MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER TOWARDS THE FUTURE

Year 1 information

2021

Belonging, Being, Becoming

Children
have a
strong
sense of
identity

Children are
confident
and involved
learners

Children are
effective
communicators

Children have
a strong sense
of wellbeing

Children are
connected with
and contribute to
their world

Mount Hawthorn primary school Year 1 information

MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
YEAR 1 INFORMATION
*Please note that some of this information in regards to times, dates and processes may change in
response to any future COVID 19 restrictions and guidelines.
We would like to welcome you to Year 1 at Mount Hawthorn Primary School.
The Year 1 program supports the national Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and delivers the
national curriculum content as directed by the Western Australian Curriculum Outline (SCSA). The
program continues on from Pre-primary to encourage independence, creativity and problem solving
in a child-focused environment with a continued focus in our priority areas of Literacy and Numeracy.
Children’s individual developmental needs, strengths and interests guide the teaching and learning
program. There will be a parent information meeting early in Term 1 to discuss this further.

Belonging to our Year 1

The Daily Timetable
The day begins with doors to the junior block being opened at 8.30am, where the children can be left at
the classroom door or parents can stay and help them get organised for the day. If the classroom is not
available, the students may play in the junior Tiger turf playground which is supervised between 8.308.50. As your child becomes more independent they can be dropped at the “Kiss and Drive” and make
their way to their classroom. All parents are requested to vacate the class on siren at 8.50am to allow the
children to settle for the class attendance to be taken.
Each individual teacher will display their timetable on the door or out the front of the class and their
processes for the start of the day. Copies of these will be provided at Parent Information nights offered in
the first few weeks of Term 1.
The end of the day is signalled by the bell at 3.00pm and the children will exit the classroom onto the
Tiger turf to find their parents at their meeting point. This can be a place that you have pre-organised
with your individual child. Your class teachers will usually come out for the first few days to ensure that
all students have found their parent. Children are told to come back to their classroom teacher if they
cannot find the person picking them up or are concerned.
Teachers will allocate home reading and spelling to be completed nightly. Homework tasks will differ
slightly according to each individual teacher and will be discussed at the Parent Information night in
Term 1.

Signing In / Signing Out
If your child arrives to school at 8.50am or later please ensure that you sign them in at the front office
before bringing them to the classroom. You will be issued with a late pass to submit to the teacher. If you
need to pick your child up prior to 3pm please sign them out via the front office before collecting from
class.
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Assemblies
Every Monday morning, the Year 1 classes meet to discuss the virtue of the fortnight, special events and
celebrate significant achievements. Children are required to wear house shirts for the day.
Year 1 classes join the school assemblies that occur regularly on a Friday morning. The classes will be
allocated as a ‘Gold Group’ or ‘Green Group’ and this will determine the assembly schedule they attend.
Punctuality is very important on these days as the assemblies commence at 8.50am. Please refer to the
website for assembly dates in 2021. During the year, every Year 1 class will present and host one assembly.
Parents are welcome to attend all assemblies. You will also receive notification prior to an assembly if your
child will be receiving a merit award. Merit awards are presented before school in the Harbeck Library
Centre from 8.15am.

Being
Being Prepared
Daily requirements
For each session children need (please name all items- please
do not cover books):
•

A roomy bag is essential, preferably large to accommodate the
daily requirements and to bring home notes, newsletters and
large creations. A recommended style is available through the
Uniform Shop.

•

A full set of spare clothes in case of accidents.

•

A warm top in cool weather.

•

A packed lunch in a clearly labelled container.

•

A drink bottle containing water only.

Being Healthy
Lunch and snacks.
Children need their lunch boxes labelled and have their morning snack, lunch and “crunch and sip” in
different containers. If your child wishes, they may have all their lunch and snacks in one manageable
lunch box. If this is the case, please ensure you speak to your child about eating a snack for recess and
their main items for lunch. You may like to place a small ice brick in your child’s lunchbox, especially
during the warmer months. Every Wednesday is “Waste-Free Wednesday” where the children are
encouraged to bring a lunch that contains little to no packaging.
It is very important that you advise your child’s teacher of any food allergies or dietary restrictions
affecting your child. We are a ‘Nut Aware’ school so we ask that nuts and products containing nuts are
not brought to school. Please refer to the school’s Anaphylaxis Policy which can be found on the school
website www.mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au or is available upon request at the front office. Foods to avoid
include Nutella, peanut butter and muesli bars. Please check food labels on all snacks.
Lunch orders need to be placed before school either directly at the canteen or online (When ordering
online via the website, please ensure you receive an order confirmation). Most classes have allocated
monitors to collect the big lunch at 12.35pm and bring them to the class for the 12.40pm lunch. Children
can purchase their own snacks at recess directly from the canteen.
We enjoy celebrating children’s birthdays at school. Please consider food allergies and dietary
requirements specific to each class. When inviting other children to parties, please distribute invitations
outside the class directly to the children or parents.

Mount Hawthorn primary school Year 1 information

Dress Requirements
Year 1 children wear the school uniform, which is available through the Uniform Shop. Please label all
clothes, hats and shoes with full name and class number.
Throughout the whole year there is a ‘no hat, no play in the sun’ policy, requiring students to wear broad
brimmed hats when outside.

Illness and Infection
Children who are ill do not have the energy or capacity to learn and engage in the school day. Please keep
your child at home if ill or requiring extra rest or sleep. Please advise the school of any absentees either by
phoning the school or directly on the school website http://mounthawthorn.wa.edu.au/. If an infectious or
contagious childhood illness is diagnosed, including head lice, please advise the class teacher, who can
respond accordingly.

Becoming Informed
Communication about Your Child
As your child’s first educator and primary caregiver, you know your child best. We need your help to
understand his or her needs and interests. Always inform the teacher of allergies, health matters or
special considerations that affect your child. Communication with the teacher is very important. Brief
daily contact occurs at arrival and pick up times, but if you have matters for discussion please make an
appointment with the teacher. Please keep us up to date with your address, home and work phone
contacts. You must inform the teacher of custody or access issues concerning your child. Please hand
any notes/permission slips etc. directly to your child’s teacher – do not leave notes for the teacher in your
child’s bag.

Communication about Achievements and Progress
Your child’s progress and achievement of key skills, knowledge and understandings is reflected
in a formal report at the end of Semesters 1 and 2 and is evident in the class displays and learning
environment. Informal, and occasionally formal, meetings are required and may be requested by the
class teacher to communicate concerns or update relevant information. If at any time there is information
or concerns you feel need to be shared with the teacher, please arrange an appropriate time. All
conversations and meetings regarding individual children are conducted in strict confidence.

Communication about Events and the Community
Teachers and families working together enhance and support the achievement of learning outcomes.
The school provides parent information sessions early in Term 1. Individual teachers have various
strategies to share information with parents, including email and notes. A consistent and regular strategy
to receive the latest news and information on upcoming events is to access the school website www.
mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au. It is very important to read every newsletter for relevant and up to date
information. You can subscribe to the school and P&C newsletters, published fortnightly, via the website.
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Liaison Parent
Every class will request a parent to fulfil the role of ‘Liaison Parent’ who will send communications
and organise social events, via an email distribution list. Liaison parents will also be invited to attend
a meeting every term to represent the parent group of each class and receive important information
from the whole school, led by the Principal. An important role of the liaison parent is to communicate
questions from the class parent group to the classroom teacher and to distribute information received via
email from the administration team.

The Parents and Citizens Association
The Mount Hawthorn Primary School P&C welcomes you as a member. Please feel free to attend
the meetings to learn more about the role of the P&C. Information on dates and times of meetings
is available in the school’s newsletter, or on the P&C web page, which can be accessed via the school
website.

Contributions and Charges
A school voluntary contribution of $60.00 per child and a P&C contribution of $70.00 per child or $140 per
family (2 or more children) is requested. These contributions may be paid at the school office or through
the book lists distributed in November of each year. Payments by cash, credit card/eftpos or cheque are
accepted. Please make cheques payable to Mount Hawthorn Primary School. Payments can also be
made using the Qkr app. Details are available on the flyer included in the information pack and on the
school’s website.
In-school presenters and excursions are often planned and included as part of the curriculum. These may
incur a cost to families and are reflected in the term account distributed at the beginning of each term.
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FAQ for the first day
Each class teacher will clearly communicate on the day the process and expectations of the first day. A
class timetable will be available to view the schedule for the week with specialist times eg. library day,
sports day.
Do I label everything on the booklist?
Yes, please place your child’s name on all their school items.
Where do I place my child’s booklist items on the first day?
Could you please bring in all of your child’s items on the booklist for the first day. Your teacher will store
items that are not needed straight away in the classroom. This will ensure that teachers have items
available when your child needs them throughout the year.
How will I know it is time to leave?
A bell will ring in class when the teacher is ready to organise their day (about 8.50). This is the time to
say goodbye and leave the room. Should your child be upset, the teachers will attend to them, but it is
helpful that you leave straight away. Your child will usually settle once you have gone and will be closely
monitored by the teaching staff.
What happens at the end of the day?
School will end at 3.00pm. Please wait on the tiger turf outside the building doors. Your child will be
released from the class and walked out by their teacher. For the first few days your class teacher will stay
with the children to ensure they can find you.
Please direct any questions directly to the class teacher or if you require further information or clarity,
please feel welcome to contact Perisse Pitsikas (Associate Principal) Dale Mackesey (Principal) or another
member of the Administration team (phone: 9338 0550).
We look forward to working with you and maintaining a well organised and highly effective learning
program and environment for your child.

Welcome to Year 1 2021!
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Notes
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