
Mount Hawthorn Primary School strives to achieve 
rigorous academic standards whilst we also seek to 
foster the emotional intelligence and developmental 
well-being of our students. ‘Skipping to school’ is a 
suitable and apt metaphor that reflects our daily 
objectives.

Mount Hawthorn PS remains not only a school of 
choice but is also a growing school, with unique 
and deeply embedded links to the local and wider 
community. The reputation of Mount Hawthorn 
is keenly understood across WA enjoying strong 
support from both the highly organised school board 
as well as the deeply committed staff and volunteers 
fundamental to the success of Mount Hawthorn PS.

The focus of Mount Hawthorn PS remains high 
quality programs with their goals accountably 
and clearly articulated through the Business Plan. 
Despite school leadership changes in 2016 these 
goals have and will remain unaffected. 2016 student 
performance review has endorsed the focus of these 
programs and also highlighted areas which will 
benefit from additional attention in 2017, the final 
year of the current business plan.

The comparative performance of Mount Hawthorn 
PS from 2016 NAPLAN performance remains 
within expected levels. Compared to like schools, 
(an influential measure given the ICSEA value 
of 1137), Mount Hawthorn has achieved high 
progress in reading, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. Compared to WA Public Schools Mount 
Hawthorn PS has achieved high progress and high 
achievement in numeracy, spelling and grammar 
and punctuation and high achievement and lower 
progress in writing and reading. Writing and reading 
across the school had previously been identified 
through internal review as requiring additional 
support.

Catering for the ‘whole child’ is strongly supported 
through our specialist programs operating across 
the school. Our music, visual arts, LOTE and physical 
education programs are well supported by the 
School of Instrumental music program, band, 
choir, science and technology specialist initiatives, 

indigenous studies, library, bring your own device 
programs and more.

We are very proud of our graduating 2016 Year 6 
students. Their capacity for student leadership and 
ability to model the values and virtues that represent 
the Mount Hawthorn community is a source of 
pride for all staff involved and I have no doubt their 
families as well. I wish them the very best for the 
future and thank them for their contribution to 
Mount Hawthorn.

The P&C association has provided incredible support 
to capital works programs and curriculum programs 
in 2016. As the school year comes to an end some of 
these major projects are coming to fruition providing 
a legacy for students in future years. The canteen 
refurbishment will commence the day after students 
leave in 2016 and shade sails covering junior play 
areas will be erected over the summer break thanks 
to the P&C. The ambitious oval redesign program is 
a costly endeavour but will be well worth the wait. 
These are significant projects and thanks to the P&C 
students will be the direct beneficiaries.

The school board continues to provides clear and 
strong governance to the school and will play a key 
role during the 2017 Independent Public School 
review. The stability and strength of the school board 
during a year of school leadership transition has 
been pivotal and reassuring to the community.

I would like to thank each volunteer member of the 
school board, the P&C, the parent liaison network 
and each of the other volunteer organisations that 
support Mount Hawthorn PS to successfully meet 
the needs of our 2016 students. 

MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER TOWARDS THE FUTURE

MATT JARMAN
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The Board’s structure
The Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board serves 
both the Mount Hawthorn Primary School and the 
Mount Hawthorn Education Support Centre and has 
13 members made up as follows:

• 2 Principals of the Schools 
(members by virtue of their positions)

• 6 Parent representatives 
(elected by parents of students at the Schools)

• 3 Staff representatives 
(elected by staff of the Schools) and

• 1 P&C representative 
(elected by the P & C)

Information about Board members can be found in 
the “Board” section of the Mount Hawthorn Primary 
School website. The Board is governed by the School 
Education Act 1999 and by its Terms of Reference. 
Board members are required to observe the Board’s 
Code of Conduct. Copies of all of these documents 
are available on the Website.

The Board’s role
The Board’s role is clearly set out in the Act. We 
are required to help the Schools deliver a quality 
education experience to our children by:

• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities 
and policies of the Schools;

• reviewing and endorsing School budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our Schools in 

achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our Schools within community.

Importantly, the Act specifically prevents the Board 
from getting involved in the day to day management 
and/or control of the Schools.  One way to think 
about the Board’s functions is to use an overseas 

holiday as an example.  The Board decides where the 
holiday will be (i.e.: sets the goals) and the principals 
of each school decide which travel company to use 
and what airline to fly with (i.e.: deal with operational 
issues to achieve the set goals).

What has the Board been up to recently?
2016 has been another busy year.  Some of the 
things your Board has been working on include:

• preparing for the IPS school review process in 
early 2017

• working with the City of Vincent to monitor the 
traffic plan for the campus

• conducting surveys of the parents and student 
communities;

• strengthening links with community groups 
including the Mount Hawthorn Hub;

• further strengthening the relationship between 
the two Schools;

• monitoring the budgets of both Schools;
• reviewing the homework policy;
• strongly advocating for school facilities (roof 

replacement and PP/Classroom block);
• advocacy with respect to the proposed Inner-

city and City Beach High schools; and
• liaising with our local State member and 

officers from the Department of Education.
Board meetings
Your Board meets approximately 6 times during the 
year on Wednesday evenings.  All our meetings are 
open and we warmly welcome you to come along.  
For meeting dates, agendas and minutes – please 
see the “Board” section of the Website.  We look 
forward to seeing you at one of our meetings in 
2017!

Schools board
MICHAEL JENKIN, CHAIR

a trip to the post office
KINDY RED, MRS ADLAM
Four of our Dads were unable to make it to 
our Father's Day Concert this year. Rather than 
commiserate we decided to celebrate ... we walked 
to the Post Office after our concert to post our 
absent Dad's their special present.  We also thought 
it would be a great opportunity to practice using 
our own money; we were all given $5 to purchase a 
Baby Chino of which we all got $4 change.  This was 
a fantastic way to end 'Our Dads are Super Heroes 
Week.'     

story time
KINDY PURPLE, MRS LEWIS
In week 6, to get into the spirit of Book Week, Kindy 
Purple went to the Vincent Library. We participated 
in Story Time and completed a craft activity  with 
the staff from our local library. The children enjoyed 
exploring the library, reading and socialising in the 
children’s corner and being a part of the organised 
activities.
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In Kindy Green we have been investigating the roles of wildlife in the garden 
and how plants and animals depend on one another to survive. After reading 
“Isabella’s Garden” by Glenda Millard and Rebecca Cool, the children were 
keen to find out more about life in the garden. They wanted to know “What 
do bees do?”, How do flowers grow?,” What do flowers do for food? Why do we 
have worms and how do spiders make webs? We planned many experiences 
in the quest to answer the questions posed by the children including  planting 
a vegetable patch with the help of dad Craig, we planted Sprout Houses and 
documented in our journals the sprouting of a bean seed. With the help of our 
pre-service teacher Mrs Burke we made a huge class spider web and we also 
discovered the very important role of bees in the garden and made our own 
little salt dough bees. We had lots of fun interacting with and investigating 
the life of worms in our worm farm. A highlight was observing them with 
magnifying glasses on the light table

wildlife
KINDY GREEN, MRS SELL

exploring the senses
KINDY ORANGE, MRS LIEBOWITZ
At the beginning of Term 2 we explored each of the 5 senses. Activities were 
hands on and engaging so each child could physically experience each of the 
senses learnt. The children taste tested foods that were sweet, sour, bitter and 
salty. While being blindfolded (sight), the children had to ascertain what food 
they were tasting, remembering which part of the tongue was affected. It was 
exciting as they experimented painting with different fragrances in coloured 
paints. Who would have thought that using glue and jelly crystals to make 
your name, would be so much fun? (smell). The sense of hearing was explored 
through the use of instruments. Using their sense of touch, the children dug 
their hands deep into a concealed box and had to guess what the object was, 
while using describing words as they felt different textures. At the end of the 
‘senses’ topic, we reflected how each sense plays an important role in assisting 
all the other senses.

We were very excited when Mrs Edmiston came to kindy! She taught 
us all about texture, and she showed us how we can capture texture on 
pieces of clay by pushing it onto different things in our outdoor learning 
environment. We were texture investigators! It was so much fun seeing 
how many different textures we could find. After exploring, Mrs Edmiston 
showed us how to make special rocks. First we made our rock by rolling 
the clay into a ball and pressing it flat. Then we created texture on our 
rock using all different kinds of interesting nuts from the bush. Then we 
painted our rocks which will become part of the kindy outdoor play area, 
making it beautiful for many years to come.

rock making
KINDY YELLOW, MRS SMART

mini olympics
KINDY BLUE, MRS JACQUARD
In August with all the excitement of the Australian athletes 
heading to Rio we decided to have our own Mini-Olympics 
with Green and Orange group students at kindy. Blue group 
was in charge of long jump and hurdles but there were also 
sack races, basketball hoop throwing, tunnel ball and bean bag 
throwing. The children rotated around the stations competing 
for fun in each event. We even measured the distance they 
jumped at the long jump and I think the students broke some 
records for their age! Blue group then had a medal giving 
ceremony and they marched out at the end of the day with 
their Australian flags and Olympic torches.



PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 15, MISS BARRETT
In Pre-Primary, the outdoor area is a big part of our 
learning environment. This term we have had fun with 
an Olympic Games set up. We used planning, team 
work and creativity to put on shows for our teachers and 
friends twirling gymnastics ribbons; used perseverance, 
determination, measuring and writing to record our long 
jump and gross motor skills for running, jumping and 
flipping over the hurdles and high jump onto a big mat. 
We had a magnificent time and some of us are in training 
for the 2028 Olympics! Angus T from Room 15 said about 
the hurdles, “I felt nervous and I love jumping. I felt great 
after I did it. It was lots of fun!”

pre-primary olympics

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 16, MISS WARD
This term we have been learning about the concept 
of coding. Our class has thoroughly enjoyed using 
the ROBOT turtles game to learn what coding is. “ I 
like playing the robot turtle game.” Neve

It has a variety of levels that the students work 
through increasing in difficulty to continually build 
their coding skills. Students need to think about 
what move they will do next and how to get to their 
jewel the quickest. With a variety of obstacles in their 
way it is a race of strategic moves to get there. “There 
is an ice castle in front of the jewels and I lasered it.” 
Aidan

robot turtles

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 17, MRS TURNER
At the beginning of term three room 17 celebrated their 
100th day of school. We have been counting the days since 
the first day of school and we could all remember how 
nervous we were when we put the ‘1’ on!  We did lots of 
fun maths activities and practised the different ways to 
count to 100 – we can do it by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s.  We did 
a search at home and found 100 things to bring to school 
in a bag. We even looked at people from one year of age to 
100 years of age! The 100th day of school was great fun!

100 days of school

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 18, MISS GRACE
The race that stopped a classroom!! One rainy day in 
term three – Room 18 were restless. We were STUCK 
INSIDE.

The challenge was set.. Design a car with “Mobilo” 
– test it on our track, get ready to race!  Heats were 
held, vehicles destroyed, lanes closed due to “slow 
tracks”, cheer squads and alliances formed, driving 
bans and fines issued. In the end there could only be 
one winner….. FUN!

car race
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PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 19, MRS SPENCER
During this term the children have been using integrated skills 
to design and create. Through our big books we have posed 
problems and the children have created solutions. One of our 
favourite big books was “The Bunyip in the Billabong” by Jill 
Eggleton. The children were asked to build a model of what they 
think a bunyip trap would look like. Our classroom became a 
hive of activity with planning and problem solving occurring. The 
children were allowed to create and use their imaginations with 
fantastic results. “I am making a snapping, snap, snap trap” Eddie

integrated approach to learning

MRS EDMISTON & MRS MCKENZIE, ART
It has been great to see persistence, perseverance and patience prevailing in our very busy art space. All 
students from Year 1 through to Year 6 can see that through their consistent efforts, they are all capable of 
producing art works of a very high standard.

The Year 1s have continue to acquire new skills and develop 
existing skills. They have worked throughout the year to produce 
12 pieces of art to create a 2017 calendar. In ceramics they 
produced very melodious wind chimes and have entered the 
magical world of puppetry by creating a mini stage set along 
with finger and stick puppets.

Monet has been one of our themes for Year 2 producing 
beautiful Monet garden pictures using water pastels. To follow 
through the children enjoyed creating brightly glazed flower 
bowls in ceramics. They have also explored the art style of 
Kandinsky and produced some beautiful collage compositions. 
As part of Book Week, students used various skills and 
techniques to create a composite mural of the Early Childhood 
Book Finalists.

Using paints, inks and oil pastels Year 3s have developed a 
variety of techniques. They looked at Aboriginal art and their 
use of symbols to tell dreamtime stories and pass on their 
heritage from generation to generation. Using some of these 
techniques the children were able to create their own stories 
onto canvasses. As this is the Chinese Year of the Monkey 
children explored using plasticine to create a 2 dimensional 
monkey on cardboard. In ceramics they created tiles featuring 
animals designed from templates made from tracing their 
hand. Amazing results were seen by all.

Year 4 began the year developing numerous painting 
techniques culminating in a range of amazing abstract 
compositions. The children have taken the time to look at the 
colourful art works of Frederick Hundertwasser and using sound 
ceramic skills created beautiful quirky houses. They have also 
explored the stylised work of Australian artist Rebecca Cool.

The Year 5s have continued to develop their technical skills and 
have learnt about chromatic greys and then created still life compositions using this knowledge. Following 
in the footsteps of Picasso they were able to produce their own style of cubism. We all love ceramics and the 
Year 5s are no expectation. They have created a variety of ceramic pieces ranging from clay cottages, dragon 
and beautiful jugs in the style of Clarice Cliff.

Finally, the Year 6  s have used their collective knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design 
to impress us with some amazing pop art. Using sound drawing and silk screening techniques they have 
created their own original pieces based on the style of Andy Warhol. They also created some amazing 
compositions based on perception. 

We would like to acknowledge the hard work and persistence, by all students, in creating beautiful art works.

a snapshot from our art studio



Room 1 embraced the topic of History this term 
by investigating  the past, the present and the 
near future within the context of the student’s own 
world. What better way to do this than to open up 
our own museum and this is exactly what we did! 
Children brought in an array of interesting objects, 
photographs and books from home which reflected 
the past. These were displayed in our museum. The 
children created their own signs, information sheets 
and even became tour guides and security guards 
for our museum. Before too long other classes 
were visiting our “Museum of History”. Through this 
experience the students were given opportunities to 
explore how changes occur over time in relation to 
themselves, their own families, and the places they 
and others belong to. 

museum of history
YEAR 1, ROOM 1, MISS PIZZINO

Once again it was time to ‘break out the Dad jokes’ 
because Father’s Day is here! This year the kids in 
room 4 made a piece of art for their Dad or special 
someone and spent time with them in an afternoon 
BBQ on the oval, combined with Room 1. In a very 
informal setting the students and Dads were allowed 
to unwind after a long day in the classroom or at 
work. The focus was on spending time with Dad 
away from the distraction of computers and tablets 
and other electronics and rather connect on a 
personal level. Reading Rugs, Cricket, Footy, Egg and 
spoon races were all the rage as Mr Norman and Miss 
Pizzino manned the BBQ. Once fed the students 
enjoyed the space of the oval to themselves and 
some quality one on one time with Dad. All in all a 
thoroughly good day had by all. 

father’s day bbq
YEAR 1, ROOM 4, MR NORMAN

This year we discovered that being part of a team 
makes life a whole lot more enjoyable. That’s why we 
call ourselves Team 10!

Part of why our team is so successful is because we 
have the fantastic support of our parents who help 
us in every way. So to acknowledge them and their 
contribution to our team we decided to reward 
them with their own special day.

For our Mums we indulged them in a day of 
pampering with a delightful afternoon tea! Our Dad’s 
got to show us their athleticism when we celebrated 
them at our Tabloid Sport breakfast. We know so 
many people that make our community as good as 
it is – but at the end of the day our Mums and Dads 
make our lives better and for that we say “THANK 
YOU!”

our mums & dads
YEAR 1, ROOM 10, MRS DAVIDSON
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This term we have focused on Literacy and have 
nurtured our love of Reading. As part of Book Week 
we explored a number of books by Australian author 
Aaron Blabey and chose his wonderful story of 
‘Thelma the Unicorn’ as our assembly item.

book week
YEAR 1, ROOM 12, MRS RUSSELL &
MRS TERRY

In term three we went on an incredible adventure 
to Landsdale Farm School! Our day was packed with 
exciting activities, where we got to see and learn 
about all of the fascinating animals, explore the 
amazing vegetable gardens, relax on a train ride and 
enjoy a scrumptious billy tea and damper. We also 
learnt so much in the education centre and got to 
see a real bee hive in action!! Some of us were lucky 
enough to spot the queen bee. 

Back at school we reflected on our day. These are 
some of the highlights written by the students in 
Room 14. 

“I learnt that pigs can’t smell! Their hair is also used 
for hair brushes” 

“The boy donkey had the same name as my brother, 
Jack” “We were so excited to travel on the bus and sit next to our friends” “I learnt to hold out my hand so 
animals can eat the food” “We felt tired and happy at the same time! We loved the animals” “The bees!!!! 
Did you know they have a cemetery? The queen was awesome” “The geese nibbled my fingers!” “Billy tea is 
actually delicious and I like the damper with the honey” “The animals! We saw ducks, pigs, horses, sheep, 
donkeys, chickens and we got to pat the rabbits”

landsdale farm school
YEAR 1, ROOM 14, MISS VEARING

In Term 3, Room 7 enjoyed celebrating the 2016 
Olympic Games held in Rio de Janeiro. Through a 
number of Olympic inspired activities the students 
learnt about the history and symbols of the Olympics 
as well as participated in the Room 7 Olympics, 
representing four countries, Australia, Brazil, Greece 
and Germany. As a class the students used their 
hand prints to create the Olympic rings to symbolise 
the unity of all the countries who participate in the 
Olympic Games. This connected to our unit of work in 
Geography as we learnt about the continents of the 
world. 

To mark the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games, 
students created an Olympic torch while we looked at the history of the Olympic torch and the passing of 
the flame (not the torch), from Athens to the host country, Brazil. 

Room 7 students also enjoyed designing their own 2016 Olympic medal and creating their designs using salt 
dough. Students then wrote the step by step procedure they followed to make their salt dough medals and 
evaluated and reflected on their final product. There were some fantastic and original medal designs made 
by the children.

rio olympics
YEAR 2, ROOM 7, MISS REEVE



In term 3, all of the students in Room 3 participated 
in a fantastic excursion to Kalamunda History Village.

“I loved learning about how to wash clothes and iron 
them just like they had in the olden days” Amelia 
“We did some olden day washing, it was hard word 
as you had to get a piece of clothing and dunk it in 
some water, then squeeze the piece of clothing, put 
soap over it and rub. Then we dunked it in the water 
and pegged it on the line”  Emmeline “It was so 
much fun because we got to dress up in olden style 
clothing, such as a white hat and a long apron” Lily 

The students experienced watching fruit being 
sorted through a large machine, played with old 
toys such as spinners, knucklebones, yo-yo’s, wooden 
trains and explored inside the olden day cottages. 
Room 3 visited Kalamunda Primary School and 
wrote on the olden style slates with chalk. They felt 
lucky to be given the opportunity to visit the History 
Village and experience how people used to live in 
Kalamunda.

kalamunda history village
YEAR 2, ROOM 3, MISS WEBB &
MRS HOTTES

“Have you heard that Room 6 did an excellent job with 
their assembly item? It was a tribute to Roald Dahl.” 
Shiloh 
“When I went to bed on Thursday I could hardly sleep. 
My tummy was filled with good butterflies.” Elsie 
“At first I thought it was going to be boring, but it 
wasn’t.” Alistair 
“The people laughed at our faces because they were 
orange.” Henry 
“I was an Oompa Loompa. I looked funny and my face 
felt itchy.” Toby 
“I felt scared, but when I got on stage, I felt much better.” Romanie 
“The backdrop was amazing and we heard the audience laugh when the Oompa Loompas walked down to 
the stage.” Mattaeo 
“Everyone laughed when the Oompa Loompas came on. The audience didn’t know where we were going to 
pop out from!” Elizabeth 
“I was an Oompa Loompa. We walked through the audience and sang a song.” Karenza 
“I was Willy Wonka. I started the item. My favourite part was when I was listening to the Oompa Loompa song 
and I was singing it in my head.” Cooper 
“My favourite bit was when Cooper did his part as Willy Wonka. He stood on stage with a watering can.” Molly 
“I was the first Oompa Loompa to speak. I felt nervous when I was marching.” Georgia 
“I was Aunt Sponge. I think I did a very good job at being her. I used a nasty voice and I looked fat.” Miki 
“I was dressed up as George’s grandma in George’s Marvellous Medicine. I had to sit in a teacher’s chair.” 
Olivia 
“I talked about George. I was very nervous at the start but near the end then I was very happy.” Eva 
“I had an amazing costume and some beautiful shoes. I loved being Matilda.” Matilda 
“I was Grandpa Joe. I was telling the audience that I was going to take Charlie to the Chocolate Factory.” 
Michael 
“My part was telling the audience about the end of the stories. I am happy that I did a good job.” Miranda 
“Room 3 did Roald Dahl’s animal books like the Enormous Crocodile who wanted to eat a nice, juicy child by 
using his clever plans and tricks.” Jasher 
“After Act 2 we sang a song about the Duke’s wife’s diamonds getting pinched from her bedroom.” Cy 
“I liked our assembly, but I was happy when it finished.” Wynn 
“It made me want to do another one exactly like this one. I liked it so much.” Bailey

a dah-lightful item
YEAR 1/2, ROOM 6, MRS EMERY & 
MRS HOTTES
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This semester has been a busy one for all of us in Year 2, Room 
8. Our class have been investigating our connections to people 
and places in Geography. We have looked at our local area of 
Mt Hawthorn, as well as our City of Perth, our state of Western 
Australia, our country of Australia and the continents of the 
world. We have discovered that our class has many interesting 
connections to different places and we connect to them using 
technology. Each of us presented a talk on our connections and 
then were able to integrate our focus of speaking and listening 
into our assembly. 

We had a lot of fun preparing for our assembly which was 
really part of our classroom learning. We enjoyed our poem, 
our speaking parts and of course, our dance. As a class we are 
very aware of the things we need to do, to be great speakers 
and listeners. After our presentations we watched a video of 
ourselves speaking and completed a self reflection to set our 
future goals. Our class are very good at helping each other in 
every way and we have really enjoyed our time together.

People are connected to places
YEAR 2, ROOM 8, MRS PSALTIS-WATKINS & MRS MILES

On 18th of August, Gabriel Evans, who’s an author AND 
illustrator came to the Harbeck Centre (actually the school 
library) to talk to us about drawing and about how he became 
an illustrator.

He said that it took 4 years to become an illustrator. When 
he was 17 he went to an authors, illustrators and publishers 
conference. He went there to work for a bigger publisher 
because he only worked for a small one. He showed the bigger 
Publisher his work and they said that didn’t like the way he 
draws people. The next year he came back to the conference. 
He showed them his work. They said it’s better……  but they still 
didn’t like it. Another two years passed. Only then they really 
liked it. Then they said that they didn’t like his painting. He only 
had to practice one year until they liked it.

When he came to visit us we had to draw pirates because he’d 
just recently drawn a book about pirates. The pirate we drew 
had to have: an eye patch, a pink skirt, a school uniform, a 
handbag decorated with fruit and vegetables and a parrot.

It was a very good experience. I loved it. Rob D

Yesterday, after lunch, we went to the alfresco library. Room 8, 
11 and 14 went. We went at 1 o’clock. We were lucky enough 
to meet a real life illustrator called Gabriel Evans.

He (Gabriel Evans) taught us how hard it was to become an 
illustrator. He went to a conference and the people there kept on saying “no” but he wanted to work for a big 
publisher. He had to keep on practising and practising all over again. After four years of practising they finally 
said “yes”. The first book he wrote with them was called Annie’s Snails. I think it’s a good book (even though I 
haven’t read it).

He told us to draw a pirate. We had to pretend to be illustrators. Then we drew a pirate. It had to have: a 
school t-shirt, a hook, pink skirt, pirate hat, eye patch and a handbag with vegetables in it. He said our pirate 
had to be a girl called Captain Thingy-Me-Bob. 

I was nearly finished when he said “you know what a deadline is and your deadline is in 30 seconds. So I had 
to hurry. I finished just in time. At 1:45 it was time to head back to class before we left he showed us one of 
his books that hadn’t even been out yet. It was awesome. Claudia P

gabriel evans, author & illustrator
YEAR 2, ROOM 11, MRS BODYCOAT & MRS LEWIS



2016 has been a very exciting, busy and rewarding 
year for the Mount Hawthorn Primary School P&C. 
This year saw many changes to the P&C committee 
with a new President, Vice President and Secretary 
- as well as many new general members and the 
creation of a fundraising committee. With the 
support and assistance of the outgoing office bearers 
we have endeavoured to hit the ground running and 
maintain a high level of enthusiasm. I would like to 
thank Tim Swart, Graeme Gleeson and Alex Castle 
for their help during the transition.
As a first-year President, I have been absolutely 
overwhelmed by the amount of hard work that the 
P&C members do. There were many events and 
fundraising activities this year that take a lot of work 
to organise and bring to fruition and this can only 
be done with many people putting in many hours. 
Some of the great events this year included 80’s 
Bingo Night, Kids Disco, Lapathon, Outdoor Movie 
Night, Social Evening & Art Auction.
The funds raised from these events, as well as the 
various raffles held throughout the year, have been 
earmarked for some of our more ambitious and 
expensive projects. As I write this we have given the 
green light to the following projects:
Canteen Refurbishment Approximately $35k. Due 
for completion for the start of 2017.  
Shade Sail (Southern end of Tiger Turf and 
over playground) Approximately $18k. Due for 
completion end 2016. 
Oval & Grounds $100k+. Timing TBC. In conjunction 
with the Department of Education, and with great 
assistance and advocacy from Principal Matt Jarman, 
this is a very ambitious project that addresses the 
poor condition of the school oval and puts a plan 
in place to bring it up to an acceptable standard. 
Christopher Gwynne put in many hours to create 
a wonderful and comprehensive Oval Plan. Many 
thanks Chris - your input has been invaluable.
In addition to these projects the P&C also 
contributed significant funds to the school and 
the Ed Support Centre to be used at the schools’ 
discretion for projects to benefit the students. 
Funds were committed to a new shade sail and 
ground improvements at the Kindy (Completed 
early November), funding for Mathletics and STEM 
projects, new netball rings, and the purchase of a 
defibrillator.
2017 is a school fair year and the first planning 
meetings have already occurred. There is a 
tremendous amount of work that goes into the 
school fair therefore there will be less fundraising 
events throughout next year. However, we will still 
be organising some fun, social events with the aim 
of getting the school community together over a 
sausage sizzle or two.
Of course, fundraising isn’t the only role of the 
P&C. The canteen and uniform shop are also run 
by the P&C and provide a valuable service. Sarah 
and her team in the canteen, as well as the many 

parents that volunteer their time, do a fantastic 
job of providing meals to the 700+ students on the 
campus. Unlike many schools, our canteen is open 
every day and this is a testament to the great work 
that they do. Likewise, Kat, Maree and Carmela in the 
uniform shop work hard maintaining an appropriate 
range of clothing year-round to replace lost hats, 
jumpers and worn shirts. And the start of the year is 
always an extremely busy time for them that requires 
a great deal of planning. 
The Grounds Committee have been busy this year 
and in September we held a busy bee to tidy, plant 
and mulch the Killarney St garden beds. Jodie 
Ferdinando and Bruce Webber took the lead on this 
and with the assistance of volunteers, including City 
of Vincent Mayor John Carey, the result was fantastic. 
The City of Vincent also kindly donated the plants 
and mulch.
The safety of our children when crossing Matlock and 
Killarney streets has been improved thanks to traffic 
calming measures that have recently been installed. 
Karen Shields identified the need and worked closely 
with the City of Vincent to implement two raised 
crossing points on Matlock St and road markings on 
Killarney St. 
The P&C also works closely with the wider school 
community – Parent liaisons, teachers, administration 
staff, school board and of course the Principal. In 
2016 we’ve had two Principals -  Carol Selley for 
terms one to three and Matt Jarman for term four. 
Fortunately for the P&C both Carol and Matt have 
proven to be champions of our causes and provided 
wonderful assistance and guidance to us. Thank you 
to both Carol and Matt. I’d also like to mention the 
teaching staff who, I’m sure, sometimes wish the 
P&C were ‘less active’. Thank you for your patience 
and we really do appreciate the difficult job you have 
of teaching our children.
The role of President is the easiest one within the 
P&C. As someone so eloquently described it to me 
recently: “You’re like Charlie from Charlie’s Angels. 
The girls do all the work and no one ever sees you”. 
I couldn’t put it better myself. It’s the rest of the 
team that are doing the hard work and I’d like to 
acknowledge and thank every member of the P&C 
for their dedication this year. The work that they 
put in, in their own time and at no cost, is at times 
unbelievable but always appreciated. 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School is a truly wonderful 
school with an amazing school community. The P&C 
exists because parents care about their children, 
their school and their community and I would 
encourage you to become an active member of 
the P&C. There are many ways that you can get 
involved and I can assure you that we like to have 
fun while we’re doing it. Please feel free to attend 
a P&C meeting to find out more or stop me in the 
playground for a chat. 
I wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday 
season and a wonderful 2017. 

p&c report
SCOTT YELLAND, P&C PRESIDENT
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italian
Lots of special and exciting events took  place in 
Italian this year such as our annual Year 6 Siena’ s 
dinner, Commedia dell’Arte theatre performances 
and gelato tasting lessons. This year we were very 
lucky to have two Italian Language Assistants from 
the Milan Catholic University work with our students 
and assist them with their speaking skills. After 
weeks of practice, students were able to converse on 
a range of subjects including personal details, family, 
interests and school life.
Federica Tagliabue and Salvatore Soro worked 
closely with the students in small groups and 
assisted them with their pronunciation. Students 
participated in variety of activities to help them 
memorise answers, extend their range of vocabulary 
and experiment with new language. After a series 
of round-robin conversation sessions, students were 
assessed by the Language Assistant and the overall 
results were very pleasing and showed improvement 
from previous years.  Students enjoyed the focus on 
conversation and felt proud that they were able to 
converse with a native speaker on a variety of topics. 
Bravissimi studenti!

SIGNORA MONISSE, LOTE SPECIALIST



Both Mrs Kalebic and Mrs Hogg like to tell everyone they have the best year 3 class. Maybe they are biased 
but we don’t think so. We like it that way! This year one of the many fun and interesting things we have 
been doing is discovering new and exciting ways of looking at the world through our Technologies program. 
In Technology lessons we are encouraged to be creative and innovative and to explore materials and 
problem solve ways of creating better designs. We have also been learning new skills in how to use Digital 
Technologies such as the computer to better communicate ideas and information safely. One very important 
life skill, Mrs Hogg nags us about, oops, we mean encourages us to do, is to become very clever typists using 
all 10 fingers. Since the beginning of the year we have been busy improving our computer skills during 
ICT classes and many of us can now type better and faster than Mrs Hogg! To improve, all we need to do is 
continue using Typing Club at home – especially on the school holidays when we have lots of time. This year 
we have made some exciting and creative projects. We’d like to share some of the great times we’ve had. 

In term 1, we produced a booklet called It’s All about Me. This was our first Technologies challenge to start 
the year. As you can imagine, we had no trouble writing about ourselves! We are very proud to say we have 
done a fantastic job learning new computer skills. In term 1, we were also asked to investigate, design and 
make an enclosure for a monkey. We visited the Perth Zoo for ideas and can’t begin to tell you the fun we 
had when making our creations in class. We won’t mention the mess!

During term 2, we learnt how to produce a Power-point as part of our Olden Days project and in term 3, we 
learned a little about coding which is going to play a very important role in our future. We also integrated our 
Indigenous Studies with Technology and were given the task of researching information about toolmaking by 
some Australian Indigenous communities. We were asked to use this information to assist us to construct a 
model of a tool or weapon at home. We have included some photos of the tremendous products we brought 
to school. Of course none of this would have been possible without the incredible support and help of our 
families. Olivia’s aunty wrote: I took Olivia yesterday down to Herdsman’s Lake and she picked the reeds that 
she wanted to use. She decided to use green ones not the dried, dead ones and decided to use the flat ones 
rather than the round ones. She also taught me how to cut them into strips based on a video she watched 
in class. Olivia replied, “I like learning about my ancestors. I realise how interesting they are. My Aboriginal 
tool was hard to make at the start. My favourite part was when the basket was finished. This is my favourite 
subject.”

In term 4 we hope to research, design and create our own castle! The possibilities are endless and to make it 
even more special, we will be doing all this at school so all you need to do is be surprised when you see how 
clever we have been. Once more we want to send a big thank you to everyone for helping make year 3 such 
an awesome year.

technologies
YEAR 3, ROOM 26, MRS KALEBIC & MRS HOGG
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On Tuesday, September 13th, our class went on 
an excursion to the King’s Park Naturescape.  We 
had been studying Minibeasts all term and it was 
a great place to go and be scientists and study Life 
in the Water. We were amazed at all the macro 
invertebrates that we found living in the water (they’re 
small minibeasts that are found in the water). In 
small groups, and with the help of our wonderful 
parent helpers, we had to use a net to scoop macro 
invertebrates from the water. We had to make sure 
they didn’t die, so when we scooped them out, we had 
to quickly put them in a tray filled with water. We used a sheet to record where we found our invertebrates 
and also how many we found. Our groups found a freshwater spider and a fishing spider that walked on top 
of the water because of special legs and it was so light. We also found lots of red worms that were the larvae 
of the non-biting midge. Amazingly, we also found a fish called the Pygmy Perch (pygmy means small). We 
also found a crayfish claw which means that they live in the wetlands of King’s Park. We also found fresh 
water snails that were small. It was great fun discovering what we could find in the wetlands.

After being scientists, we were able to go and play in all the different parts of Naturescape. We made cubby 
houses that we could sit in using sticks and leaves, we climbed ropes (some were very high up!), we climbed 
the treehouse towers and we played in the water and built dams with rocks. Some of us even accidentally fell 
into the water! It was great fun. We ate our lunch under a beautiful shaded area but had to be careful of the 
crows that were very clever and tried to steal our lunches. They knew how to unzip bags and get food out! 
Some crows pecked at a plastic container until they made a big hole in it, trying to get the cupcake inside! 
Overall it was a fantastic experience and we learnt a lot. We love King’s Park

king’s park excursion
YEAR 3, ROOM 41, MRS WILLIAMS & 
MS BREEN

Last July the Year 3’s were lucky enough to have a visit from the Paralympian Basketball Coach, Ben Ettridge. 

He told us all about his team ‘The Rollers’. He said their mascot is the honey badger because they are so 
fierce and they don’t give up.

Ben said he had been coaching the team for the last 10 years and they’ve 
only lost three games in that time. We watched a short video of one of the 
games he lost to Canada and you could still see the pain in his face as he 
watched the Canadians score a goal. We watched and were right behind 
them when they went to Rio to represent Australia.

Ben showed us the gold medals and the special ring that they have won. He 
passed them around and we all got to have a really close look. 

We were amazed when we watched the video of how skilful and quick the 
players are. Some of the Year 3’s didn’t know that people with disabilities 
could do such really cool stuff. He told us one of the youngest players was 
only 17. We talked later about how inspirational the athletes are and how 
when we sometimes feel like things are hard or giving up then we maybe 
need to ask ourselves what The Rollers would think and then try a bit harder.

Ben explained the points system used to grade the people and their 
disabilities to make it fair and form even teams. He talked about the 
wheelchairs being a different shape and different heights depending on the 
points they were given. He told us how often and how hard they train. We 
asked him lots of questions and he even told us about the special plane they 
would all travel on together to get to the Olympics in Rio. 

We wrote thank you notes to Ben for taking the time to come and see us 
when he is so busy preparing for the Olympics. We also sent the team an 
email while they were there to encourage them and let them know we were all cheering for them.

We were really impressed by Ben Ettridge’s visit and all the information he gave us. It was really good and 
made us think a lot more about what it means to be an Olympian.

paralympian basketball coach, ben ettridge
YEAR 3, ROOM 33, MRS MURPHY & MS BREEN



On Thursday the 1st of September, at school in the morning, we had to line up in class groups in the Hangar. 
Class by class we walked down to Menzies. I spoke to my friends on the way about the faction carnival. Once 
we got to Menzies we had to line up in our factions. We marched to our faction bays. Mr Pearson was the 
commentator. He announced the factions as they walked passed the audio booth.

The first event was the Pre-primary girls race. Eventually it was 
the Year 4 boys flat race. When the competitors of our race 
got to the start line. Mr McKenzie, the starter, gave a hoot on 
the starter horn and we had to run as fast as we could to the 
other end of the track to the timing gates. I ran as fast as I 
could and I came fourth. Max came first, Finn second, Madox 
third and me fourth. My name was announced on the loud 
speaker.

After an hour they called my name for tunnel ball . The tunnel 
ball race was hard. It was very close. Nevertheless, we came 
second. A victory for me. I cheered and cheered. At one stage 
I was in massive conga line. I was the leader. 

Soon enough, it was the GRAND RELAY. It is the best race in 
the whole carnival. After the grand relay, we had to clean up 
and sit outside our bays. Mrs Kenny, Mrs Putt, Miss Selley and 
Mrs Fletcher announced the faction champions , runner up 
awards and the winning faction.

faction athletics carnival
YEAR 4, ROOM 40, MR PEARSON & MRS KIDDLE

During Science Week this term we learnt about coding. 

Coding is a language or script that robots, computers and other 
devices similar can understand. Angus

We used Bee-Bots to practise our coding skills. Bee-Bots are little bee 
robots which you press buttons (forwards, backwards, left and right) 
to make a code for them to follow. We used these with different mats 
with grids on them including the alphabet, numbers, shapes and a 
map of Australia. 

First we practised putting codes into the Bee-Bots in groups and gave 
instructions for our classmates to follow. We found it challenging at 
first until we got an idea about how coding works. The hardest part 
was realising that when you add a turn into the code the B-bot does 
not turn and move so you must press the forwards button after the 
turn. Once we had a good go at it we wrote some instructions for the 
different mats for others to follow. We then made our own B-bot mat 
which was a lot of fun. We each had to design and draw a robot and 
name it then they were slid into empty plastic squares. Then we took the mats and Bee-Bots to our buddy 
class and taught them how to use the Bee-Bots. They had a practise go before they started to pull out the 
instruction cards we had made. 

This is what we thought about our experience with coding using the Bee-Bots:

I absolutely loved learning about the Bee-Bots because when I first looked at them I had no idea what I was 
doing and Miss Scott helped me learn. We had fun in every way. Jade

I liked how I told my buddy instructions to do on the Australia mat. James

The part I liked the most was people in my class challenging me with their instructions because some were 
hard and some were easy for me. Jaya

I enjoyed when we were playing around with the Bee-Bots because it was really fun. Hailey

My favourite part was drawing our robots and giving instructions to people in our classroom. I had great fun 
playing with the Bee-Bots. Hugo

The best part was when I got to teach my buddy how to use a B-bot because she was so good. Nicola

I enjoyed learning about the Bee-Bots because it looked fun and I was very excited to use them. Lucia

Coding bee-bots
YEAR 3, ROOM 36, MISS SCOTT & MS BREEN
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The Year 4 students turned into forensic scientists 
when Scitech visited in Term 3. They were given a list 
of suspects and asked to help solve a crime involving 
Blackmail. The students were shown how to use 
scientific investigation techniques to examine finger 
prints, soil samples, footprints, fabric fibres, pen 
ink and more, to come up with their findings. They 
found that the obvious clues are not always correct. 
WHO DID IT?????

forensic scientists
YEAR 4, ROOM 31, MRS FLETCHER

On Tuesday the 20th of September, all the Year 4 
classes went to an amazing Scitech incursion. We 
had to use forensic science to solve a crime. Forensic 
science is using science to solve a mystery or crime. 
In this lesson we had to act like real detectives. 

Jessica, our host, presented us with a crime scenario.  
We investigated four suspects to see if they were 
guilty or not. The suspects all had at least one thing 
in common so it was not an easy task to solve.

We did some investigative work in groups of three. 
To solve the crime we had to go from table to table looking closely at the evidence. Some of the activities we 
did to solve the crime were putting cloth and hair under a microscope, comparing footprints and fingerprints 
and we also did some chemistry to test dirt samples in test tubes. 

At the end we had write down who we thought was the guilty person. You really needed to put on your 
thinking cap to work it out. We all had a great time and enjoyed the incursion.

scitech incursion
YEAR 4, ROOM 24, MRS JESSON 
& MRS KIDDLE

On the 11th of May, 2016 100 Year 4 students went 
to Naturescape in Kings Park for an excursion to 
learn more about aboriginal culture and how they 
used the plants, animals and natural land features of 
the area to survive.

“When we arrived one of the workers took us to our 
staying place, he gave us a walk-through the rules. 
We got with our parent helper then started our 
search (of Naturescape) for places to play. We were 
with Mrs Young, Rafe’s mum. We found the tower; 
Charlie, Rafe, Kade and Max had a race while I built 
some random things with sticks. We went to the dam and tried to make the water not come to the other 
side but it really didn’t work out the way I wanted.  When we got to the ropes, Charlie and Max went really 
high. I tried but there were too many people, there was a rope right on top of me, it knocked me out really 
badly. My whole class went to the botanic gardens where we explored; our guide gave us some very good 
information about the garden like that the aborigines used the peppermint tree for their sickness. We found 
a plant used for string to hold things down. 

We went to the Aboriginal meeting place to see what they used the place for and we came up with some 
quite good ideas like corroborees or ceremonies if someone died. Also they used that place to catch 
kangaroos and we actually tried it in person. My friend Kade was the kangaroo and there were hunters. One 
of them was me and it felt great. My friend Kade did very well!

When we finished our exploring we walked over the glass bridge to a place where we made our journey 
sticks. It was fun!” Amiin Y

king’s park excursion
YEAR 4, ROOM 34, MRS STURGEON
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To start off the beginning of a brilliant day at the 
Peninsula Farm the tour around the Tranby House 
was fantastic. 

First off, we were shown around the bottom floor. 
What really got people started was the model of the 
ship The Tranby that the Hardy family arrived on. To 
be considerate of what we have we were shown the 
bedroom that the Hardy youngsters slept in. Imagine 
sleeping three people to a bed. 

The part that interested most people was where 
and how they stored their food. Back in those days 
there were no fridges so they stored all their meat in 
a Coolgardie Safe. To finish off a smashing tour we 
were taken to the oak tree in their backyard. It was 
Ginormous!!!! Personally I think that we all loved it. I 
hope to come back soon. Rohan D

peninsula farm
YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

In term 3, all the Year 5s were tasked to write a 3 
minute talk as if we were a ghost of an early settler 
to the Swan River Colony. We were assigned a settler 
to research about, and spent time in class, and at 
home to work on our notes. 

ghost of swan river
YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE

The Year 5s excursion to East Perth Cemetery was 
fun and educational. 

East Perth Cemetery is not one but many cemeteries 
located in the centre of town. One of the fun 
activities that we did, was our group leader grabbed 
an item out of a bag and we got handed a map that 
correspondent to the item. Each group went on a 
scavenger hunt for the graves highlighted on their 
map. 

Before the scavenger hunt we got shown some 
informational graves, one being a mother died in 
childbirth and the child died 3 months later from 
a lack of their mother and some Japanese graves 
were also in the cemetery. We had to look at the 
graves headstones with the symbolism hidden 
inside, including, sand timers, roses, quotes from the 
bible and flowers to name a few. We loved Diane our 
guide and hope to see her again one day when we 
go back.

The help from our Dads was very greatly appreciated 
by Mr T and all the students from Room 38.  
Lola R

east perth cemetary
YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

This year, the years fives of Mount Hawthorn Primary 
School have been recycling…TO THE MAX. Every 
Friday the year fives would zip around the school 
to reach their chosen classrooms .Upon arrival 
the students would grab the recycling boxes and 
haul them down to the bottom car park. There the 
students would come face to face with the dreadful, 
fiery pit of doom

recycling boxes are fun!
YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE

This year in room 35 we have been using tablets for 
Science, Mathematics, Spelling, Coding and much 
much more. This has allowed younger classes to 
use the computer lab more often and we more 
information at our fingertips.

why we use tablets
YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE
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With the strong support of the City of Vincent, the 
Year 4 and Year 5 children have during Term 3, 
been involved in a bike education course under the 
expert guidance of Mr Mike Slee. An enthusiastic and 
experienced cyclist, Mike talked to the boys and girls 
of the environmental and cost benefits of riding a bike 
versus using a motor vehicle.

After initial bicycle and helmet checks at home, Mr 
Slee examined the children’s bicycles to ensure brakes 
were in sound condition, the seat was appropriately 
positioned and tyres were in good order. Mr Slee, a 
keen cyclist, guided the children through a range of 
fun exercises aimed at improving the children’s control 
skills, cycling etiquette and cycle safety and road rules.

Our thanks to parents for the safety checks of their child’s bicycles and helmets, Mr Slee, for his very 
professional series of lessons and the financial support from the City of Vincent.

The children have gained invaluable knowledge and insight into safe cycling as a result of the series of 
practical lessons and the bike education lessons conducted in class as part of the school’s health programme. 
We know that the children will carry this knowledge and enjoyment of cycling with them into the future.

Happy and safe cycling.

bike education
YEAR 5, ROOM 39, MR GRYTA

Mount Hawthorn was selected as a STEM Innovation 
Partnership school in 2016. 

STEM is the acronym for Science, Technology (Digital 
and Design), Engineering and Mathematics.  STEM has 
become STEAM with the Arts critical to the aesthetics 
of any STEM innovation. Think of the iconic look of the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge.

Mount Hawthorn has embraced STEAM, and not 
just because international research indicates that 
75 per cent of the fastest growing occupations now 
require STEM skills, or that Council for the Economic 
Development of Australia believes that 5 million 
jobs (40% of the Australian workforce) face a high 
probability of being replaced by computers over the 
next 10 to 15 years. 

To be a successful STEAM student requires students to be curious and capable in all STEAM subjects, 
collaborative, and to develop their critical and creative thinking skills. These skills and abilities support all 
learning, and are essential criteria for employment. 

2016 has been a professional learning year for staff for STEAM with opportunities to plan and develop 
STEAM –based lessons. Students have had opportunities to experience “CODING,” the language of computers, 
during science week, as buddy activities and as members of the computer club. Adrian Keating and UWA 
IT students used Scratch with the Y3/4 club and the programs they produced were very impressive. The 
Y5/6 made Apps on their tablets using MIT App inventor, made a game with their own QR code and many 
of them were awarded GURU status. Parents were great supporters of this program and were constantly 
amazed by the student creations. 

The Year 5/6 tablet program, the incredible inventions showcased at the Y6 innovations expo, the creative 
thinking shown by our HOTSHOTS working with Mrs Meyer and Ms Hogg are all established programs that 
support STEAM at Mount Hawthorn. 

Community-based opportunities such as the PIAF lantern project, with Mrs Edmiston, with the lanterns 
showcased by the students at the Perth festival opening, and shortly 20 Y4 - Y6 students attending the 
ARCADIA  giant spider STEM morning for schools, challenge and inspire students to see themselves as 
STEAM capable. 

steam ahead
MRS TOWNSEND



WA Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2016
In 2016 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables 
below indicate the 2016 NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and 
Numeracy. NAPLAN results are provided for Year 3 & 5 students and 64 students who were at MHPS in Year 6.
Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5, from Year 5 to 7 is based on student 
matching rather than cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the SEI (Socio Economic 
Index). The SEI is an index of socio-economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, 
Aboriginality, family income and single parent family.
Proficiency Bands
Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing 
levels of skills and understandings.

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 3 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 25% 34% 15% 43% 44% 23% 26% 29% 12% 32% 40% 20% 41% 48% 28%

5 20% 26% 18% 22% 27% 22% 45% 41% 34% 33% 30% 25% 20% 20% 17%

4 33% 20% 22% 17% 15% 19% 20% 22% 30% 17% 19% 23% 21% 16% 19%

3 16% 15% 26% 13% 10% 19% 7% 6% 15% 12% 6% 14% 16% 12% 24%

2 6% 5% 14% 4% 4% 12% 2% 1% 6% 5% 3% 12% 0% 3% 7%

1 0% 1% 5% 1% 1% 6% 0% 1% 3% 1% 1% 6% 2% 1% 6%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8-10 26% 29% 11% 28% 27% 12% 8% 8% 3% 24% 24% 10% 32% 33% 16%

7 21% 24% 13% 32% 32% 21% 20% 22% 11% 25% 26% 15% 20% 28% 18%

6 23% 28% 26% 18% 24% 23% 32% 37% 30% 26% 33% 31% 32% 20% 23%

5 23% 15% 28% 13% 11% 20% 28% 27% 35% 19% 13% 25% 12% 13% 23%

4 6% 3% 16% 6% 5% 15% 8% 5% 14% 5% 4% 11% 5% 4% 15%

1-3 1% 1% 7% 4% 1% 10% 4% 2% 7% 2% 1% 8% 0% 1% 7%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

64 FORMER 
YEAR 6 

STUDENTS 
RESULTS SC

H
O

O
L

LI
K

E 
SC

H
O

O
LS

ST
AT

E

SC
H

O
O

L

LI
K

E 
SC

H
O

O
LS

ST
AT

E

SC
H

O
O

L

LI
K

E 
SC

H
O

O
LS

ST
AT

E

SC
H

O
O

L

LI
K

E 
SC

H
O

O
LS

ST
AT

E

SC
H

O
O

L

LI
K

E 
SC

H
O

O
LS

ST
AT

E

PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9-10 31% 10% 27% 9% 12% 3% 8% 9% 23% 12%

8 38% 15% 23% 15% 20% 11% 43% 17% 18% 13%

7 19% 27% 34% 21% 19% 22% 23% 25% 37% 24%

6 6% 24% 8% 28% 39% 30% 18% 24% 12% 20%

5 6% 17% 3% 19% 8% 22% 5% 16% 6% 22%

1-4 0% 5% 5% 8% 2% 12% 3% 9% 3% 9%
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Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report 
grades. We collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to 
moderate student achievements with all primary students in Semester One. In all learning areas and all year 
levels MHPS compared favourably to other schools. This information could also be compared with NAPLAN 
results of similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will be available in 2017 using Semester 2 
2016 report information.

Grade Distribution

Year 6 students are now the leaders of the school 
as Government High schools in WA had their first 
intake of Year 7 students in 2015. 
80 Year 6 students graduated from Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School, ready to move into various high 
schools in 2017. 
51 students went to Churchlands SHS, 
13 went to Mount Lawley SHS, 
Less than 10 went to Shenton College, John Curtin 
College of the Arts, and Balcatta Senior High School.

DESTINATION HIGH SCHOOLS

Current staffing allocations for the MHPS are detailed 
in the table below. 

STAFF ALLOCATION

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 4 2.2

Total Administration 5 3.2

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 teachers 5 4.6

Teachers 47 36.1

Total Teaching Staff 52 40.7

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 8 4.2

Gardening Maintenance 1 0.8

Other non-teaching staff 20 15.5

Total school support staff 29 20.5

TOTAL 86 64.4

All the teaching staff meet the requirements 
to teach in Western Australian schools and are 
registered with the Western Australian College of 
teaching.

STAFF QUALIFICATIONS

All teaching staff have engaged in professional 
learning linked to the system priorities and school 
priorities including: Australian Curriculum – Maths, 
Science, English, Bullying & Friendships, Medical 
Anaphylaxis and Epilepsy, First Aid with defibrillator, 
ICT and GROWTH Coaching.

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

The attendance rates for this year are not available 
until the conclusion of the school year. Further 
information regarding this data will be available on 
the school website Term 1 2017.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATES

2017 DESTINATION YEAR 6 STUDENTS

Churchlands SHS, 51

Mt Lawley SHS, 13

Shenton College, < 10

John Curtin College of the Arts, < 10

Balcatta SHS, <10



The 2016 Year 6 School Camp was a great 
experience. We set off by bus when the bell rang in 
the morning. We were ready, packed with our huge 
bags and pillows. It took about 45 minutes to get 
there, but we were there in a flash. Everyone was so 
excited and a little jittery, the ride went in a rush. 
On arrival, we were sent to our cabins, boys and girls 
separated. We settled into our home for the next two 
nights, made our beds and organised everything the 
way we wanted it.

Ten minutes later we were off to our first activity! We 
were separated into five separate groups, and we 
were to do five different activities over the 3 days. 
The activities included rock climbing, archery, vertical 
challenges and the flying fox. All of them were 
incredible fun and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
them. Everybody pushed themselves to the absolute 
limit. Over the next three day dinner was meat and 
vegetables, then pizza, lunch was sandwiches and 
wraps, and breakfast was tasty eggs, bacon or cereal.

After dinner on the first night, it was our movie night 
in the hall. We planned to watch Minions, but after 
roughly 30 minutes of problem-solving, the teachers 
couldn’t get it up and running, so we watched the 

first Harry Potter movie instead. It was already about 
8:30pm, keep in mind. When we finished watching 
it, at about 11pm, everyone was completely and 
utterly stuffed and ready for bed, but that was when 
Mr. Lawrence announced we were going to watch 
another movie, Ice Age 4! We were very tired the 
following day. 

On the second night after dinner, we played a game 
of Spotlight. Basically we roamed in teams of six 
around the camp, searching for various hidden 
objects. It was very dark, so it was quite hard to find 
the objects, as you can imagine. Although as always, 
there was a catch. If the teachers (who were all 
around the site) shone their torch on you and you 
were moving, you had to go back to the base and 
do an embarrassing activity, such as singing a Frozen 
song, to get your team back into the game! If the 
teacher shone their torch and you (your whole team) 
stayed completely still, you could continue once they 
looked in other directions. It was so much fun.

All in all, this year’s school camp was incredible and 
I’m sure the kids in the years to come will love it. 
Nick M

year 6 activities
YEAR 6, ROOMS 21, 22 & 23, MRS GILLIES, MR LAWRENCE & MISS FRENCH

year 6 camp
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On Friday September 9 all of the Year 6 students 
went to parliament house.                                

All the classes split up and participated in 
“democracy activities.” We learnt how the preferential 
voting system works by voting on our favourite 
chocolates as well as the history of federation in 
Australia. Also we were lucky enough to tour around 
parliament house. It was fantastic to see both 
the lower (Legislative Council) and upper houses 
(Legislative Assembly) of state parliament .Finally we 
re-enacted a bill from 2013 about animal welfare 
.Michelle was the speaker and we got to sit in the 
actual seats that the members of parliament use. 
This is a day we will remember for a long time as it 
was a very fun and educational experience.  
Chloe D

parliament house

On Monday the 17th of October, myself and 5 other 
students competed in the Scitech Brainstorm Primary 
Challenge Day and it was just amazing! We competed 
against public and private schools all across the Perth 
Metropolitan Region. There were 51 teams consisting 
of 3 students each. The 2 teams from Mount 
Hawthorn were called Green Plasma (Annabelle 
Jones, Shaun Vucemillo and Michelle Wilson-Rozas) 
and Golden Plasma (Maddie Pierce, Ben Stark and 
Jeremy Fox) as green and gold are the colours of 
our school uniform. We had so much fun doing 
challenges all around Scitech. There was a Coding 
Challenge, an Engineering Challenge,  a quiz about 
deep space in the Planetarium and a challenge when 
you had to stop a little Lego rover from breaking, when dropped from different heights (Rover Challenge). 
I enjoyed the Rover Challenge the best because involved working as a team to create something original. 
At the end of the day the winners were announced and the team that I was in ( Green Plasma ) Won and  
Golden Plasma came second!  What a fantastic achievement for Mount Hawthorn Primary School. 
Q: Why can you never trust atoms? A: They make up everything! Annabelle J

scitech challenge

This year, on the first Friday of Term 1, all of “Team 
Year 6’’ went to Kings Park for team building 
activities. Team building is about trusting and 
building a friendship with your peers. For the first 
part of the morning, we did small challenges in a 
group of 6. My favourite was where everyone held 
right hands with someone who wasn’t standing 
next to them and then their left arm with a different 
person. We had to untangle ourselves without letting 
go of each other. It was lots of fun. For the rest of the 
day, we were split up into 4 groups, and had to do 
various different challenges. By far my favourite was 
the Spider Web. We had to get everyone through 
to the other side, without to touching the wire, 
or using the same hole twice. It was difficult, but 
we succeeded. The Kings Park excursion was an 
awesome way to interact and gain trust from my 
peers. Jack F

team building in king’s park



In Term 2 all Year 6 students participated in winter 
sport. Students chose either football, soccer, lacrosse 
or netball. 

On Friday afternoons, throughout the term,  teams 
played Wembley, South Balcatta and Subiaco in their 
respective sports. 

At the conclusion of the fixtures students 
participated in a Winter Sports Carnival where each 
team participated in a Round Robin competition. 

It was also fantastic to have some of the Year 5 
students volunteer to help with team numbers when 
needed. 

Winter sport was a fantastic success this year, with 
all teams performing extremely well throughout the 
term and on the carnival day. 

All the Year 6 students had a wonderful time on 
those sunny Friday afternoons and during the 
carnival. I’m sure the coaches also enjoyed the fun 
and competition. Luke F

winter sport

The Interschool Athletics Carnival was a gruelling 
but awesome experience. There were 7 different 
schools competing on the day including, Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School, Wembley Primary School, 
Floreat Primary School, West Balcatta Primary School, 
Subiaco Primary School and Lake Gwelup Primary, 
Karrinyup Primary. All the schools were excited and 
pumped for the competition.

It consisted of two different days, the first day was for 
the individual events for solo athletes. These events 
were Long Jump, 800 Hundred metre run and the 
Throws. The second day was for all athletes consisting 
in many more events. These events were the 50m 
75m and 100m sprints, Leaderball, Passball, Corner 
Spry, Tunnel Ball and Bean Bag Shuttle. We ended up 
doing very well with a 4th spot out of 7 schools. We 
did a great job battling with the other schools and 
we should be proud of ourselves. The overall winners 
were Wembley Primary School and Subiaco won the 
cheering shield. 

Who knows maybe next year it might be Mount Hawthorn taking the trophy?  
Jamie B

interschool athletics

sport at mount hawthorn
MRS KENNY & MRS PUTT, SPORT
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This year the Interschool Swimming Carnival was 
very exciting. 

It was a close race between Mt Hawthorn, 
Woodlands, Wembley, Doubleview, Kapinara, Floreat 
and Churchlands Primary Schools but in the end 
Woodlands Primary School took out 1st place. 

Mt Hawthorn Primary School came in 2nd place 
with Mia getting Champion Girl for Year 5 and Josie 
getting Champion Girl for Year 4 . There were great 
performances by all the Mount Hawthorn swimmers 
who competed. 

The School Captains, Finn and Maddie, displayed 
good leadership,keeping the school spirit alive and 
helping competitors to have fun. 

A past student from our school, Nicola Hamilton, 
came from the local swim club to help with the 
organisation of the bay on the day. 

All competitors enjoyed the day and gave a special 
thank you to Mrs Putt, Mrs Kenny and Mrs Townsend 
for the chance to represent their school at the 
carnival.  
Finn W

Interschool Swimming

This year on March 10 at Challenge Stadium, 
students from Year 4, 5 and 6 competed in the 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School Swimming 
Carnival. 

At the carnival we witnessed many new team cheers, 
dancing and fantastic swimming performances. 

Everyone did a great  job, whether they were in a 
relay, 50 metre or a 25 metre event. Even kids that 
weren’t in any of the races still participated and tried 
their hardest in the fun events and team games.

Throughout the day we had many parents and 
teachers who organised and made the day special.

This year Shakespeare won the carnival, with 
Braithwaite in 2nd, Menzies in 3rd and Axford in 4th.

Faction Swimming



On Friday 26 August, 22 Orchestra performers from 
Mt Hawthorn Primary School, performed three 
pieces: Jasmine Nights, Dragon Fire and Hoe-down 
at Crown Theatre. All three pieces were a hit and we 
really enjoyed performing.

The kids performed at the Crown Theatre in front of 
two thousand people. The night lasted two and a 
half hours.

Some of the other kids performing were the choir, 
who sang a medley of Disney Songs and four soloists 
from our school. They were Ben Stark who played the 
Star Wars Theme on cello, Hannah Travia who played 
Concerto No. 3 on violin, Naomi Wright who sang 
Maybe and Lizzie Rowe who sang Tomorrow.

Overall, the orchestra had a fantastic and thrilling 
night. 
James T & Rhiannon K, Year 5

orchestra at Crown theatre

Band and Orchestra Camp at Ern Halliday was and 
amazing and fun experience for us. We thought 
it was a great way to kick off the start of band 
for the new students. We are very lucky to have 
Mr Pointon and Mrs Symington  as our band and 
orchestra directors. We would like to give a big 
thanks to the parent organisers who prepared food, 
accommodation and fun games for us. When our 
parents came in the afternoon, we performed a 
concert for them which was amazing. 
Lily P and Syrah T, Year 5

Music Camp

On Tuesday 28 June, an African drumming group 
called Salaka came to our school. The people in the 
group were called Odai and Eze and they are from 
Ghana in West Africa. They were really funny!

Three of the drums they had were the family drums, 
djembe and treshin. One of the main songs we sang 
with them was Kilele. It was a good song and it 
means ‘Welcome’.

When we were singing one of the songs, they got the 
teachers to come up and dance. The dance moves 
were really funny and it was even funnier when the 
teachers did it. One of the last things we did was 
play. We copied what Odai did on the djembes.

In the end I loved it and I would ;love Odai and Eze 
to come back to the school another day. 
Prue G, Year 5

african drumming
MRS HARDMAN, MUSIC
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This year our amazing Mrs Hardman made a 
wonderful Disney Medley. We practised this medley 
many times at school and then performed at Crown 
Theatre.

Every week Mrs Hardman has taken up her time 
to create the amazing Hawthorn Hummers. The 
Hawthorn Hummers come to school every Tuesday 
to practise all their wonderful songs Mrs Hardman 
had prepared for us. The songs from our medley 
were Pinocchio’s When You Wish Upon A Star, Song 
of the South’s

Zippadeedoohdah, The Little Mermaid’s Under 
the Sea, Be Our Guest from Beauty and the Beast, 
The Lion King’s Hakuna Matata, A Whole New 
World from Aladdin, Frozen’s Love Is An Open 
Door, Toy Story’s You’ve Got A Friend In Me, The 
Jungle Book’s Bare Necessities and our finale, 
Supercalafragilisticexpialadocious from Mary 
Poppins.

It was an amazing experience and we would like to 
thank our amazing parent helpers for our wonderful 
costumes. 
Tegan W and Stella P, Year 5

choir

The development of aural skills by exploring the 
elements of music is an important focus in junior 
music. 

“Pitch” is one of the elements we have focused on 
this year. The Pitch Witch is a very popular visitor to 
the music room (she fancies herself as a teacher!) 
She can be rather grumpy, especially when woken 
up, but is quite expert on imparting her knowledge 
of pitch. She can hold a very high pitched note and 
loves playing the pitch bells!  

Recently the Pitch Witch surprised us by bringing 
her ‘boomwhackers’ in for us to explore. We 
whacked the boomwhackers on the ground, each 
boomwhacker playing a note of a different pitch 
according to its length. 

It was a lot of fun, experimenting with different 
boomwhackers and making up little tunes. 

The Pitch Witch fell asleep during the lesson and Mrs 
Smart took over, because she did not want to wake 
the witch up!

The Pitch Witch and Boomwhackers! 
MRS SMART, JUNIOR MUSIC



Every year we have many requests from past 
students for access to old school photos and archives 
related to their time as students at Mt Hawthorn 
Primary.  We always enjoy hearing their stories and 
sharing our records, but realised that we needed 
to give these archives a safe home.  Fortunately the 
City of Vincent values our community stories enough 
to have created the wonderful Local History Centre 
within the City of Vincent Library. After discussion 
with the Local History Librarians, we arranged to 
transfer our collection to their storage facility.  So 
began our MHPS Archive Project.

Led by Deanna Richards, every Thursday morning 
at 10am numerous volunteers gathered to 
painstakingly transfer photos and other items from 
old albums and boxes onto acid free paper and into 
archive grade folders. The majority of the material 
was photos ranging from 1910 to 2002, with a large 
part being the 1980’s and 1990’s. The photographs 
illustrate different activities that have taken place at 
the school or kindergarten, as well as past staff and 
students. Other material included old newspaper 
clippings, student work samples, newsletters, 
correspondence, uniforms and even a class project 
on ice-cream wrappers. 

A special thanks to Julie and Catherine from the City 
of Vincent Local History Centre,  Elizabeth, Renae, 
Doreen and Vicki along with other volunteers who 
have given over 100 hours of time to facilitate the 

project. Their knowledge of our school as past pupils 
and parents was invaluable.

In the future, these photos will be scanned and 
available on the City of Vincent Local History Centre 
Photographic Database.  In the meantime, look out 
for the launch of the project late February next year 
and don’t forget to date your photos and letters.  It 
makes the job of the archivist so much easier.

the keeper of our stories
MS GALBRAITH & MS KELLY, LIBRARY



 

1 42,415.00$                    42,289.50$                    

2 152,823.00$                  158,976.95$                  

3 8,042.00$                       7,769.55$                       

4 52,980.00$                    53,529.70$                    

5 -$                                 -$                                 

6 3,500.00$                       3,500.00$                       

7 49,922.00$                    49,921.81$                    

8 18,205.00$                    15,357.12$                    

9 15,000.00$                    15,000.00$                    

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 Farm Revenue (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

12 -$                                 -$                                 

342,887.00$                  346,344.63$                  

240,869.00$                  240,869.21$                  

Student Centred Funding 324,557.00$                  324,706.80$                  

908,313.00$                  911,920.64$                  

6,212,993.00$              6,212,993.00$              

7,121,306.00$              7,124,913.64$              

Locally Raised Funds262,565.70$     

Student Centred Funding324,706.80$     

Other Govt Grants53,421.81$       

Other  15,357.12$       

Transfers from Reserves15,000.00$       

671,051.43$     

1 45,745.00$                    33,979.53$                    

2 12,961.00$                    11,038.74$                    

3 283,390.00$                  182,967.28$                  

4 105,152.00$                  131,191.27$                  

5 318,424.00$                  290,482.21$                  

6 19,971.00$                    19,062.94$                    

7 26,000.00$                    26,000.00$                    

8 8,454.00$                       4,165.63$                       

9 1,541.00$                       1,541.00$                       

10 -$                                 -$                                 

11 -$                                 -$                                 

12 Farm Operations (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

13 Farm Revenue to CO (Ag and Farm Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

14 Camp School Fees to CO (Camp Schools only) -$                                 -$                                 

821,638.00$                  700,428.60$                  

6,062,763.00$              6,062,763.00$              

6,884,401.00$              6,763,191.60$              

86,675.00$                    

Bank Balance 518,678.13$                                 
Made up of: -$                                                

1 General Fund Balance 211,492.04$                                 
2 Deductible Gift Funds -$                                                
3 Trust Funds -$                                                
4 Asset Replacement Reserves 306,913.39$                                 
5 Suspense Accounts 3,703.70$                                     
6 Cash Advances -$                                                
7 Tax Position 3,431.00-$                                     

518,678.13$                                 Total Bank Balance

Cash Position as at:

Residential Boarding Fees to CO (Ag Colleges only)

Cash Budget Variance

Total Forecast Salary Expenditure

Total Expenditure

Total Goods and Services Expenditure

Other Expenditure

Buildings, Property and Equipment

Curriculum and Student Services

Total Salary Allocation

Total Funds Available

ActualBudget

Residential Operations

Total Locally Raised Funds

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships

Opening Balance

Total Cash Funds Available

Camp School Fees (Camp Schools only)

Expenditure

Payment to CO, Regional Office and Other Schools

Administration

Lease Payments

Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Professional Development

Transfer to Reserve

Transfer from Reserve or DGR

Residential Accommodation

Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues

Revenue from Co, Regional Office and Other Schools

Mount Hawthorn Primary School
Financial Summary as at

Actual

31 December 2016
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