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MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION
*Please note that some of this information in regards to times, dates and processes may change in
response to any future COVID 19 restrictions and guidelines.
Mount Hawthorn Primary School welcomes your family to your child’s kindergarten year.
Each kindergarten class is taught by a specialist early childhood teacher with the support of an education
assistant. The Kindy program supports the national Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and the
Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines which emphasise the importance of a holistic approach to teaching and
learning to maximise each child’s learning and growing experience.
The Kindy program is flexible and responsive to the children’s needs and provides learning experiences
that develop as well as support life-long skills such as curiosity, improvisation and imagination. We aim to
challenge the children’s thinking and build new ideas and understandings. Our planning and practices are
reflective of the children ‘Belonging, Being and Becoming’. A parent information meeting will be offered
early in Term 1 to discuss this further.
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Belonging

Belonging - experiencing belonging is knowing where and with whom you belong. Children belong
first to a family, a cultural group, a neighbourhood and a wider community. It acknowledges children’s
interdependence with others. Relationships are crucial to our sense of belonging and shape who children
are and who they can become.
Welcome to the Margaret Kindergarten and Mount Hawthorn Primary School Community where family
partnerships and supportive relationships are highly regarded.

Belonging to our Kindy
The Daily Timetable
The day begins with a transition time, where parents can sit with their child and engage with the activities
provided. When the teacher signals the end of this time, parents should help their child finish the task,
say goodbye and leave the class promptly. If you wish to chat to other parents please move away from the
classroom.
A group mat time follows and allows teachers to begin concept development and share the learning
intentions for the day. Experiences can include stories, songs, dance and music. The kindergarten
sessions include a range of individual, small and whole group activities. The indoor and outdoor learning
environments are carefully planned with both adult directed and child initiated experiences which foster
development.

Partnerships
Learning outcomes are most likely to be achieved when we work in partnerships with families. We
encourage parents to be involved at a level which suits you and your child. Significant family members are
invited to place their name on the class roster. Help is requested to assist with snack preparation and the
implementation of activities; we prefer to have only one helper per session.
Please be aware when visiting or helping in the class that confidentiality is expected and must be adhered
to. The development and behaviour of other children can not be discussed at any time. If you have any
concerns regarding the classroom environment or your child, please arrange a meeting directly with the
class teacher in the first instance and if need be the school administration team.
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Being

Being – recognises the significance of the here and now in children’s lives. It is about the present and
them knowing themselves, building and maintaining relationships with others, engaging in life’s joys and
complexities and meeting challenges in everyday life. The early years are not solely preparation for the
future but also about the present.

Being Present to Maximise Learning Opportunities
To assist with planning and as a courtesy, please advise the class teacher when your child will be absent. This
can be done via the school website www.mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au. Please direct e-mails and calls to the
class teacher and not the main school.
The full complement of Kindergarten hours commences on the first day. If you feel this may not suit your
child and they require some adjustments to the hours in the beginning, please discuss with the class
teacher.

Delivering and Picking Up Children
These guidelines protect children and help ensure the centre runs smoothly:
•

These guidelines protect children and help ensure the centre runs smoothly.

•

A parent or delegated authority must drop off and collect your child.

•

Doors open at 8.30am. The session will commence at 9.00am with ‘mat time’. We encourage families to be punctual
and engage in the transition time provided in the first half hour at the start of the day.

•

The day concludes at 2.45pm. Please collect your child promptly at this time.

•

The teacher will release your child to parents/guardians named on the enrolment form unless another person is
delegated this responsibility in writing. Please fill out the Permission to Collect Children book at Kindy.

•

In an emergency, telephone the kindergarten before your child is collected. The person picking up your child should
be prepared to present identification.

•

If you arrive before the classes are open it is your responsibility to supervise your child until the session starts and after
your child is collected at the end of the session.

•

If you bring siblings with you, they must be closely supervised at all times. Much time and effort is spent getting the
Kindy organised, tidy and set up for learning. It is not appropriate for younger siblings to be left to wander to disrupt
the planned and intended learning environment.

•

The kindy premises including outdoor area gates are locked at 3.00pm.

•

If you require your child to leave early please ensure you sign them out in the yellow book located in your child’s class.

•

If you arrive after 9:00am please ensure you sign your child into the class in the late sign in book located in your child’s
class.

Contact numbers:
Kindy

Ph: 9443 1606

Main School Site Ph: 9338 0550
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Being Prepared
Daily Requirements
For each session children will require:
•

A roomy bag - this is essential, preferably large enough to accommodate the daily requirements and to bring home
notes and large creations. If the bag has zippers or fastenings ensure children can open and close the bag (place on
named hook).

•

Spare clothes - a full set, in case of accidents or times when water is involved in the learning experience.

•

Packed lunch

•

Piece of fruit or vegetable that can be shared at morning snack.

•

Drink bottle containing water only

(Please label all items)

Being Healthy
Shared Snack and Lunch
Please provide a piece of fruit or vegetable that can be shared at morning snack time. At lunch time the children will be
encouraged to eat their main item (sandwich, wrap etc) before other ‘treats’. It is very important that you advise your
child’s teacher of any new allergies or dietary restrictions affecting your child which were not outlined on the enrolment
form.
We are a ‘Nut Aware’ school so we ask that nuts and products containing nuts are not brought to kindy. Foods to avoid
include Nutella, peanut butter and muesli bars. Please check food labels on all snacks.

Being Comfortable and Ready to Move
A high quality kindy program presents many opportunities for children to explore, inquire, play and move in many
different ways. The children’s clothing should be easy to wash and not restrict play. Playing and learning can be messy
and marks on clothes are inevitable. Please dress your child in clothes they can manage themselves, as children are
expected to independently toilet themselves – this includes washing and wiping hands. Safe and appropriate footwear
that is supportive of movements such as climbing and running is required. Crocs and gumboots are not recommended.
Please label clothes, hats and shoes. Wide brimmed ‘sun safe’ hats are compulsory for outdoor times all year round.

Illness and Infection
Children who are ill should be kept home and not return until they have recovered. If an infectious or contagious
childhood illness is diagnosed, including head lice, please advise the class teacher who can respond accordingly. Please
submit an absentee notification via the school website www.mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au.
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Becoming

Becoming – Children’s identities, knowledge, understandings, capacities, skills and relationships change
during childhood. They are shaped by many different events and circumstances. It reflects a process of
rapid change that occurs in the early years as they grow and learn. It emphasises learning to participate
fully and actively in society.

Becoming informed
Communication about Your Child
As your child’s first educator and primary caregiver, you know your child best. We need your help to understand their
needs and interests. Communication with the teacher is very important. Brief daily contact occurs at arrival and pick
up times, but if you have specific matters for discussion please make an appointment with the teacher. Please keep us
up to date with your address, home and work phone contacts. You must inform the teacher of custody or access issues
concerning your child. This includes providing any relevant court orders.

Communication about Achievements and Progress
Your child’s progress and achievement of key skills, knowledge and understandings is reflected in a formal report at the
end of Terms 2 and 4. An important role of an Early Childhood teacher is to assist in the early identification of students
who may require additional learning support. Early Intervention and the provision of opportunities to assist the children
in overcoming difficulties are more effective if educators and families work together.

Communication about Events and the Community
Important information is shared in a variety of ways. Letters may be sent home. More frequently we now use an app
(Android and Apple) called See-saw to enhance class communication. More importantly it provides parents with the
opportunity to see almost immediately classroom learning and updates on your child’s achievements.
The school publishes a newsletter every fortnight. Please visit our website and subscribe to this to ensure you receive a
copy, www.mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au. It is important to read these for the latest information about school events.

Liaison Parent
Every class will request a parent to fulfil the role of ‘Liaison Parent’ who can send important notices or
messages from the teacher, via an email distribution list. The liaison may also assist in other ways such as
organising parent social activities. Liaison parents will also be invited to attend a meeting every term at the
main school site to represent the kindy parent group and receive important information from the whole
school to then share.

The Parents and Citizens Association
The Mount Hawthorn Primary School P&C welcomes you as a member. Please feel free to attend the
meetings to learn more about the role of the P&C. Information on dates and times of meetings is available in
the school’s newsletter, or on the P&C web page, which can be accessed via the school website.

Contributions and Charges
A school voluntary contribution of $60.00 per child and a P&C contribution of $70.00 per child are requested
($140.00 per family for two or more children). These contributions may be paid at the school office or
through the personal items list distributed in November of each year. Payments by cash, credit card/eftpos or
cheque are accepted at the school office. Please make cheques payable to Mount Hawthorn Primary School.
Payments can also be made using the Qkr! app. Details are available on the flyer included in the information
pack and on the school’s website.
In-school presenters and excursions are often planned and included as part of the curriculum. These may
incur a cost to families and are reflected in the erm Account distributed at the beginning of each term.
Please direct any questions to the class teacher in the first instance, or if you require further information or
clarity, please contact Lorena Rock, Associate Principal (Ph: 9338 0550).
We look forward to working with you and maintaining a well organised and highly effective learning
program and environment for your child.
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Notes
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