
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

Later this week, students will receive their Semester 1 Report.  This report will provide information on 
student achievement, attitude and effort and behaviour and attendance information. Also contained 
within this report will be an indication of whether teachers require a follow up interview.  The 
information below is designed to help you understand your child’s report.  

For each learning area, children will be graded on a 5 point scale for their achievement in that learning 
area.  They will either receive an Achievement Descriptor (Pre-primary-Year 2), or an A-E Grade (Year 
3-6).  An Achievement Descriptor of Satisfactory, or C Grade, demonstrates students working at a 
satisfactory level for what is expected in that year level.  Whilst a B and A grade represent working at 
High or Excellent achievement, they do not necessarily represent children to be working 1 year or 2 
years above level, as has sometimes been the understanding.  

Staff make informed judgements about students’ Achievement Levels or Grades, through a range of 
methods including but not limited to using work samples, descriptions and standards that are 
developed by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA).  This process helps to increase 
the consistency of grades being issued across the entire state in all schools.  Whilst not fool proof, in 
theory it increases the likelihood that a B for English in Year 4 at our school, would be equivalent to a 
B grade in Year 4 anywhere else in the state.  Staff work with the SCSA information, as well as 
moderate with each other, to finalise student grades, particularly in English and Maths.    

Comments are mandatory for English and Maths and it is not uncommon that some comments for 
different children, will read very similarly.  This is because the teacher is reporting specifically on what 
has been taught and what has been learned, as described above.  Teachers will generally save their 
comments about individual students’ behaviour, attitude and effort to the General Comment. This year, 
staff have included a basic comment for other learning areas, that outlines the topics or content that 
has been covered in the Semester.  

At Mount Hawthorn Primary School we endeavour to ensure that grades do not come as a surprise to 
parents and it is a general expectation that students receiving Limited or D grades in Maths or English 
would have an individual or group plan that parents may be aware of. Students receiving a grade of 
Very Low or E, would always warrant an Individual Education Plan that parents would be aware of and 
most likely would have had input into and signed.  

Reports are proof read numerous times, but invariably there are typos that ‘slip through’ and we 
apologise in advance if this is the case and we are happy to rectify an incorrect spelling etc if brought 
to our attention. 

Should you wish to know more about the reporting process, please feel free to contact the school.  

Yours sincerely 

Dale Mackesey 
PRINCIPAL 

Monday 1 July 2019 


