selected to help Danika paint it.
The mural’s design was the inspiration for the Mount Hawthorn My Story shirts.
Danika used the school colours, yellow and green, to represent the local waterholes and the faction colours 
inside the “river like strip” that runs between these.
The Wagyl (rainbow serpent) is also represented in our school’s mural.

Acknowledgement of Country
Every morning we recite an 
Acknowledgement of Country in our 
classroom.
A Welcome to Country is delivered by 
Traditional Owners, or Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people who have 
been given permission from Traditional 
Owners, to welcome visitors to their 
Country. 

The Many Colours of Djiripin
Each child chose a colour that they feel 
represents Djiripin (happy). They all got a 
section of a letter and worked together to 
create our classroom poster.
The Noongar words for the colours we 

used are: Mirda (Red), Yoont (Yellow), Mirda- djardak (Pink), Nadjam (Green), Mirda-wooyan (Purple), Mirds-
yoont (Orange), and Wooyan (Blue).

Kaartdijin Noongar
Pre-primary, Room 25, Ms Gil de Matos
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Throughout 2021, Year 1 Room 10 has been 
exploring what characteristics help us live in a 
positive way and respect others. At each of our 
Monday morning assemblies, we have been 
introduced to a new idea through our Values and 
Virtues program. Upon returning to class, we look 
for ways to incorporate the focus virtue into our 
school life.   
We started off Term 2 on the right foot by reading 
a story titled “Have You Filled a Bucket Today?” 
This book ties closely into our Health program. It 
centres around the idea that every person carries 
around an invisible bucket, which holds their good 
thoughts and feelings about themselves. As a 
class, we have explored lots of different ways that 
you could fill the buckets of the people around 
you, such as caring for others when they need 
help, including people in your games, being 
generous, or giving somebody a compliment or a 
smile. This is the Mount Hawthorn way!  
We also investigated what kinds of words or 
actions would make a person a ‘bucket dipper.’ 
This is a person who puts others down, says or 
does mean things, or could even be somebody 
who ignores others. We understand that we 
cannot fill our own buckets by dipping into 
someone else’s.   
Following these discussions, we made our 
own unique and creative buckets in class. To 
demonstrate our values and virtues in action, we 
wrote kind messages to our classmates to fill the buckets up!  
I have set each of my students a challenge. 
“Find a way to fill someone’s bucket over the weekend, then share your ideas with the class on Monday.” 
It has been a lot of fun exploring how to boost and encourage the people around us and has also been 
rewarding to feel our own buckets fill in response.

THe BUcket Fillers
Year 1, Room 10, Miss Jack and Miss Rampal

In Room 14 we learn in lots of different ways, through lots 
of different experiences. Finding ways to complement 
our learning through the world around us makes it more 
interesting (and fun)! 
During Term 3, we were working on collecting data, then 
displaying the information in a way that made it easy for 
us to understand and use to answer questions. 
On a lovely sunny day, we headed outside with our 
clipboards and recording sheets to gather information 
on the traffic we saw passing our school. We made 
predictions, collected data and compared information 
to see what we found out. We also had to find a way to 
display our information so we could see the results. 
Among many other things we learnt that Scarborough 
Beach Road has lots of traffic every day!

Collecting data
Year 1, Room 14, Mrs Turner
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Throughout the year the students have celebrated so 
many amazing events. One of our special days is all 
about the number 100. In Year 1, we celebrate 100 Days of 
School. The students examine changes over time, history 
from then and now, past and present. They also put their 
imaginative skills to work predicting what life will be like in 
100 years. 
All the children are invited to dress up as if they are 100 
years old, or dress as they might in the future, 100 years 
down the track. Discussing this with the children in our 
class and making the predictions about future fashions, 
careers and the world was incredibly thought-provoking, 
and so much fun. Many of the children created their own 
costumes and shirts with 100 things on them. Well done 
Mums and Dads and thank you for your support in making 
learning fun. 
When the children arrived at school they were presented 
with $100 each. They loved this! The students wrote and 
drew all about what they would buy with their $100. Over 
the week they bought 100 things in a bag. We displayed 
the different items in bags to see what 100 things can look 
like. There was heaps of discussion about the compare and 
contrast of items and their size, weight and density. 
Throughout the special day the children participate in 
a range of STEAM activities and challenges. They make 
and create sculptures, patterns and buildings from 100 
blocks, 100 shapes and various items. These activities allow 
the children to demonstrate their imaginative thinking, 
resourcefulness and inventiveness. Everyday of the year we 
count up to this 100 days of school. We use this to support 
the students’ mathematical thinking and consolidate 
numbers already learnt in Pre-primary. So you can imagine the excitement as we approach the day. The 
students complete a heap of great activities to mathematically learn more about 100. One of our activities 
is using an “old booth” which is an app that you can see what you will look like in 100 years. It is so much fun 
and the kids get a huge kick out of it. Try it at home if you like, but beware it can be a bit confronting as an 
adult.
The children as learners are celebrated on this day too. They get to create their own crowns that graduate 
them as 100 days smarter. We encourage the children to set a goal with their teacher and friends on this day. 
We discuss lifelong learning and predict all the things we will learn in the next 100 days. 
“WE LEARN SOMETHING NEW EVERYDAY”.
Never a dull moment here in Year 1.

100 days of school
Year 1, Room 12, Mrs Lewis

Room 4 have been getting to know their buddies in Room 44 
and decided to get together and talk about Reconciliation and 
NAIDOC weeks. We traced around our hands and feet, using the 
traditional Indigenous colours to create some interesting dot 
patterns. 
The children then swapped one of their hands and feet with their 
buddy. This artwork was kept as a momento. The children shared 
valuable thoughts with each other regarding Reconciliation and 
what it means to them, our school and the community. It was a 
fabulous afternoon and we are now planning our next catch up 
with our special friends. 

Reconciliation and Buddies
Year 1, Room 4, Mrs Hottes and Mrs Brierley
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The highlight of Year 2 was our class assembly. We told the story of 
“A Mouse called Julian”, a book that was nominated for children’s 
book of the year. We also sang a fun, action packed song called 
the Purple People Eater, which meant we were able to do fabulous 
dance moves and play the air guitar!!  
Our assembly was also on the day 
of the Book Week parade, so we 
were all dressed as our favourite 
character which added colour and 
excitement to our assembly item. 
We loved performing in front of our 
parents, friends and teachers. We 
had a super day.  

A Mouse called Julian and The 
Purple People Eater 
Year 2, Room 27, Mrs Miles and Ms Lewis

Our Year 4, Room 30 buddies visits are the thing we look 
forward to the most. We created beautiful, “Spring Flowers” in 
an art lesson using scrap coloured paper. We used our rulers to 
measure in centimetres. We measured the length and width of 
the stems and the perimeter of the vase. We had great fun and 
our buddies enjoyed sharing with us. 

Buddy Activities
Year 2, Room 3, Mrs Denniss and Ms Breen

As part of our Maths investigation, the students from Room 11 created 
Marble Mazes. The brief was to create a maze that would move a marble 
2 meters using turns, twists and gravity. In partners, the students 
designed mazes with the help of their big buddies from Room 31. 
They then collected recycled materials to begin construction. During 
construction the students trialed their maze and problem solved what 
materials worked best and adapted their designs.  
Mr Mackesey came down to inspect our designs and awarded some 
prizes. The students then reflected on their designs, identifying what 
worked well about their maze and what they would do differently, 
should they complete this challenge again.  
Eloise W: “I learnt that triangles are a stronger shape than squares.”  
Lincoln H: “If things didn’t go exactly to plan, we needed to adjust our 
thinking and try again.”  
Ren B: “I loved working with Henry and using teamwork to create our 
designs. We got to learn from each other. Teamwork makes dream 
work.” 

MARBLE MAZES 
Year 2, Room 11, Miss Lightly
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This semester we have been looking at friendship and 
what it means to us. Friendships help us to feel safe, 
supported and happy in and out of school. We meet 
our friends through all types of activities and situations. 
Friendships create a sense of belonging, promote 
learning, reduce stress and help develop children’s 
social skills. It is important that children are able to 
recognise unhealthy relationships early on and learn 
what it means to be a good friend. 
Our assembly was based on friendship. We each wore 
a hat with a meaningful friendship word on it. We sang 
a song and read our class poem. 
Room 8 is a class of friends who look out for each other 
and support each other both inside and outside the 
classroom. Each child is unique and on their own path 
of developing into a good friend. 

Friendships
Year 2, Room 8, Mrs Psaltis-Watkins and Mrs Coote

Harvey Ball, a commercial artist from the USA, created the 
smiley face in 1963. That image went on to become the 
most recognizable symbol of good will and good cheer on 
the planet.
The smiley face knows no politics, no geography and no 
religion.  Harvey’s idea was that for at least one day each 
year, neither should we.  He declared that the first Friday in 
October each year would henceforth be World Smile Day. 
We celebrated World Smile day by participating in craft 
activities with our buddies, making a class Happy Face 
puzzle and writing our own acts of kindness. Did you make 
someone smile today?

World Smile Day
Year 2, Room 6, Miss Grace

This is our class  
We are in Room 8 Year 2  
We’ve worked hard this year  
To make friendships anew.  

We know what it means to have friendship with trust  
You keep your friends secrets  
It is a definite must  

Friends lift you up  
They make you feel good  
They don’t step on you  
Right where you stood  

They lend a hand  
They ask you first  
What would you like me to do?  
So that you’re not feeling your worst.  

Friends give you compliments  
 When you’ve done something well  
They don’t become jealous  
And YOU don’t let YOUR head swell.  

Friends cheer for each other  
And give a pat on the back  
They don’t look at themselves   
And say what do I lack? 

Friends laugh together  
And not at each other  
They can giggle and giggle   
Ask any mother  

We all have different ways about us.   
We love everyone differently  
Without any fuss. 

We can all be a friend and make a friend too  
Just make sure you choose a friend who suits you.  
One who will listen   
and help you too  
One who lets you have a turn first  
Instead of bossing you.  

Listen to your heart  
t tells you a lot  
Whether the friendship is something  
you feel is right or not  

You can tell if a friend is solid and true  
Just remember to pay attention  
To things that matter to you. 
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Super Science
Science provides wonderful opportunities to engage in the world around 
us, as we develop critical and creative skills through teamwork and shared 
learning. In Term 4 we celebrated Science Week around the theme Food: 
Different by Design. Over the week students were engaged in a variety of 
activities about food and food production. We were very impressed by the 
entries in our STEM challenge, where the students designed a home for 
insects, birds, or reptiles. It was obvious that the students put lots of work into 
the designs, collecting natural materials and researching information about 
their animal. There were many insect hotels, some lizard lounges, and an 
assortment of bird homes.
To support the STEM challenge, Wayne Passmore a beekeeper, presented 
an informative and engaging talk about bees to the students in Pre-primary 
to Year 6. Wayne shared information about the importance of bees and 
pollination, and provided lots of fun facts. 
During Science Week Miss French and eight students from Year 6 entered 
the Scitech Brainstorm Challenge. Based on the design-thinking approach, 
the students were introduced to the concept of a circular economy through the design-thinking challenge 
“How might we re-purpose waste materials to design a product that improves life at school?” Students were 
guided through the five steps of empathise, define, ideate, prototype and test. Our two teams thoroughly 
enjoyed the day working collaboratively with their peers. Congratulations the team of Georgia Gwynne, 
Alistair Griffiths, Phoebe Jenkins and Lucas May, who won a prize at the Challenge day. 
It has been a fantastic year celebrating all things Science!

Mrs Meyer 

On Thursday 20 May, Room 7 got together with their Year 6 
buddies from Room 19 to celebrate World Bee Day 2021. The 
main purpose of World Bee Day is to spread awareness of 
the significance of bees, beekeeping and other pollinators 
for our survival. Sadly, there is a decline in the number of 
bees in our ecosystem due to habitat loss, climate change, 
pesticides, pests and disease, and invasive species.  
To start the morning we read a wonderful book by Raymond 
Huber called ‘The Flight of the Honey Bee’. It was a story 
about the life and journey of a honey bee called Scout and 
it also included lots of interesting facts about bees. Did you 
know: 
• “The average worker bee makes 1/12 of a teaspoon of 
honey in its lifetime” - Chloe 
• “To make one jar of honey a bee needs to visit 2 million 
flowers” - Henry 
• “Bees have an extra stomach to carry nectar in” - Quinlan 
• “Bees are furry, even their eyeballs” - Sienna 
We then viewed some videos and an informative powerpoint 
about Honey Bees and the life cycle of bees. Did you know: 
• “Bees have cleaners on their front legs to clean their 
antennae” - Jasper 
• “Bees have 5 eyes” - Harry and Jade 
• “When bees fly you can hardly see their wings” - Maddie 
• “Their wings flap at 200 beats per second” - Jay 
After our brains were loaded with information and facts 

about bees, we worked with our buddies to design a bee-friendly garden. The garden was filled with plants 
and flowers that would attract bees so they can collect nectar to take back to their hives. Some gardens even 
included beehives. 
We also made a craft bee out of egg cartons which we displayed in our classrooms to generate discussion 
with visitors about what World Bee Day is and the importance of bees in our ecosystem. 

Busy Bee Buddies
Year 2, Room 7, Miss Reeve
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BOOK WEEK MAKES MARVELLOUS MEMORIES

Book week was extraordinary and exceptional in 
2021. The Book Week parade returned this year and 
was voted by all as the best ever. Two parades were 
held, with Year 3 to 6 in the hangar followed by the 
Pre-primary to Year 2 on the tiger turf, twice the fun! 
A sprinkle or two, but it never rained, and Mr Norman 
aka ‘Dumbledore’ with a lot of help from his mum; 
and Mrs Hardman aka ‘Little Miss Sunshine’ and Mrs 
Meyers aka ‘Where’s 
Wally?’ had the music 
bopping and children 
danced, laughed and 
skipped around proudly 
showing their costumes 
to an enraptured 
audience.
The creativity shown 
in the homemade 
costumes, the delight 
of the students in 
sharing them and the 
comparisons amongst 
staff costumes, with 
points for effort and 
creativity, really added 
to the joy and marvellousness that is a Mount 
Hawthorn book week parade.
The students played the elimination game with the 
CBCA shortlist of picture books and voted ‘Not Cute’ 

Library, Mrs Kelly, Mrs Townsend and Mrs Sturgeon

about a very cute quokka, and then ‘Your Birthday 
Was the Best’ with a cockroach eating all the cake 
and scaring the children. We all did laugh! However, 
the CBCA judges chose ‘How to Make a Bird’ that 
required imagination and empathy, with beautiful 
illustrations. The students voted that reading 
amazing books, and reading before bed at night, is a 
joy that will be life-long! 

Just like the BOOK WEEK MARVELLOUS MEMORIES 
AT MOUNT HAWTHORN!
We also had a marvellous book sale at recess and 
lunch on the Thursday of Book Week. The awesome 
Mrs Kelly and her band of amazing, Year 6 library 
monitors (best ever) shared the joy that is buying 
a new book and helping a good cause. Mount 
Hawthorn raised $214 for the Indigenous Literacy 
Fund. We really are Marvellous Mount Hawthorn!

National Simultaneous Storytime
On Wednesday 19 May we celebrated National 
Simultaneous Storytime, when the same story is 
read in thousands of libraries throughout Australia 
and New Zealand. This year, the book was ‘Give Me 
Some Space!’ by our new favourite author Philip 
Bunting. Una, travelling through space, discovers 
that we are all crew of the most spectacular 
spaceship in the universe, Earth. The library was 
galactic and we had an out of the world experience, 
as it was read from the International Space Station, 
by NASA astronaut Shannon Walker.

Library Borrowing is Brilliant
In 2021, 18,306 books were borrowed, read and 
returned. 
Our amazing monitors, parent helpers and library 
staff, Mrs Kelly and Mrs Underwood do an awesome 
job of keeping on top of accessioning all the new 
books that come in each month. Mrs Sturgeon and 
Mrs Townsend read to the students in library each 
week and enjoy seeing the students’ enraptured 
faces. 
This is what makes our library marvellous!
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This year Room 42 and their Year 1 buddies teamed up 
to present an assembly about the Buddy Programme at 
Mount Hawthorn. 
We helped write out what we would say by brainstorming 
all the great things about buddies in our school. 
We talked about what it means to be a buddy and a good 
friend. 
We talked about what is similar and different and how both 
of those things are good. 
We learnt a song and dance about buddies which was a lot 
of fun too.  
We performed it for the parents and the Year 1 and 3 
children.  
We really enjoyed meeting up each week and practising for 
our assembly. 
It was great to help our little buddies learn their lines and 
the steps for the dance, it’s like having a cute little brother 
or sister who looks to you to help them and we did! 

Buddy Assembly
Year 3, Room 42, Mrs Murphy

Here in Room 43, we have been exploring the capabilities of the wonderous digital world. Students have 
learnt about online safety, digital citizenship, and the digital footprint that is left as soon as we interact online.  
Students used online Microsoft PowerPoint templates to 
design and create their own digital posters, ensuring that 
they had a clear message about internet safety.  
“Internet Safety means how to be safe online, don’t cyber 
bully and never click on pop-ups online, or you could get 
hacked.” Neve 
“If you are not sure about something you see on the 
internet, ask a parent or guardian.” Noah  
“Don’t share your passwords. Be an internet detective. Look 
for fake news or fake links.” Avery  
“Make sure a parent knows that you are online.” Aurora  
“Don’t share your private information online.” Nakita  
“Be kind. No one will want to be near you if you aren’t kind. 
Also, you might get kicked off the internet.” Mila  
“A digital footprint is when you search something on the 
internet that can never be deleted.” Chloe  
“Keep your account safe by knowing what is right and wrong to send.”  Noah  
“Don’t include yourself in arguments online.” Angelina  
“Always check over what you have written before you share it online.” Finn 
“Don’t use an obvious password such as 123456 or ‘password’.” Isaac M 
“Be kind to other people and don’t bully.” Maggie  
“If you have old social media accounts, delete them.” Liam  
“Make sure you’re allowed on the app.” Audrey

Internet Safety
Year 3, Room 43, Ms Baker
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The students in Year 3 Room 35 have been learning about measuring length 
as well as collecting, recording and analysing data. To tie all of this learning 
together and make a connection to the real world, we did an investigation 
where the students had to collect and compare their own body measurements 
in order to find relationships between various body parts, such as, “my arm span 
equals my height.”
After having heaps of fun measuring our partner and collecting the data, we 
analysed the results and found that there was a relationship between the length 
of our pinky, our ear and our nose! We were very excited to discover this.

How do I measure up?
Year 3, Room 35, Mrs Kalebic and Ms Hogg

In Semester one the Year 3 students from Room 45 
enjoyed investigating which materials conduct heat 
and those that reflect.  
They then designed, built and tested their 
lunchboxes.  
It was loads of fun!

Investigations
Year 3, Room 45, Mrs Fraser and 
Mrs Lewis

Our Year 3, Room 40 class assembly was so much fun. We had been learning about fixed mindsets and 
growth mindsets throughout the year and we had been practising how we could change a negative frame 
of mind to a positive frame of mind. To add to that, during Term 3 in Biological Science, we studied animals 
and how to use a branching key. Part of the branching key includes molluscs, annelids, arachnids, insects, 
and myriapods. These all make up 
what we call mini beasts. We had a 
great time walking around our school 
environment looking for mini beasts. 
Aidan even found Dale the snail! 
We also studied Eric Carle who was a 
world famous author and illustrator 
of children’s books. He wrote all about 
nature because when he was growing 
up, he spent a lot of time in the forests 
exploring nature. We read many of his 
books in class and loved all of them. 
Did you know that Eric Carle died on 
23 May 2021? He was almost 92 years 
old.  
So, Mrs Williams wrote us a play that 
we could perform at our assembly 
including ideas from everything we 
learnt. Our assembly was about a 
caterpillar with a negative mind set 
and lots of mini beasts that try to change his mind set to a positive one. Many of the ideas came from Eric 
Carle books. We only had three days to get it ready and we did an absolutely amazing performance for our 
audience. The play was funny and a bit sad but everyone was happy in the end. Charlotte and Josephine 
were our caterpillars and they went through complete metamorphosis to change into beautiful butterflies. 
Mrs Williams was incredibly proud of us all. 

Year 3, Room 40, Mrs Williams
Our assembly
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This year our tournament was held in Term 2 for the first time. We had all Year 4 students participate and 
have a go.  
This Grand Final was played in front of a packed Hangar of Year 4’s and parents of the players. The finalists 
were Liam, Rosie, Eva, and Theo. The match went to a deciding third set with Liam and Rosie finishing as our 
victors. The sportsmanship from all players was just exceptional.  
As Year 4 teachers, we want to commend the spectators on their fantastic tennis support for the finalists.  
It was a fantastic experience, and I am looking forward to seeing some of our students continue to play. 
Year 5 Umpires need a mention: Ava, Sasha, Annabelle, Darcy, Jasmine, Chloe, Jordy, Patrick, Isaac, Jake, 
Malachy, Henry, Max G and Thomas from Room 44. Amelia, Sadie, Alia and Asha from Room 38. Thanks for all 
being so immensely helpful! 

Tennis Tournament
Year 4, Room 30, Mr Thompson

In Term 2 the students created their own models of Nature Play Playgrounds. The students researched 
images of playgrounds made mostly of natural materials as a homework task. They had to select four images 
of playgrounds, paste them onto a word document and think about what aspects of those playgrounds they 
may want to include in their own model playground construction.
Using their research as inspiration, the students then undertook the task of designing their own playground. 
They had to take into account the design consideration of incorporating play equipment which would 
require using different skills like balance, step, swing and slide.

After drawing a side view, top view, designing the base of the playground (which was to be on an A4 
sized piece of card) and listing the materials that they needed, they began the process of building their 
playground.
The students loved the activity and were proud of their efforts. They showcased them to their buddy class 
and displayed them in the classroom. 

Model Playgrounds-STEm
Year 4, Room 31, Mrs Kiddle



Mount Hawthorn primary school annual report 2021   page 19  

In Year 4 we have the opportunity to be a Waste Warrior. This includes looking after the worm farm. Every 
day, we put the worm buckets outside our classroom 
(Room 33) for people to put their food scraps in. These 
include, banana peels, apple cores, strawberry tops, 
watermelon, broccoli, carrots and lettuce, but remember, 
NO CITRUS!
Worms also can’t eat fish, onions, garlic, chili, meat, bread 
and dairy products.
On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, the four worm warriors 
for that week, collect food scraps from the children at 
recess and lunchtime. They then take their buckets down to 
the worm farm area behind the canteen.
First, they pour the scraps into a metal bucket and grab 
a shovel and mush it up. Next, depending on what day it 
is, they open the worm fridge and pull the felt blanket off. 
They rake a hole in a different area each day and pour half 
the food scraps into one fridge and the other half into the 
other fridge. They scrape the soil over the food scraps and place the felt blanket over the top. After that, they 
fill up the watering can and pour it on top of the felt blanket. Last but not least, they close the worm fridge 
and collect the worm wee. This is very good for fertilising your garden!
Finally, they wash out the metal buckets then come back in two days to repeat the process.
Reported by Leilani RB, Rosie W and Edie S, Year 4 Room 33

Worm Farm news
Year 4, Room 33, Mrs Jesson

A fun way to do a book review 
and share good books is a PAPER 
BAG TALK. This term all the Year 
4 students promoted one of 
their favourite reads through 
a Paper Bag Talk. They chose 
five objects that represented 
something significant in the novel; 
a character, a setting, an event 
or special object and presented 
these as part of their oral 
presentation. They also decorated 
their bag to show how much they 
enjoyed their novel.  

Paper Bag Talks
Year 4, Room 32, Mrs Fletcher and Mr Gryta
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Excellent! Bravo! Oh wow, what amazing history talks! Ghost of the Swan River Colony to be exact. From 
Moondyne Joe to Edith Cowan, architects, explorers, 
and many more. We all saw many good costumes and 
amazing props. As part of our history activities in HASS, 
we took the timeline back to the 1800s, leading us to 
their great adventures. Everybody put their best effort 
into the talks and showed us what they can do. Don’t 
forget our parents, the costume and prop designers 
of the adventures, making a week of hard-working 
history amazing! I spoke to some classmates of mine 
and heard what they thought about the ghosts that 
came to our school. 
“I enjoy speaking in front of an audience and being C Y 
O’Connor, I also like watching everyone else.” Darcy H  
“I liked the humour in my talk and acting as Ellen 
Stirling.” Chloe R 
“I was relieved when it was all over, but I also enjoyed 

telling the story of John Forest.” Sam O 
“Researching Annie Dorrington was fun and doing my speech was a blast.” Ava-Rose B 
Well, that’s what we got up to in Amazing, Spectacular Room 44.  Amber. H 

Ghost of the Swan River Colony
Year 5, Room 44, Mr McKenzie and Mr Pearson

Inquiry-based learning has been an integral part of our year together in Room 26. As inquirers, we have 
asked questions, thought deeply and developed conceptual understandings across learning areas.  
In one unit of work, we explored food and fibre production and the technology used in the agricultural 
industry. We investigated different types of farms in Australia and made connections to their geographical 
location and climate. Student questions provoked and guided our learning such as, what is it like being a 
farmer? Which raw commodity has the most processing? and how many emissions are emitted to produce 
a crate of fruit?  
To take our learning further, we chose a raw 
commodity to research and discover how it travels 
from ‘Paddock to Plate’ or ‘Farm to Fork’. One group 
even studied ‘Crops to Chopsticks’! We learnt about 
supply chains and applied our understanding 
to create a 3D model of the production process. 
Our knowledge of the Habits of Mind (learning 
dispositions) supported us to be open minded and 
work effectively in small, collaborative groups.  
The marketing aspect of running a business was of 
particular interest to the class and we honed our 
technology skills to advertise our newly formed 
companies. We created brochures, wrote jingles and 
even composed music using Chrome Music Lab. We 
love the transdisciplinary nature of Inquiry! 
To top it all off, we hosted a Commodity Expo to share 
our expertise to our families and pre-primary buddies. 
“It feels like the Perth Royal Show!” said one proud parent. 
Learning firsthand from an expert in the community was inspiring. We had the pleasure of meeting Farmer 
Damian and his dairy cow and learnt about milk production and the dairy farming industry. Following our 
incursion, the students received an Augmented Reality (AR) journal to enjoy. Our gratitude and thanks go to 
the WA Farmers Federation! 
We continue to wonder and ask questions, and some of the issues we are keen to explore further are food 
miles and the impact of climate change. The power of inviting the learner in to make decisions, to help 
design the pathway of learning and curate their own work recognises that the learner is at the very centre of 
the inquiry process. The power of inquiry....

Inquiry
Year 5, Room 26, Ms Hill
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There’s nothing complicated about equality.
Room 38 are invested in history learning surrounding 
colonisation and the resulting impacts on the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. We have explored, not only the 
effects of the past, but also the future steps Australians can 
take towards greater recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples.  To conceptualise the feeling of ‘privilege’, 
students in our class were divided into two groups where they 
witnessed differences in treatment, access to equipment and 
opportunity to learn. Although disguised at first, one by one, 
by one, by one… the students of Room 38 started to figure out 
what was occurring.  
This demonstration of inequality sparked discussion about what it looked like, what it sounded like and how 
it felt. We couldn’t believe how this simple demonstration ignited so much passion and we were able to 
recognise the difference of perspective. 
“You (Miss Cross) weren’t treating everyone fairly and you were favouring the people with blonde hair like 
yours.” Dhilan D. 
“I felt happy that I was being treated well, but I felt bad for the others” Fraser M. 
“I felt annoyed and like I wasn’t supposed to be in the classroom. I also felt sad and left out. I feel like It was 
unfair and no-one should be made to feel like that” Charlie J. 
“It kind of made me feel insecure. I now know how it must feel for others to be experiencing that” Sadie N. 
“I felt very mistreated and frustrated” Oscar H. 
“I was on the edge of crying or shouting, I knew I had done nothing wrong. It was a very clear idea of how 
inequality can feel” Asha L. 
“I felt happy about being able to do all the fun things and sit on comfy chairs. I felt a little guilty though” Zeke 
B. 
Our learning has continued as we have explored Terra Nullius and the courage of Eddie Mabo to stand up for 
what is right. We have also learned about the 1967 Referendum and the events of the Pinjarra Massacre. 
“I feel outraged when learning about Terra Nullius! Just because the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples didn’t have cement “houses” and “roads”, this didn’t class as a ‘proper’ settlement? They were settled 
for thousands of years, it was just different.” Alia, GT. 
“Hearing about this broke my heart” Charlie P. 
Room 38 are engaged historians who are invested in making change and learning from our past. 

equality
Year 5, Room 38, Miss Cross

In Australia we are blessed with an amazing climate 
and there’s so many incredible outdoor spaces we 
have access to that we have been taking advantage 
of this year, particularly with our buddies in Year 2, 
Room 6.  
In Semester 1, we made the most of our incredible 
outdoor classroom, and rehearsed and performed 
readers theatre in the new outdoor space. We read 
with our buddies, designed and built props, practiced 
our acting skills and then performed to the rest of the 
classes. We also conducted some outdoor ‘getting 
to know you’ activities which encouraged us to work 
collaboratively and communicate between older 
students and younger students.  

In Semester 2, we’ve continued to build our relationships with our buddies, with world smile day, NAIDOC 
week activities and more FUN in the SUN activities. We’re grateful to have access to awesome benches at the 
front of our school which we use on numerous occasions to work, collaborate and play.   
Buddy programs are exceptionally valuable as they give Upper School students and Lower School students a 
chance to bond in a sort of mentor-mentee kind of role. We love our Buddies and the outdoor classroom has 
been instrumental in providing an exciting space for us to explore and play together in.

Buddy Fun in the Sun
Year 5, Room 47, Miss Dinsdale
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May’s Story: The “Together Towards the Future” Mural

This breathtaking mural honours a pioneer in education, May O’Brien, who impacted Mount Hawthorn 
students and scores of Aboriginal students across Western Australia. 
This is a collaborative piece designed by J.D. Penangke and hope_perth.  Jade Dolman is an Aboriginal 
artist with Whadjuk/Ballardong, Eastern Arrernte heritage. Brandan, also known as Hope, is a renowned 
contemporary graffiti artist.  May O’Brien’s story is an integral part of Mount Hawthorn Primary School. She 
was the first female Aboriginal teacher in Western Australia. Mrs O’Brien grew up at Mt Margaret Mission, in 
the Northern Goldfields. In those days Aboriginal children were not even allowed to attend State Schools, but 
she was determined from childhood to become a teacher. 
In 1961 she broke ground and was the first aboriginal teacher to teach non-Aboriginal children. She taught 
at Mount Hawthorn Primary School for 10 years. Later she became an Aboriginal Education Consultant for 
the Department of Education and went on to become Superintendent of Aboriginal Education, retiring in 
1988.  May was committed to keeping language and stories alive, publishing four bi-lingual story books in 
her language, Wongutha, and English.  In 2012 she told the ABC about her love of reading: “I grew up in the 
era when Aboriginal people were not allowed to go to public schools…we were very lucky at Mount Margaret. 
Even though the Education Department wasn’t responsible for the education of Aboriginal children at that 
time, we had a mission school.” “It was so exciting, learning to read and that’s where I realised the power of 
words and reading.”
May was an inspiring woman and sadly passed away in 2020 at the age of 87. This beautiful mural is a tribute 
to her, and her impact on education and our school and area.
The “Together Towards the Future” Mural symbolically 
illustrates:
• The story of May O’Brien.
• Our shared cultural experiences and education.
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mount hawthorn out of school hours centre - osca
Profile
• Providing age-appropriate out of school hours childcare in a 

safe, trusting and enjoyable environment
• Promoting independence and giving children the opportunity 

to gain a sense of responsibility and express freedom of choice 
whilst developing friendships

• Not-for-profit organisation
• Reports to a committee comprised of volunteer parents using 

OSCA
• Licence and service approval provided by Dept of 

Communities and Care Regulatory Unit
• Implements My Time Our Place – Framework for School Age 

Care in Australia, part of the Australian Government’s National 
Quality Framework

OSCA provides before (BSC) and after school care (ASC) during 
the school year to primary school children (PP – Year 6) in the 
Mount Hawthorn community. The school holiday program 
encompasses a broad range of activities for children of MHPS as 
well as the broader community. While completely independent of 
each other, MHPS and OSCA share a supportive and collaborative 
relationship which benefits the school’s families.
The OSCA Educators are skilled in inspiring exploration and 
conversation, helping children to improve their communication 
skills, learn from each other and play together in a safe and 
friendly environment.

Reflection on 2021
The Coronavirus pandemic was a real test of everyone’s agility and 
resilience in 2020, and this continued to be challenged in 2021. In 
February, the start of the new school year was delayed by a week 
as we snapped into lockdown at short notice, and the OSCA crew 
spun up full time care for children of essential workers literally 
overnight! It was déjà vu leading up to both the Term 1 and Term 
2 school holidays, where we had the threat of lockdowns again leading into the holidays and needed to 
be prepared with alternative arrangements. If practice makes perfect, then we’ve become pretty good at 
spinning our care arrangements around to respond to whatever the universe throws at us!
At our AGM this year, we said thank you to our outgoing Committee President, Andrew Griffiths who 
has delivered many great outcomes with the team over several years. Susanna Wills-Johnson takes the 
reins from Andrew, and Nadia Saba is Secretary. Our thanks also to Sam Drabble (outgoing Treasurer), 
Caroline Rusden (outgoing Secretary), Mikel Jurisich and Phil Jennings for their efforts during their time 

on the Committee. We’re still on the hunt for 
a new Treasurer and welcome a couple of new 
Committee members too, so if you can afford 
2 – 3 hours a month to help provide support and 
guidance to Wilma and the team, please let us 
know!
We continue to get rave reviews for our school 
holiday schedules (from the kids and the parents!), 
and great feedback about the programs made 
available to the kids in before and after school 
care. In the latter part of this year we will take the 
time to survey parents about the whole OSCA 
experience so we can better tailor our services to 
the needs of our families.
Please visit our website for more information 
about our services, activities, policies and 
enrolments: www.mthawthornosca.com.au.
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The inter school athletics carnival was held on 
Wednesday 22 September 2021. The schools who 
were competing against each other were Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School, Wembley Primary 
School, Subiaco Primary School, Karrinyup Primary 
School and Floreat Primary School. 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School hosted the 
carnival, lead by Mrs Sue Kenny and Mrs Anita Putt. 
The events at the carnival were tunnel ball, 
leaderball, passball and corner spry. The races were 
the 100m sprint and the baton relay. The events 
earned each team points for their school. 
The carnival was a great day to be outside, enjoy 
the sunshine and meet new friends during the 
events. Congratulations to Wembley Primary 
School who were the overall winners. 
Taj H and Juliet B, Room 18 Year 6 

This year Room 23 Year 6 students worked together to create a STEM project that required individual 
contributions and partnered collaboration. 
This year’s topic was recycling, so we decided to make 
recycled dog kennels for a toy dog named Scruffy. 
Together the class used cooperation and teamwork 
to finish their assignment. 
Only recycled materials were used to make the dog 
houses. Students found that using recycled materials 
meant they had to apply problem solving skills to 
make a suitable house and many thought if they 
were able to use unrecyclable materials the houses 
would have looked much better and even more 
different! 
A point system was run to determine the winner. 
Everything bought or un-recycled had points 
deducted from the overall mark. No paint was used 
and the houses had to be somewhat weatherproof. 
Overall, the class enjoyed the experience and said 
that it was a good project that encouraged them to 
make use of items available rather than purchasing 
new.  
By Abby B and Eve L

Stem Project

InterSchool Athletics Carnival
Year 6, Room 18, Mr Norman

Years 6, Room 23, Mrs Gillies
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During Term 3, the Year 6 students all chose a topic to prepare and then deliver a talk on to their class for 
the Year 6 Public Speaking Competition. There were all sorts of topics, including, the brain, Minecraft, time, 
nuclear fusion, what your parents do after you go to bed, Doctor Who, Steve Jobs, surfing and The Fremantle 
Prison, just to name a few. After all the talks were presented, four students from each class were selected to 
go into the finals. The standard of the talks were 
so high it was very difficult to only pick the 16 
students that would be in the competition. 
The finals were held on Monday 13 September in 
the Year 6 block, in front of all the Year 6 students, 
teachers and parents of the finalists. Mr Mackesey, 
Ms Nash, Mrs Rock and Josh Paparde (ex-student 
of MHPS) were asked to do the very difficult job of 
judging the finals. All the students did an amazing 
job and should be congratulated for their efforts. 
It is a difficult thing to get up in front of peers and 
adults and present a speech. However, a winner 
had to be chosen and after much deliberation the 
outcome was.  
1st Place - Kingsley J  
2nd Place - Walter G  
3rd Place - Harper F  
4th Place - Amelia B  

public speaking competition

Year 6 Room 22 took on their Term 1 project challenge of building a fully functioning cardboard chair which 
would hold the crash test dummy, Mrs Burton. We presented and tested our chairs on the last Monday of 
term, and we also had a Pre-primary class kindly come and review and test out our chairs. 
Every student either got in groups or worked by themselves to make 
a functioning chair using only cardboard, within eight weeks. At first 
lots of students didn’t think it was possible but, it was, because we 
had plenty of working chairs sitting in our classroom on Monday 
morning.  
Over the weeks and weekends we designed, made models and 
constructed the chairs. We researched designs and used this 
inspiration for our own chairs.  We created almost a mood board of 
our inspiration, and made booklets, explaining our design choices 
and method. We built small scale models of our ideas to test out our 
theories. Some students went all out with amazing ideas for rocking 
chairs and swinging chairs, but unfortunately, like every other project, 
things went wrong. But that’s the part of the project that the learning 
comes from. Learning that making mistakes, trying to fix them and 
bounce back is part of life. The design might have been flimsy or 
wasn’t strong enough to hold weight. Some students were feeling 
really stressed when that happened but learning how to bounce 
back and keep going was the most important part of the project. 
After construction, some students decided to decorate the finished 
product.  Everyone made a different type of chair, from a rocking 
chair to a small stool. All the chairs looked amazing and worked 
perfectly. 
It was tough at times but we all made it out the other side alive. We learned that most things are possible 
if we put our minds to it. We found that sometimes you have to work with a partner and that maybe you 
might not like an idea of theirs at first but you find a way to compromise and move forward and not give up. 
In Room 22 we try to do things right. We are learning how to try new things, make mistakes, bounce back 
and be resilient. We laughed and annoyed each other but in the end we are Room 22, if we all just do our 
best we call this success! 

Chair Challenge

Year 6, Room 19, Miss French

Years 6, Room 22, Mrs Burton
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Faction Carnival
Each year all students at MHPS have swimming 
lessons for two weeks. I love learning to swim so 
when I go to the beach or pool I feel safe in the 
water.  
Our swimming lessons are held at Beatty Park, 
one of Perth’s largest leisure centres. The lessons 
culminate in our Faction Swimming Carnival which 
is held at HBF Stadium in the indoor pool. At the 
carnival we cheer on our faction and we try to get as 
many points as we can and we all try to go for the 
ribbon first. 
This year the swimming carnival took place for 
students in Years 4 – 6 on Tuesday 9 March.  Menzies, 
Braithwaite, Axford and Shakespeare factions all 
participated in this event. We arrived around 9.30am 
and left about 2.30pm. There were 25m and 50m 
races in breaststroke, freestyle, backstroke and relays. 
There were also fun games in the diving pool so that 
everyone could participate and enjoy the whole day. 
Parents and teachers were the Judges, but Mrs Putt 
and Ms Kenny did an amazing job getting us ready 
for the day. Braithwaite won the carnival this year for 
the fourth year in a row and Menzies received the 
Bonus Points Shield. We all went home with a smile 
on our faces as we all had a fun day and, of course, a 
big sugar overload! 
Sam R and Marcus C 

Swimming

Faction Carnival
The Year 5 and 6 Athletics Carnival was held on 
Friday 3 September this year. The conditions were 
fantastic for sporting events and a wonderful day 
was had by all. Students competed in flat races 
first and wowed the crowd with their speed. The 
races were followed by the team games Leader ball, 
Pass ball and Tunnel ball. The games were exciting 
to watch and all very close finishes. The carnival 
finished with hurdles and relay races, an electrifying 
way to finish up. 
Everyone marched back to school after an enjoyable 
day and met with the rest of the school in the 
Hangar, to find out the end result of all the carnivals. 
The Champion Boy and Girl and runner ups for each 
year level were announced and the whole school 
cheered loudly while they received their medals. The 
Braithwaite Faction Leaders proudly accepted the 
Bonus Points Shield. Then the moment everyone 
had been waiting for and the students of Axford 
erupted into cheers when they discovered they had 
won the Faction Carnival. 
Well done AXFORD!!!! 
The end of another year of carnivals, expertly 
organised by Mrs Putt and Mrs Kenny.  

athletics

sport at mount hawthorn
Mrs Kenny and Mrs Putt

Year 6, Room 19, Miss French
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What a busy and exciting year it has been for our students who study Italian. Despite our borders being 
closed, students have had some fantastic opportunities to practice their Italian in real life settings. Students 
have also been able to demonstrate their outstanding skills in various language competitions.  

WA Italian Teachers Association 
Competition 
In term 2, students prepared and submitted entries 
into the statewide Italian Languages Competition. 
Topics this year reflected the updated Languages 
Curriculum: 
Year 2: Describe a Carnevale Character 
Year 3: Describe the animals in your pet shop 
Year 4: Describe a student’s typical day 
Year 5: Research Italian housing and write a real 
estate advertisement  
Year 6: Describe the hobbies that you like doing on 
the weekend 
Our students performed extremely well with 4x first 
places in Year 2, 4, 5 and 6. A number of other students also placed or received a commendation. Students 
put in a phenomenal effort into their submissions and they should be very proud of their results. Bravissimi 
studenti! 

Languages Live! 
This year our school participated in a live stream 
Languages Competition. Students were able to cheer 
on the MHPS team via video link. Students from 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 had to read an Italian passage and 
then answer questions about it in English whilst 
competing against other schools. Well done to our 
students who performed brilliantly! 

Year 6 Italian Dinner at Bistro Bellavista 
Our annual Italian dinner for our Year 6 students was 
held at Bistro Bellavista in East Perth in September. 
115 students arrived dressed in their “elegante” attire 
and were photographed on the red carpet before 
stepping into the restaurant and beginning the 
evening’s festivities. Great atmosphere, delicious 
food and wonderful company made it a night to 
remember! 

Year 5 Pasta with Chef Valentina 
Year 5 students made delicious tagliatelle pasta under the direction of 
Chef Valentina. She used 10 kg of flour, 80 eggs and 16 bottles of tomato 
sauce… the quantities were enormous! After the cooking lesson, students 
got the opportunity to sample their homemade pasta with an authentic 
but simple tomato sugo and plenty of parmigiano - che buonissima! Some 
students even went in for seconds and thirds much to the delight of their 
Italian teacher. Watch out for our students as contestants on MasterChef - 
impressive skills demonstrated by all! 

Year 2, 3 and 4 Gelato, Gelato e Gelato! Che Buonissimo! 
Being in Mt Hawthorn comes with many benefits including visiting our 
local gelataria “Affogato” and ordering gelato in Italian with shop owners Mario and Franco. How fortunate 
MHPS students are to have little Italy on our doorstep and to be able to converse with Italian native speakers. 
Students spent many weeks practising their role-plays in class and making sure their pronunciation was 
“autentico.” On the day, students confidently conversed in Italian by placing their order and showing 
appreciation by demonstrating excellent manners. 
A memory our students will forever cherish!
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More than a Word: Reconciliation Takes Action 2021 
The Years 1 - 3 students used the scratch art technique and drew oil pastel underneath black paint and then 
scratched off the paint to create these footprints. 
The oil pastel colours underneath the paint are either colours from the Aboriginal, Torres Strait Island or 
Australian Flags. The children also created a fictitious Earth Flag and they had a choice of any of these colour 
combinations. 
The Noongar symbols drawn on the footprint are 
a combination of things you would expect to find 
on land or ‘country’ and various animal tracks. We 
discussed these explicitly and the children had a 
choice of creating a story with the symbols or using 
the symbols as a pattern. 
The theme this year for Reconciliation week is Under 
One Sky: Yesterday, Today and Forever. (The Schools 
Reconciliation Challenge for Writing and Art) The 
footprints represent walking in the past, the present 
and the future. The black paint that remains on the 
footprint represents the night sky. 
The different angles of the feet in the sand pit 
distinguish: the past; what we are now learning 
in the present and how empowered we will all be 
walking into the future about further understanding 
Australia’s Indigenous heritage.

Year 5 and 6 Art 
At the end of Term 1 the school farewelled Mrs 
Edmiston, who retired after teaching for many years 
at Mount Hawthorn, and I joined the team teaching 
the Years 5 and 6 classes. The warm welcome and 
positive vibes I received from both staff and students 
was inspiring and exciting! 
Each Year 5 class undertook different projects focusing on a variety of skills and processes and exploring 
all the elements of art. We had beautiful ‘painting in the negative’ artworks inspired by West Australian 
artist, Sarah Robey; fantastic plastic bottle/papier mache birds; intricate and exquisite painted paper collage 
Australian native birds and some cut paper positive message posters inspired by contemporary artist, Lynn 
Giunta. We also sewed stuffed toys, made lino prints, Notan designs and drew Zentangles. The art room was 
soon feeling joyful, filled with colour and beauty. 
The Year 6 classes also had fun exploring a range of projects. One class created Steampunk animals from 
recycled bits and pieces, experimented with different ways to keep their constructions together and learned 
painting techniques that made their animals appear to be of vintage metal. Another class discovered the 
ceramic art of American artist, Kimmy Kantell, and made their own ceramic masks in his style. 

art at mount hawthorn
Mrs Driscoll and Miss Adlam, Art Specialists

Under One Sky Poem
Under One Sky  
Under the bright of the moon,  
Under the twinkling darkness of the stars   
A long time ago we walked, our footprints made.  

Under the bright of the moon,  
Under the twinkling darkness of the stars 
Now we walk, our footprints heard.  

Under the bright of the moon,  
Under the twinkling darkness of the stars 
Toward the future we walk, our footprints assured.  

Reconciliation Week 2021 
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Room 22 used a mixed media approach to create incredible birds inspired by Australian artist, Grotti Lotti 
and Room 18 used gelli plates to print patterned paper which they then cut up to make Australian wildflower 
still life collages. 
One really rewarding project was creating BotJoys with the Year 6s from Room 23. BotJoys are a worldwide 
movement begun in Portland, Oregon by artist Gary Hirsch. The students painted little robots on blank 
dominoes and we went for a walk down to the Mount Hawthorn shops on Scarborough Beach Rd and left 
our little joy filling art pieces where people could find them. It was lovely to receive a really great email from 
someone who found one and he said it had indeed ‘brightened my afternoon’. 

All of the Year 5 and 6 students took part in a competition which came about after one of our parents made 
boomerangs and donated them to the school. He asked us to paint them so the students’ brief was to 
incorporate the Noongar history of the area, Noongar symbols and features of the school into their design. 
The three winners presented the painted boomerangs at our NAIDOC Week assembly. 
The end of Term 3 was all about coming up with whole class collaborative pieces for the P & C Mount 
Hawthorn Masterpieces Art Auction on 12 November. This has been a challenging, yet highly rewarding, 
exercise. We have created a great range of masterpieces inspired by contemporary artists that have sold well! 
Term 4 is a busy term with all Year 6 students painting a self-portrait that will be displayed at their 
Graduation assembly, and the Year 5s continuing to develop and improve on a range of skills and explore 
varied and interesting artists. It has been a joy to be a part of the Mount Hawthorn community and I feel so 
happy that Art is really appreciated and celebrated here. 
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Term 3 was a musical festival fiesta! 
Our orchestra, band and choir had the opportunity to showcase their hard work and talents at their 
respective festivals. 
Both orchestra and band performed at ABODA Band and Orchestra Festival at Churchlands Senior 
High School in their magnificent auditorium. They each performed three pieces magnificently and then 
participated in a workshop, led by adjudicators. What an amazing experience and congratulations to 
both ensembles and their directors, Dale Pointon and Andrea Carter, for your hard work and polished 
performances. 
Our super dooper singers from the Mount Hawthorn Choir, The Hawthorn Hummers, were part of the 
Massed Choir Festival at the Perth Concert Hall in September. They harmonised with students from other 
schools, learning eleven songs with actions, accompanied by a live band. It was a truly incredible event. One 
of our students, Sarah Sfakianakis, was selected as a soloist and performed so beautifully.  Congratulations to 
our performing students and thank you for making our community so proud. 

music at mount hawthorn
Mrs Hardman and Mrs Smart, Music

In Junior Music, we have been analysing the cartoon 
Silly Symphony- Music Land, an old Disney cartoon 
released in 1935. All the characters are musical 
instruments! 
Harmony is the strong theme of the cartoon.  The 
Land of Symphony and The Isle of Jazz begin as 
enemies with the “Sea of Discord” between them. 
They soon learn that harmony is so much better than 
war. In the end, they build a “Bridge of Harmony” 
between the two islands and peace prevails. 
We have learnt about the 4 Instrument families 
through the cartoon – Woodwind, Percussion, Brass 
and String. 
We also learnt how music adds so much atmosphere 
and meaning to cartoons. We love how there are no voices in the cartoon – only musical sounds to represent 
speech. 
Silly Symphony has become a firm favourite in Junior Music. If you haven’t watched it, you should. I wonder if 
you can spot all the music references in the cartoon, as we did? See if you can spot the piano stairs, the tuba 
engine, the drum seats, the xylophone boat and the double bass tree!  

Harmony - Silly Symphony Music Land 
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