
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

During this anxious, uncertain and sometimes frustrating time, I am writing to provide further advice 
about how you can support learning continuity for your child.  The safety, health and welfare of our 
students, staff and parents remains our highest priority. We are committed to continuing to provide 
our students with an age and stage appropriate learning program, albeit not necessarily through the 
traditional classroom model. 

As you are aware the State Government announced that school holidays have been brought forward 
a week, teaching for Term 1 will conclude this Friday 3 April 2020.  These additional days have been 
created to help address the risk of transmission of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and provide 
time for schools to prepare for Term 2. From Monday 6 until Thursday 9 April, staff will further plan 
and prepare resources for learning from home. We will also be trialling online platforms. Children 
who need to attend school next week, because parents have to attend their worksites to enable them 
to maintain employment, will be supervised (no lessons). Please ask your child/ren to meet in the 
undercover area from 8.30am onwards. 

Essentially, the work our staff will do next week will provide the opportunity for teachers and other 
school staff to prepare for a different way of teaching and learning in Term 2.  I want to assure 
parents that your child/ren will still receive an education next term, but it will look different. Although 
we are not all together, we will work hard to keep us connected. 

Next term, assessment for grading has been suspended at Mount Hawthorn Primary School. The 
emphasis will be on teaching and learning and the provision of feedback to students for tasks 
completed.   

A more comprehensive document clarifying next term is attached.  Please be mindful though, this 
an ever-changing environment.  If required, we will modify it. 

We all appreciate next term is an alternative teaching and learning program. We are looking at 
providing home packages in a mode which works best for families. We know that a one size fits all 
approach to delivery, may not suit all. For students and families who do not have access to devices 
or the ability to print documents, we will make a paper offline option available upon request. 

If you would prefer to ‘pick up’  a hard copy of the  home learning documents, please email 
MountHawthorn.PS@education.wa.edu.au  and provide your child(s) YEAR, NAME and 
CLASSROOM NUMBER. Once we have this information, we will contact you to advise a suitable 
collection time and date. 

In terms of schoolwork, while it is important to try to maintain some routine and keep them engaged 
with their education, please ensure there is flexibility. It’s okay to suspend the learning program and 
just enjoy the day as a family. In particular, if your child is distressed or struggling with their emotions,  

mailto:MountHawthorn.PS@education.wa.edu.au


 

this is not conducive to learning. Be flexible and remember it is okay to adjust learning plans at any 
time. Also, many of the year levels will be sending their packs on a Friday afternoon.  While we 
acknowledge normalcy is important, we are not in normal times. If it suits you to create a schedule 
where work is done on weekends or later in the day, please do so.  Home learning is about creating 
a timetable that works best for your family. 

There are some positives to home learning. It is not prescriptive. Our staff will provide you with work 
for children to do. But you don't have to launch right in with a full-fledged 8-hour curriculum of 
activities, videos and worksheets for your kids. If you want to use this time to slow down and connect 
as a family, that is a worthwhile choice, too. Especially if you have a younger child, don't be afraid to 
just make this a time to focus on being together as a family and having fun. While no one would ever 
choose this situation, it may present a unique opportunity to spend time together as a family. 

Equally as important as learning, is having some FUN, interaction, physical activity and relaxation. 
Time spent engaging in these activities can be rejuvenating and can improve readiness to learn as 
well as learning outcomes and mental health.  

I encourage each Mount Hawthorn Primary School family to make their own decision about how the 
home learning will look in your household. Your child's age and academic needs, number of school 
aged siblings, your availability to work with them, will all play a role in how you decide to spend this 
time. Just trust that you know best what's right for your child and your family in these challenging 
circumstances.  

My staff have really appreciated the wonderful feedback and your words of encouragement. At this 
difficult time, they are providing an essential service to the community, and every bit of positivity is 
very much appreciated. I want to also thank you all for your support to the school, and your flexibility 
while business is no longer as usual. 

Please remember to email any general queries to MountHawthorn.PS@education.wa.edu.au and 
we will answer in the next update if it’s a common query. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Dale Mackesey 

PRINCIPAL 

Thursday, 2 April 2020 
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