
The 2018 Annual Report reflects the broad range 
of programs that are on offer to students at Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School. These programs cater for 
the needs of all students from Kindergarten to Year 
6. 
The Independent Public School (IPS) review 
conducted at the end of 2017 stated that Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School is a high achieving school. 
The school offers an extensive range of opportunities 
for students to engage in learning and achieve to the 
best of their ability. As articulated in the review “the 
school continues to look for ways ‘to be better’ and 
has developed a culture of ongoing improvement.”  
The full report is available on the school website and 
has formed the basis of the planning of the new 
Business Plan which will be available at the start of 
the 2019 school year. Throughout this year the staff 
has worked with the students, School Board, P&C 
and liaison parents to revisit the school’s Vision and 
Beliefs to ensure that the document is reflective of 
the school community. 
The partnership with the Mount Hawthorn 
Education Support Centre continues to ensure 
that through integration, students benefit from the 
programs which reinforce all aspects of inclusivity. 
It is wonderful to observe the ongoing positive 
interactions which create the school’s fabric.  
The staff and School Board have completed a 
thorough review of both academic and non-
academic data collected from the results of 
standardised tests, teacher judgements and student, 
parent and staff surveys. The results of the data 
indicate that the school is making sound progress 
in all areas of the curriculum. Importantly the whole 
school processes are impacting on results and 
are seen to be valued by staff. In 2019 Numeracy 
has been identified as a priority area and will be 
supported by extensive resourcing and professional 
learning for staff. The information gained from this 
ongoing self-assessment process has been included 
in the Annual Report, along with a review of the 
targets to form the basis of the next Business Plan. 
Specialist Programs continue to offer opportunities 
for students to receive a broad education. Highlights 

included in this publication are in Music, Italian, 
Science, Physical Education and Library activities, 
performances and competitions. As Principal I have 
the pleasure of attending many of these events 
where our students showcase their high levels of 
achievement. 

The school continues to receive the support of 
volunteers who give of their time and expertise to 
assist in a variety of ways. Through the time given 
to the school by members of the School Board 
and P&C, and parents and community members, 
value is maintained and added to numerous 
programs. In times of fiscal restraint this ensures 
the continuing delivery of all programs. This year 
the P&C has supported the school by funding the 
enclosure of the undercover area and providing a 
significant amount of funds towards the continuing 
maintenance of the oval. In 2019 the School Board 
and P&C will be launching an online Volunteer 
Register to inform parents of the many ways they 
can be involved in the school. 

MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER TOWARDS THE FUTURE

DALE MACKESEY
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We look forward to the opening of the new building 
which will add contemporary classrooms and added 
play space for students and will complement the 
school’s overall learning environment. 
This year we also say farewell to four staff members 
who collectively have made significant contributions 
to public education. I would like to acknowledge Mrs 
Mears, Mrs Leonzini, Mrs Emery and Mrs Bodycoat 
and thank them on behalf of the school community 
and the Department of Education. 

I would also like to thank the parents who have given 
me ongoing support during their time at MHPS. I 
have truly valued your support and friendship. 
Enjoy looking through the Annual Report and 
value the time you have with your children over 
the summer holidays. I look forward to another 
successful year in 2019. 

principal’s report

business plan
2018-2020

Integrated Targets Monitoring Process

Maintain and improve student, parent and staff satisfaction at 80% or 
over.

National School Opinion Survey 

Maintain, at 2018 levels, the partnerships with the Education Support or 
higher and high satisfaction level with programs.

Campus Survey

Annual School Review data

Achieve the National Benchmark in all elements of the seven quality 
areas of the NQS

DOE schools online monitoring 
system 

Make explicit the effective Operational Plan that is already in place 
informally with Education Support Unit 

School review data 

Develop strategies to reduce/ offset the school’s carbon emissions Reduction in per person 
consumption in utility bills  

Teaching and Learning Targets Monitoring Process

Maintain our performance with like schools in NAPLAN student 
achievement data.

NAPLAN results 

Continue to maintain the NAPLAN Reading and Numeracy school 
means as well above the Australian mean.

NAPLAN results

Increase number of students in the top 20% in NAPLAN and SAIS. Case Managed students 
identified using Dashboard 
and articulated in Year Level 
Strategic Plan 

Each cohort will maintain or improve their NAPLAN achievement data 
Year 3 to 5. 

NAPLAN results

80% of Year 4 and Year 6 Students will gain satisfactory to excellent 
achievement in ACER Science Testing.

PAT testing results 

Maintain or increase opportunities for students to represent MHPS 
in state-wide competitions and events at 2018 levels with similar 
positive results indicated through the annual school review process and 
longitudinal data collected.

School review data 

Survey Results

Competition results and 
feedback

Maintain Band and Orchestra at high levels at 2018 with similar 
positive results indicated through the annual school review process and 
longitudinal data collected.

School review data

Survey Results

Competition results and 
feedback
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Learning Environment Targets Monitoring Process

Students with an Individual Education Plan will be equal to or above 
their achievement and predicted progress.

Individual progress monitored 
through case conference s

Raise the percentage of students by 10% working to the best of their 
ability in ‘consistently’ or ‘often’ in Attitude, Behaviour and Effort in report 
data.

Attitude Behaviour and Effort 
data.

Raise the percentage of students by 10% for perseverance in 
‘consistently’ or ‘often’ in Attitude, Behaviour and Effort in report data.

Attitude Behaviour and Effort 
data.

Maintain consistently high levels of student attendance and punctuality 
over 90% with students on personal attendance plans making expected 
progress.

Attendance data

Leadership Targets Monitoring Process

Principal to participate in Principals’ Professional Review process Principals Leadership Plan 

Teaching staff self-reflect on their professional practice for continuous 
improvement (e.g. AITSL professional standards and evidence –based 
research).

Performance Management data 

Teaching staff maintain 20 hours of effective Professional Learning 
(TRBWA) with data from staff survey being measured.  

TRBWA 

Support staff to gain key leadership roles above 2018 levels. Operational Plan 

Increase mentoring programs for Curriculum Leadership, Senior Teacher 
and Level Three opportunities for teachers.

Workforce Plan indicating 
applications and success results. 

Extensive leadership opportunities for students maintained at or above 
2018 levels. 

Survey data 

Relationships Targets Monitoring Process

Maintain high level of parent involvement at or above 2018 levels. Parent register data annually 
reviewed

An effective Parent Register is in place and being accessed by staff, 
Schools Board and P&C  for volunteers linked to school priorities.

Parent register data annually 
reviewed

Widen the board’s membership into the community by co-opting 
members that suit school based priorities

Number of co-opted members 
participating in sub committees 
and effectiveness measure by 
Schools Board

To continue to provide clear and regular communication in line with the 
Communication Guidelines. 

Survey data 

Resources Targets Monitoring Process

To achieve an ‘excellent’ in the DoE financial audit Audit results 

Achieve on-going renewal of resources and assets in line with yearly 
Operational Plan 

Asset replacement plan 

Develop an effective campus plan to enhance grounds and gardens, 
maximise play areas. 

Campus plan 

Increase natural shade for students by increasing the number of trees 
planted each year and replacing any tree removed under DoE advice. 

Campus plan 

Complete and enforce effectively a Traffic Management Plan to 
accommodate the pressures caused be a growth in enrolment. 

Survey results 

Recruit, develop and manage staff in accordance to strategic needs Workforce Plan 

Learning Area resources purchased to ensure whole school planning 
targets are met.

Finance Committee minutes

Schools self-assessment



The Board’s structure
The Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board is a 
joint School Council that serves both the Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School and the Mount Hawthorn 
Education Support Centre.  The Board has a 
maximum of 15 members made up as follows:

• 2 x Principals of the Schools (members by 
virtue of their positions);

• 7 x Parent reps (elected by parents of students 
at the Schools);

• 5 x Staff reps (elected by staff of the Schools) 
• 1 x P & C representative; and
• 1 x Community representative

Information about Board members can be found 
in the “Board” section of of the Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School website (“the Website”).   The Board 
is governed by the School Education Act 1999 (“the 
Act”) and by its Terms of Reference. Board members 
are also required to observe the Board’s Code of 
Conduct.  Copies of all of these documents are 
available on the Website.

The Board’s role
The Board’s role is clearly set out in the Act. We 
are required to help the Schools deliver a quality 
education experience to our children by:

• establishing and reviewing the goals, 
priorities and policies of the Schools;

• reviewing and endorsing School 
budgets;

• evaluating the performance of our 
schools in achieving the goals set; 
and

• promoting our schools within 
community.

Importantly, the Act specifically prevents 
the Board from getting involved in the 
day-to-day management and/or control 
of the Schools.  One way to think about 
the Board’s functions is to use an overseas 
holiday as an example. In that context, the 
Board decides where the holiday will be (ie: 
sets the goals) and the principals of each 
school decide which travel company to use 
and what airline to fly with (ie: deal with 
the management and operational issues 
necessary to achieve the set goals).

What has the Board been up to 
recently?
2018 has been another busy year. Some of 
the things your Board has been working on include:

• working on a new Business Plan for the 3 year 
period 2018-2020;

• monitoring the new two storey build in 
preparation for commencement in 2019

• working with the City of Vincent to improve 
the kiss and ride drop off;

• conducting surveys of the parents and student 
communities;

• formalise a relationship with Athena soccer 
club to access Litis Stadium use for school 
carnivals and potential Little Athletics centre 
for local community

• further strengthening the relationship between 
the two schools;

• monitoring the budgets of both Schools;
• reviewing the school policies;
• participating in committees dealing with each 

of the MHPS priority areas;
• facilitating forums with the Principal of the 

new Inner City College; and
• liaising with our local State member and 

officers from the Department of Education.
As noted briefly above, the Board, along with other 
local schools, the City of Vincent and Little Athletics 
WA have commenced initial discussions around 
utilizing Litis Stadium on Britannia Road for hosting 
local school carnivals, and potential for a local 
Little Athletics centre. The board is strengthening 
relationships with the City of Vincent seeking 
assistance and approvals of landscaped elements 
at the school and working towards a revamped 
Kiss and Drive on Killarney Street incorporating 
shaded waiting areas. The board also revised our 
bus transport for school swimming, and now utilizes 
services of Transperth buses.

Board meetings
Your Board meets four times during the year on 
a Wednesday evening.  All our meetings are open 
and we warmly welcome you to come along.  For 
meeting dates, agendas and minutes – please see 
the “Board” section of the Website.  We look forward 
to seeing you at one of our meetings in 2019!

Schools board
JOHN SIAMOS, CHAIR
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p&C report
SCOTT YELLAND, PRESIDENT
And just like that, 2018 is done and dusted. This is 
the time of year when we get a chance to relax a 
little, reflect on what has been achieved during the 
year and start planning the coming year. One thing 
is for certain – 2018 was another year packed full of 
events, fundraisers and busy bees.   

At the start of every year, the P&C host a Sundowner 
to welcome new parents to the school and existing 
parents back. This event is always popular as it gives 
the parents and kids a chance to relax and socialise 
in an informal setting, often with a refreshing 
beverage or two. But there is another reason why we 
host the Sundowner - we’re trying to raise awareness 
of the P&C AGM and encourage people to attend. 
Our school’s P&C is committed to improving our 
children’s education and facilities, and we couldn’t 
do it without you. The AGM is where parents can find 
out about and get involved in the P&C. We would 
love to see you at the 2019 AGM in March.

There are many ways you can get involved in the 
P&C. We have several subcommittees that you 
can join. You could put your hand up to help out 
at events, or you could volunteer to help out in 
the canteen. Every little bit helps and we always 
welcome new members. The Subcommittees consist 
of: 

• Canteen
• Uniform Shop
• Grounds
• Events
• Safety
• Grants
• Fathering Project                           
• Communications
• School Board Representative 

On top of these there are also School Banking and 
Scholastic Book Club. 

The role of the P&C is multifaceted. In a nutshell, we 
are a conduit between the parent community and 
the school, but we’re so much more than that. We 
work closely with the Principal and the teachers to 
determine the needs of the school and we provide 
assistance – often financial – to help the school 
obtain what they need. Sometimes it’s visible, such 
as funding the work to enclose the undercover area, 
but sometimes it’s not as visible. I’m aware that we 
are often viewed as just a fundraising organisation, 
and the reality is that we do fundraise, but it’s always 
for a worthwhile cause and more often than not, of 
direct benefit to our school.

Our big capital works project in 2018 was enclosing 
the undercover area. At a cost of approximately 
$100k it certainly wasn’t cheap, but it has given 
us a space that can now be used year round with 
protection from the elements. The school band 
now has a space for their weekly rehearsals. OSCA is 
now able to accommodate all students on the one 
school site instead of spread across the school and 

Braithwaite Hall. And as we recently saw, we can 
now hold the kids disco at the school!  

There isn’t enough space to personally thank each 
and every person on these committees but to 
each and every one of you, thank you. You have all 
donated your time for the betterment of the school 
and that should be applauded. 

As is always the case, the Events committee 
organised and ran some amazing events this year. 
Who could forget the Casino Las Vegas night? The 
kids loved the movie afternoon (The Incredibles 2), a 
by-election meant another sausage sizzle and cake 
stall, there was a lamington drive, a colour lapathon 
and the awesome kids disco. And to finish off the 
year, there’s the honey and cookie dough fundraiser! 
My sincere thanks to everyone in the Events team for 
all your hard work. 

2019 will see a number of changes to the P&C. After 
3 years in the role of President I will be stepping 
down at the AGM, as will Tracy Denham, Vice 
President, and key members of the Events team. In 
fact, all roles are vacated at the AGM and anyone 
wishing to fill a role simply needs to attend the AGM 
and nominate. If you have ever wondered what 
the P&C is about or have considered joining, 2019 
will provide a great opportunity to come in and 
make a difference. The truth is that I joined the P&C 
somewhat reluctantly 3 years ago but I consider it 
one of the best decisions I’ve ever made.

I’d like to extend my thanks to Dale Mackesey for 
always being a strong advocate of the P&C. We’ve 
always enjoyed a fantastic working relationship and 
this is something that truly benefits the school. And 
to everyone that has helped out in any way on the 
P&C this year or years past, thank you. Many hands 
make light work. 

Best wishes for the future.



KINDY BLUE - MRS JACQUARD
This year’s Book Week theme Find Your Treasure 
inspired some wonderful costumes and characters 
throughout the school. Down at Margaret Kindy we 
had a parade to celebrate the occasion with lots of 
excited book heroes and enthusiastic spectators. 
We also had a visit from Liz our local librarian from 
Vincent Library who kindly gave each kindy student 
a library bag and new book. Kindy Blue was very 
busy during the week making little mice bookmarks 
inspired by our Talk for Writng text - A Mouse called 
Maisy and enjoying lots of traditional stories. We made 
our own Three little Pigs book and acted the story out 
using house props and masks. The students also made 
houses out of different materials to see which ones 
could withstand the huffing and puffing of the Big 
bad Wolf, commonly known as a hair dryer!

book week

KINDY RED - MS ADLAM
The Kindy Red students were very happy to learn about the ‘h’ sound in Term 3. We made horses, gave them 
all funky names and then put them to the test ‘on the field’ at Richmond Street. The horses became a little 
tired, but the riders loved it! The activity helped us to consolidate one of the sounds contained in Aspect 1 
of the Letters and Sounds Program in a fun and engaging way.  Mrs. Fawcett was the official race starter and 
had to deal with a couple of horses that ‘broke early’.  Bring on the Melbourne Cup!

letters & sounds

KINDY GREEN - MRS SELL
The children in Kindy Green have had some fabulous 
fun reading classic stories including The Three Little 
Pigs. This story provided many opportunities to 
combine Science, Literature and Maths. The children 
were asked to design a house for The Three Little 
Pigs that could withstand the Blowing of The Big 
Bad Wolf (in the shape of a hairdryer). Over the year 
we have investigated the use of shapes in our own 
houses and the buildings at kindy. The children 
set to work using a variety of different materials 
including pop sticks, straws, blu-tack, string, and 
small boxes to create some very interesting houses, 
and we are pleased to tell many houses survived the 
blowing of the wolf! We also built large cardboard 
house frontages that enabled the children to have 
lots of fun portraying the characters from the story 
and developing their oral language skills.

three little pigs



Mount Hawthorn primary school annual report 2018    page 7  

KINDY YELLOW - MS LEIBOWITZ
Kindy Blue was abuzz with budding scientists in 
August. We were very proud to have 100% of our 
students contributing to the STEM challenge to 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink for our Future 
Earth. As one child summed it up for all of us “if 
we keep making too much rubbish the Earth will 
explode!” 

We also had a Mix and Make Scitech incursion for 
all the kindy classes which saw the children helping 
make puffy paint, a handmade lava lamp, a mega 
bath bomb and chocolate brownies they enjoyed 
tasting.

obstacle-a-thon

KINDY PURPLE - MRS LEWIS
The Kindy kids have been enjoying the new sand and refurbishment of our sandpit.  This was thanks to 
the Floreat Lions’ Grant we received last term.  The soil has also been delivered and raised garden beds 
purchased in preparation for our Spring gardening project!

our new sandpit

KINDY ORANGE - MISS GIL DE MATOS
The Kindy Orange fiends created their own scene 
from our time here using some traditional symbols 
and artistic methods used by the Aboriginal people 
of Australia. Due to the weather we had been 
experiencing in June we incorporated the rainbow 
and rain symbols. We also used the traveling symbol 
with the resting place symbol to symbolise the 
children’s journey of coming to Kindy and then going 
home each day. Finally, we used another resting 
place symbol with 18 person symbols to symbolise 
the 18 kindy friends we have in our classroom. 

aboriginal cultural awareness



Room 16 has enjoyed being creative using the technology 
process throughout the school year. One day on a visit to 
the library we discovered a book called Nanna’s Button 
Tin that the students loved reading. We then used Miss 
Ward’s button tin to select a range of buttons and then 
design our own bears that we could make and keep. We 
had access to a range of recycled materials to create our 
bears. As individuals we were responsible in designing our 
bear and incorporating the buttons chosen into our design. 
We then had to collect the materials we needed and begin 
making our bears. The process required us to use our virtues, 
patience, perseverance, confidence, respect and cooperation. 
The end results were amazing individual bears that we all 
got to take home. 

Nanna’s button tin
PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 16, MISS WARD

We love our Numeracy sessions in Room 15! We participate in hands on, engaging learning experiences and 
learn maths concepts through a mixture of explicit teaching and activities, songs, investigation, and play 
experiences. Some of our favourite activities include guessing the 3D shape using a feely bag or ‘Celebrity 
Heads’, working out addition and subtraction using our washing line or fishing pond, and games on the 
interactive whiteboard or tablets. 

numeracy
PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 15, MISS BARRETT
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On our very first day of pre-primary this year we 
started counting the days of school on our 100 chart. 
Finally, in Term 3, we made it to 100 days and had a 
celebration. There was party food (of course!) but also 
lots of maths activities. We made gumball machines 
and had to put exactly 100 pieces in them. 

We wrote about what we would do if we had $100 
and practised all the different ways we knew to 
count to 100. It was a great day!

100 days of school
PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 17, MRS TURNER & MS GIL DE MATOS

One sunny afternoon in Term Two the children in Room 19 decided to get dirty, very dirty, in fact they 
covered themselves in ooey, gooey mud!  The children, with the help from “Nature Play Solutions”, 
participated in making mud pies, had mud baths, painted Mrs Spencer and themselves with mud and had 
fantastic mud fights. The afternoon provided permission for the children to be ‘silly’ and have fun, open-
ended play experiences, a creative and energetic outlet, new sensory and textural experiences, opportunities 
to be out of their comfort zone and stories of fun and adventure to talk, draw and write about. Our only 
disappointment, amongst all the laughs and fun, was that Mr Mackesey wouldn’t let us paint his good suit 
with mud! Maybe he will let us next year?

nature play solutions
PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 19, MRS SPENCER

In late July we caught a sunny day and went to the 
Perth Zoo! The purpose of our visit was to “HOOK”, 
a Talk for Writing term to encourage engagement 
and motivation. Our students in our term focus for 
Report Writing. Our Class report was about a Lion. 
The students used this example and it’s structure to 
innovate and present their own Animal Reports with 
some very interesting animals chosen including The 
Albatross and a Sun Bear.

Animal reports
PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 18, MISS GRACE



“Imagination is more important than knowledge, as knowledge is limited.” Albert Einstein

The children from Room 4 presented an enlightening assembly item in Term Two which focussed on the life 
of Albert Einstein, his achievements and beliefs.

The topic dovetailed harmoniously with the classroom Virtues Program, in which the children engage daily 
and with the “Whole School” S.T.E.A.M. integrated approach to teaching and learning.

Part of Einstein’s philosophy encouraged the children to WONDER about the world around them, to THINK 
about how the world works and to use their IMAGINATION to make change.

To support these ideas, Einstein encouraged the children to read about the natural world, to understand their 
place in the world and to think about how they can positively impact on the world around them.

The assembly performance was the culmination of weeks of discussion about using our imagination, asking 
questions when we “wonder why”, taking time to think about what is going on around us and to not ask 
others to do the thinking for us. Hopefully, Einstein’s voice will resonate for years to come.

On a Beam of Light
YEAR 1, ROOM 4, MRS LEONZINI & MRS MILES

This year the room 12 students and their year 4 buddy 
class have turned into sustainability superheros and 
become Waste Free Warriors (WFW). Our WFW’s have 
been responsible for spreading the message about 
waste free lunches and our long-term goal at Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School to minimise waste. 

The students have flown around the school every 
Wednesday encouraging their peers to be waste free! 
They have handed out tokens and engaged their 
lunch time audience with tips. The senior WFW’s 
have supported their waste free junior colleagues by 
teaching them to compost and award each faction the 
bonus points they deserve each week. We would like to 
thank Suellen Knights (Ethan’s Mum) for creating our 
WFW capes. 

This year we have also been lucky enough to work 
with another very talented MHPS parent and create 
WES. The children from room 12 helped Pippa 
Scheepers from Gunslinger Digital with some initial 
thoughts to inform her fantastic design of our school 
sustainability mascot WES. “WES is his name and sustainability is his game”! WES stands for Waste Energy 
and Sustainability.

waste free wednesday
YEAR 1, ROOM 12, MRS LEWIS-RUSSELL & MRS ADLAM
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As part of our NAIDOC Week celebrations, Greg 
Nannup, our guest presenter from Noongar Country, 
delighted the Year 1 audience with his interesting 
artefacts, stories of the land and knowledge of 
traditional Aboriginal life.  

After hearing some Dreamtime stories and observing 
the beautiful detail of Aboriginal art, the children 
in Room 1 were inspired to create their own 
symbolic artworks based on nature. Some of the 
characters and symbols from Dreamtime stories as 
The Rainbow Serpent can be seen in the children’s 
paintings. 

Celebrating NAIDOC Week
YEAR 1, ROOM 1, MISS PIZZINO

In the midst of learning how to write an information 
report the students of Room 10 were inspired during 
their visit to Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre. 
This visit supported our Talk 4 Writing unit as well as 
Term 3’s science unit.

While at Kanyana, students got up close and 
personal with a variety of Australian animals. Elle 
the echidna was definitely the class favourite!  
They learned about the animals’ natural habitats 
and needs through engaging hands-on learning 
experiences. They also learned about the amazing 
work that is done at Kanyana to treat and 
rehabilitate sick and injured native animals. Students 
were lucky enough to take a walk through the 
animal hospital visiting the kitchen and some of the 
animal enclosures. 

Much of the information gathered during this 
excursion helped students to create their own 
information reports. Students presented their 
information to the class using PowerPoint, posters, 
videos, and even a canvas painting to capture their 
audience’s interest.

Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre
YEAR 1, ROOM 10, MRS SAYERS

In term 3, the students in Room 14 were taken on an 
art journey while exploring the Traditional Aboriginal 
Culture in History. After admiring the talented work 
of many Indigenous artists and investigating the 
symbols they use, we decided to research some of 
our own symbols. We chose an animal that we felt 
best symbolised the person we are. Over a 9 week 
program, we created many forms of art works using 
a variety of mediums, which involved sketching, 3D 
pipe cleaner & foil prints, printmaking and finally 
sewing a cushion that featured our own unique 
print. Once the unit of work was complete we hosted 
a class art exhibition, where our families and friends 
could come and admire our learning journey and the 
final art pieces. It was SO much fun learning many 
art elements and practices, and being able to show 
off our hard work! Enjoying the morning canapes 
and flutes of orange juice as we walked around was 
OK too!

our art journey
YEAR 1, ROOM 14, MISS VEARING



The children in Room 8 have been busy learning all 
about Tropical Rainforests. We have been exploring 
what a rainforest is, the four layers of a rainforest, 
where they are located, the animals and plants that 
live in the rainforests and finally what we all need to 
do to help preserve these wonderful places. 

Our class created a mural of a rainforest and placed 
our animals into the right layer. We have mapped 
tropical rainforests around the world, given an oral 
presentation on a rainforest animal and evaluated 
a peer on their speech. We have used placemats to 
think of all the ways rainforests are in danger and 
constructed a poem about a lion.

Our class assembly this term was based on our 
learning and involved a song called “The Rain is 
Coming” and “Rainforest Rock”, a poem about our 
endangered rainforests and some facts about the 
tropical rainforest.

We loved dressing up in our costumes and we think we look amazing!

rainforest reality
YEAR 2, ROOM 8, MRS PSALTIS-WATKINS & MRS COOTE

During Term 2, we were learning to write reports. 
One report was on Numbats, the faunal emblem of 
our beautiful state.

numbats
YEAR 2, ROOM 3, MRS DENNISS & 
MRS HOTTES

Do you know how people washed their clothes 
without electricity for washing machines and without 
water from taps? In Semester 1 this was one of the 
many questions Year 2 set out to answer when they 
visited Kalamunda History Village. The students were 
able to answer this question for themselves when they 
tried washing clothes with a scrubbing board and 
mangle. Once they’d hung the clothes out to dry, they 
then had to be ironed with very heavy flat irons. The 
girls were shocked to discover that 100 years ago this 
would have been a chore that only the girls had to do!

In Term 2 we investigated symmetry, and learned that 
butterflies have perfect symmetry. We also made a 
butterfly using a tangram. At the beginning of Term 3 
we learned how to write cinquain and haiku poetry, 
and then wrote our own cinquain and haiku butterfly poems using fantastic adjectives and verbs. We also 
learned some text production skills using Word, and then created ‘best copies’ of our poems using our newly 
acquired computer skills.

A highlight of Term 3 has been learning how to use the Blockly app to create code for Dash the robot. 

“In Blockly I learn how to code. Using the code instructions, I can make Dash go forward, backward, left 
and right. I can also change Dash’s eye colour. I can also make Dash talk, like say “Hi”. Dash can do knock-
knock jokes too. There are different levels when I am working on Dash. I am on level 4. Coding Dash is fun. I 
always look forward to coding.” Mikaela

kalamunda history village
YEAR 2, ROOM 11, MRS BODYCOAT & MRS LEWIS
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Room 6 students have participated in specific 
STEAM activities during the year.

During Term 2, Year 2 students discussed the 
importance of water and discovered effective ways of 
transporting water to meet personal and community 
needs.

We collected recyclable materials to construct our 
water runs. Because our constructions were mainly 
paper and cardboard we used marbles to see how 
far the water would flow.

We designed, constructed, tested and improved our 
models. Students took turns to show their work and 
describe the thinking behind their design. We had 
lots of fun!

water flow
YEAR 2, ROOM 6, MRS EMERY & MS BREEN

Room 7’s Talk for Writing Class Innovation

On Friday morning, the 23rd of February, Room 7 went to Tamala Park to learn about reducing, reusing and 
recycling. It was Room 7’s first excursion for the year.

First, we met our tour guide on the bus and her name was Yew Li. She taught us about what rubbish goes in 
the yellow, green and red bins. The bus took 45 minutes to get to Tamala Park.

At 9:45am we arrived at Tamala Park and our first stop was the Tip Shop. The Tip Shop is where people drop 
off items that are still in good condition but they don’t want them anymore. Then other people go to the Tip 
Shop to buy and reuse things.

Next, we drove over the weighbridge 
to the transfer station where people 
can take their rubbish. We saw a 
bobcat pick up a couch and throw it 
over a wall. The rubbish that can’t be 
reused or recycled goes into landfill.

After that, we saw the big hole in the 
ground called landfill. The hole is the 
third hole at Tamala Park. There were 
lots of birds trying to eat the rubbish 
but this makes them sick. Yew Li told 
us that landfill is like a rubbish and 
sand lasagne because they put sand 
on top of every layer of rubbish.

Last of all, we ate morning tea and 
played at the Education Centre. 
Some people held worms from the 
worm farm and others played musical 
instruments made from reused items. 
We had to look for frog sculptures 
and collect aluminium cans. Then it was time to get on the bus and go back to school.

Our excursion to Tamala Park was very interesting and we learnt a lot about reducing, reusing and recycling.

So you think you’re waste wise?

To showcase the students’ learning of the 3Rs, in Term 3 Room 7 presented an assembly item in the form 
of a game show called, ‘So you think you’re waste wise?’. Three teams, Mother Nature, The Planeteers and 
The Power Rangers, were battling it out for the title of Waste Free Warriors. The students performed two 
songs and shared information with an important message to the school community, supporting the MHPS 
sustainability initiative.

tamala park
YEAR 2, ROOM 7, MISS REEVE



FIND YOUR TREASURE IN THE HARBECK LIBRARY
“There is more treasure in books than all the treasure 
in a pirate’s treasure chest.”
Just ask the 750+ children and teachers who 
attend the Harbeck library at least once a week. 
Mount Hawthorn students love books and love 
to read. During Book week students found out 
how to unlock the treasures in non-fiction books. 
The Table of Contents, the Glossary and the Index 
helped us identify the wonderful treasure that is the 
knowledge we gain from non-fiction books. 
Book Week entertained and delighted! The library 
became a dragon’s lair and the books our treasures. 
Children entered at their own risk. Reading all the 
Book Council shortlisted books and choosing our 
own personal favourite to compare with the judges 
is always interesting; and identifying why one book is 
better than another is great for comprehension. The 
school overall winner was “Boy” and the CBC judges 
didn’t agree and voted “Rodney Loses It.” 
The annual book week parade is a treasured 
community event and we saw many of our favourite 
characters intermingled with more than one or two 
famous pirates. A giant book sale was a popular 
book week event and $272 was raised for Indigenous 
Literacy. 
Geography became part of the library program this 
year, with borrowing one week, enjoying fabulous 
literature; and then Geography the next. Connecting 
to places, to Australia and the world was supported 
by major world events. The Winter Olympics, the 
Commonwealth Games, and the FIFA World Cup. 
Climate vs Weather, Ecosystems and Biomes, 
Indigenous and Multi-Cultural Australia, and the 
treasure that is Antarctica have all built the students’ 
knowledge and understanding of their place in 
the world. Students have been fascinated by the 
Oxford Atlases, specific to each phase of schooling. 
They have thoroughly enjoyed looking up countries, 

MRS TOWNSEND, MRS MCKENZIE & MRS HARDMAN
oceans and mountains as well as information 
specific to their year level. 
The Harbeck is a happy place. The very busy 
hub of the school. The incredibly helpful and 
knowledgeable library staff ensure that everyone 
is catered for. This includes classes using the lab, 
computer club, the alfresco library, support groups, 
school banking, a meeting room for staff and 
community groups, as well as wonderful incursions, 
St John’s First Aid, Science Alive, World of Maths, and 
illustrator Wendy Binks, and that was just term 3. Not 
forgetting a polling booth! We are deeply grateful to 
the parents, staff and our wonderful student library 
monitors who all regularly volunteer their time. 
No wonder students love to come to the library. A 
treasured place!
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steamists
STEAMists were shining throughout 2018 with a 
wide range of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics on show. All students were involved in 
integrated STEAM projects throughout the year that 
provides opportunities to use higher order thinking 
and design skills that encompassed the  STEAM 
subjects. Examples included playground designs, 
water channels and animal shelters. 
Technology is becoming an increasingly integral 
aspect of our lives and the students have been 
involved in robotics and coding as part of their Digital 
Technologies curriculum. Mount Hawthorn offers 
opportunities to develop technology skills through a 
variety of robotics including, Bee Bots, Lego WE Do 2, 
Dash and Dot, Ozobots, Little Bits and more! The Year 
5 students used the Little Bits coding kits to integrate 
Technology and Science. Their adaptations unit 
provided an engaging opportunity to demonstrate 
their learning by designing an animal and then 
creating and coding it to change colour (camouflage) 
or make sounds.  
Game Changers and Change Makers were evident 
around the school for Science Week 2018. Each day 
the Year 6 students gave short PA announcements 
about scientific game changers from the past few 
centuries and highlighted how they contributed 
to our lives through their discoveries, research and 
inventions. Our school scientist Dr Bruce Webber 
gave another entertaining and informative assembly 
about a few more of the amazing scientists that 
have changed our lives. Science Week provides 
an excellent opportunity to spotlight the amazing 
scientists at MHPS. Throughout the week our scientists 
could be seen in action creating alka seltzer rockets, 
researching gravity, creating volcanoes, investigating 
rubbish decomposition and a multitude of hands on 
experiments. 
During Science Week we introduced the students to 
WES (Waste, Energy and Sustainability) our cute new 
sustainability mascot! In 2018 we began our journey 
to initiate new ways to reduce the school carbon 
footprint via cutting energy, waste and water usage. 
WES will be with us all the way on our journey to 
seek win-win outcomes and create STEM learning 
opportunities right across the curriculum.
2018 included a range of Science and Technology 
incursions and excursions including Science Alive, 
Tamala Park, Kanyana Wildlife Reserve, and Scitech 
robotics. These dynamic and engaging, hands-
on experiences allow students to move out of the 
classroom and be immersed in real-world Science and Technology learning. 
MHPS Computer Coding Club returned in Term 4 facilitated by our SIS Scientist and parent, UWA lecturer 
Adrian Keating. Year 5 & 6 gurus, techies, hackers and coders participated in the MIT App inventor program. 
Computer club uses the expertise of our parents and is another way STEM learning is engaging and 
challenging students whilst preparing them for the future!
This year Mount Hawthorn applied and won a place as one of the 100 schools to access Teachers Can Code 
professional learning through a train-the trainer model. Staff have already completed the first two modules in 
2018 and this PL will continue in 2019 and beyond.
It is full STEAM ahead at Mount Hawthorn with staff and students embracing STEM learning and WES 
providing us all with real-world challenges.

MRS MEYER & MRS TOWNSEND



Every year at Mount Hawthorn the students look forward 
to Book Week. It is a celebration of books and the creativity 
they inspire. Let’s not forget about the fabulous parade on 
the Friday in which everyone dresses up as their favourite 
book character. This year was no exception, with the theme of 
“find your treasure,” Room 34 began the week by discussing 
their favourite books and bringing them in to do a book 
review. We looked at the different characters and genres 
of books and collaboratively worked on costume ideas for 
the upcoming parade. The students also listened to a story 
about a mischievous parrot called Captain Clawbeak and 
the adventures he and his owner Jake went on. On Friday there was a strange visitor in the class who looked 
a lot like Captain Hook which the students enjoyed discussing pirate tactics and strategies with as well 
as completing some of their usual activities with a little added “ARRRRT”. Overall the students loved their 
book week experience and it continues to be one of the highlights of the school calendar. We hope that by 
celebrating Book Week we continue to inspire children to read often, widely and to enjoy their reading. 

On Monday 10th September all of the Year 3 classes went to the 
World of Maths incursion. It all started in the library where Mr 
Matthews had set up heaps of games, but they weren’t just any 
games, they were maths games!!!! You might think that maths 
games are boring but these games actually taught us something. 
There were 17 problem solving activities to complete in groups 
of four. We worked through these together at our own pace. My 
favourite activity was called Driving Along where you followed 
directions for the ball to get into a hole. The activities really 
challenged us and were EPIC! If you went to World of Maths you 
were one lucky child. Thank you to Mr Matthews for coming to 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School and Mrs Kalebic for organising it 
for us. by Fletcher & Meghan

world of maths
YEAR 3, ROOM 26, MRS KALEBIC & MS HOGG

At the beginning of Term 3, Mount Hawthorn Primary 
School was visited by representatives from St John’s 
First Aid Focus program. The Year 3 students of room 
33 were very excited to say the least. We gathered in 
the library where we were met by Jillian, an expert in 
first aid training. The course began with an in-depth 
discussion about situations where first aid knowledge 
may be required, before delving into the plan of action 
to be followed in such situations. 

The Year 3s brainstormed possible dangers in the 
environment and explored ways to keep themselves 
from harm in each scenario. Jillian then demonstrated 

how to tell if someone is unconscious; verbally and through a light squeeze on the shoulder. The students 
were eager to test these methods out on their friends. An interesting discussion followed on how to call 
for an ambulance, the different phone numbers used in different parts of the world, what information you 
would need to provide on the phone, as well as how long you should stay on the telephone to the operator 
(in case you don’t know, you should stay on the line until the ambulance arrives!). The next step that we learnt 
outlined how to clear someone’s airway. The students were absolutely mortified! This was followed by in-
depth instructions on how to check if a casualty is breathing and hands-on practice of the recovery position. 

The students of room 33 paired up and conducted this exercise efficiently and professionally. What a 
fantastic afternoon! We are so grateful for the opportunity to be equipped with the knowledge and skills to 
potentially save lives.

St John’s First Aid
YEAR 3, ROOM 33, MRS MURPHY & MISS JACK

YEAR 3, ROOM 34, MR NORMAN
book week
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On Friday, August 17th, as part of our term theme of “the olden days”, the 
MHPS Year 3 classes went on the annual Historical Walk around Mt Hawthorn, 
to discover lots of historical features that could be found in this wonderful 
community. There is so much history in our parks and buildings and there are 
many famous people from Mt Hawthorn too!

In the late 1800s, many people started building houses in Mt Hawthorn. So, 
there was a need for a school to educate the children. In 1906 Mt Hawthorn 
School was started in the Congregational Church Hall where the DOME is now. 
Soon, more than 43 children of different ages were attending the school and 
it was becoming too crowded. So a new school was built in 1908… our senior 
school! That makes the ‘senior’ part of our school 110 years old this year! No wonder its called senior!  With 
the suburb getting bigger and bigger, our school population grew and grew. All the children couldn’t fit in 
the senior block, so it was decided to build a new part of the school in 1938…the junior block! It was called 
the Mount Hawthorn Infants School. Do you know that Woodstock St went all the way through our school 
and intersected at Scarborough Beach Rd? Amazing! However, because there so many children at our school 
needing somewhere to play, the street was cut off and our oval was built. Phew! Thank goodness for that!

We learnt that Braithwaite Park is named after a wonderful gardener named John Braithwaite who worked 
for many years for the Perth City Council. Menzies Oval is named after a hard working Perth City Councillor, 
Peter Menzies, who established many suburbs such as Mt Hawthorn, North Perth and Highgate. Axford Park 
was named after a Mt Hawthorn resident called Thomas Axford who fought in WWI. He won the Victoria 
Cross for his bravery by saving his platoon from being killed by the Germans.  We walked to Anzac Cottage 
and learnt that Private John Porter was given the house to live in when he returned from Gallipoli. Most 
amazingly though is that the outside of the house was built in ONE DAY by people in the community who 
volunteered their skills and time! 

Milk was delivered by horse and cart from a dairy farm (yes, you heard correctly, a dairy farm!) in Osborne 
Park along Anzac Rd to Cartwright’s Dairy and Iceworks in Coogee St. You’ll know this place as where the 
two storey Paddington Townhouses are now. The label on the dairy products was Dairy Queen. There was 
a General Store across the road from Cartwright’s Dairy where they sold everything. This is now the Dejaxo 
Bakery.

We were pretty tired by now but Mrs Williams continued walking up the hill and we heard that the Oxford 
Hotel (built in 1904) and the Paddington Hotel (built in 1932) used to have room upstairs for young men who 
came to the city to work. They would get a little room and a meal in the pub for a small amount of money 
There was the Ritz Movie Theatre (where the Bodhi Tree bookstore and café is now) back in the 1930s which 
would fit 1200 people and during summer 500 people would sit in deck chairs across the road in Axford 
Park and watch movies at the outdoor cinema! How Cool! We wished it was still there!

Trams used to run all the way from the city to Oxford St and then to the end of Scarborough Bch Rd. Guess 
what number the tram was then? It was tram number 15. Guess what the bus number is that travels along 
the same way now? Yes! Its bus number 15! How amazing is that! The school canteen, right on the edge 
of our school oval, on Woodstock St used to serve hot foods like pies and sausage rolls, cold foods like ice 
creams and even lollies to the children from Mt Hawthorn Primary School!

We got back to school EXHAUSTED! We learnt a lot and thoroughly enjoyed our very long but interesting 
walk in our beautiful Mt Hawthorn. What a great place we live in!

mt hawthorn historical walk
YEAR 3, ROOM 31, MRS WILLIAMS & MS HOGG

On the 28th of May the Year 3 students at Mount Hawthorn Primary School 
attended an exciting excursion at AQWA- the Underwater Aquarium in Perth.

In Term 2 the Year 3 students learnt all about life in the ocean off the WA 
coastline. Visiting AQWA strongly supported our Science, Social Science and 
Language program. We saw and learnt about underwater animals such as 
sharks, turtles and stingrays. Most of the groups were lucky enough to witness 
the animals feeding time. We even got to feel fish, starfish and sea cucumbers 
in the touch pool. 

The Year 3’s had such an educational and fun experience at AQWA. We can’t 
wait for next time!

aqwa
YEAR 3, ROOM 29, MISS WEBB



In Term 1 the year 4 students spent the day at Kings 
Park. The students enjoyed the Firesticks to Fireworks 
educational walk where they learnt about how the 
Wadjuk Nyoongar people used plants and animals 
for food, shelter, tools and medicine. Through role-
play, they discussed the first European explorers to 
the Swan River Colony and considered changes that 
have taken place in Perth from early settlement to 
today. 

The students also enjoyed exploring the Rio Tinto 
Naturescape where they were able to connect with 
nature and have fun outdoors. They were inspired 
by the amazing playground structures and used 
this back at school in a follow up STEAM task. The 
students designed and constructed their own piece 
of playground equipment using natural materials.

firesticks to fireworks
YEAR 4, ROOM 42, MRS FLETCHER

On Wednesday the 13th of June the Year 4 classes attended a Scitech incursion in 
the Harbeck.

The incursion was called Rookie Robotics and Coding Workshop. 

We learnt some introductory skills of how to use a simple coding program on a laptop 
to make a robot follow our commands.

We collaborated in small groups to solve problems to be able to code the robot to 
move in directional moves, flash lights and use indicators. 

We discovered that it wasn’t as easy as it seemed and had to revisit our coding 
pattern and consistently make changes so the robot would move in the directions we 
wanted it to.

We used advanced classroom technology and were ‘hands on’ and engaged in the 
activity from start to finish. 

The hour just flew by and it would have been great to have more time to practise our 
coding skills as everybody was thoroughly enjoying the workshop.

Coding and robotics have a major role to play in the future of education and 
workforce.

scitech
YEAR 4, ROOM 40, MR PEARSON, MRS KIDDLE & MR JAMES

On Friday 2nd March Dr Ferdinando, a geologist came to our class and to 
talk about rocks and the earth. He talked about the three main types of rocks 
which are igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks. Then he handed out 
rocks and fossils for us to look at that were very fascinating. He talked about 
how rocks are formed and asked lots of questions to test how much we knew. 
Which of course we knew a lot about!

First he talked about how igneous rocks are formed by magma and lava 
heating and cooling. Next he talked about how sedimentary rocks are formed 
when plants, sand and other bits and pieces layer up at the bottom of rivers or 
lakes. Finally he told us how metamorphic rocks are formed by minerals that 
are changed chemically.  

However the highlight of the talk was when he passed around the skull of a 
baby Tyrannosaurus Rex which was amazing considering how old it must have 
been. He also talked about the layers of the earth which included the crust, 
mantle and the outer and inner core. It was a great presentation and we learnt 
a lot about our earth. by Alison, Lily and Keira

geology
YEAR 4, ROOM 24, MRS JESSON & MRS KIDDLE
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On the day we went to Kings Park we learnt about materials that indigenous people used like paperbark 
trees and macrozamia plants. When we walked over the walkway, under us was a tiny bandicoot. The most 
fun part was making journey sticks with wool and honky nuts, that was awesome! It was also a lovely view.  
by Byron

The Year 4’s went on an amazing excursion 
to Kings Park to fill our minds about the 
history of the aborigines. We learnt some 
tips like using bark for band aids. Some 
early settlers ate some of the wrong plants 
and died. by Elsie

I  loved the Naturesape excursion, there 
was so much to explore. We even saw a 
bandicoot. My hat fell down a tall tower but 
I liked climbing up and down so I went and 
got it. by Cy

All the Year 4’s went to King’s Park. It was 
wet, dry and fun all at the same time! The 
Botanic Gardens were good but my favourite part was the creek/dam in the middle. There is a python where 
you go into its mouth, climb and dodge obstacles. I think it is the best park ever. by Jack

At Naturescape we learnt all about the aborigines and playground sculptures. I also spotted a bandicoot. I 
enjoyed getting wet and when my group raced little pieces of bark across the water. I also enjoyed making 
our little playgrounds in class. by Nina

naturescape
YEAR 4, ROOM 41, MRS STURGEON

A real buzz has hit MHPS called Talk for Writing. It is showcased across the classes and school in many ways. 
Talk for Writing is evidence and researched based whole school approach to teaching written expression. 
It supports all learners and learning styles.  It is complementary to the complete English curriculum and 
incorporates an explicit phonics program, handwriting program and focused comprehension work.

The underlying principles of Talk for Writing are:
• A systematic model of speaking, listening, vocabulary and sentence patterns the students need
• Oral rehearsal: students internalising patterns of language by talking the text before writing
• Making learning visible: the work created during the progress of a unit is clearly displayed
• Co-construct the learning: students are involved in activities that deepen their understanding, making 

them independent thinkers and writers.
 Over the year, our teaching staff have been watching, learning and trialling a range of Talk for Writing 
strategies and planning a range of units, including poetry, and the momentum has grown and developed. 
The positive impact of the program is evident in our recent data and the high quality of writing samples is 
evident in the classes every day. The planning process for the ‘hooks’ and the stimulations has been half the 
fun. Talk for Writing has been FUN and FANTASTIC.

Talk for Writing
MRS ROCK







When the Year 5 group visited Peninsula Farm, it was certain that a spark of living history would lighted up 
our minds. 

We were all split up in three groups. One group learned about food and rations, another group had a tour 
around the house, then the other sketched the scenery. I knew that this wasn’t just any old history excursion. 
It was a historic experience that everyone enjoyed. Even if they had already been there, the history still flowed 
through the minds of everyone. Even the adults were amazed by what they were witnessing, and you could 
tell that it would be the best place to go again!

The scenery, the walls, the floors, even the beds! It all made the excursion fun and enjoyable. by Kyah & Evie

peninsula farm
YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

This year our Year 5 students visited the East Perth 
Cemetery. This cemetery is an historical cemetery and 
it was a great opportunity to visit. In the cemetery we 
saw many important graves of people we recently 
learnt about in class. We also saw many Japanese/
Chinese graves which we didn’t expect to see.

While at the cemetery we were put into groups and 
were given a map of the whole area that included 
us having to find certain graves and record the 
information we were assigned. We were also lucky 
enough to have many parents who volunteered 
to help on the excursion. After discovering and 
documenting our information everyone shared what 
they found and discovered for their task. The Year 5 
students had a lot of fun at the East Perth Cemeteries 
and would like to thank the amazing hosts for inviting 
them.

This excursion definitely helped us understand the 
history of The Swan River Colony and all students have 
certainly learnt a lot. by Kealey

east perth cemetaries
YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

During Term 3, Year 5s completed monologues about, 
“The Ghost of the Swan River Colony.” It was almost a 
fortnight of people doing their monologues in front of 
the class. Every time someone did their talk a person 
of their choice would film them, while Mr Mckenzie 
would time them. It was optional to dress up and 
nearly everyone did. Only a couple didn’t.

We had options on which people we could research. 
There were many males to choose from, but not many 
females. There were only about 3 women to do, so 
many girls did Georgina Molloy. 

After everyone chose their character, research had to 
be completed. There was also Margaret Forrest and 
Edith Cowan. 

About a week before the talks started everyone chose a 
day to do their talk. It was fun because you got to hear 
and learn about what life was like back in the days of 
the colony, when they were first settling into Australia 
and the difficulties they endured with the Aboriginals and wild animals that lived there. Altogether everyone 
delivered some great monologues. It was a fun experience and a nice challenge.

Ghost of the Swan River Colony
YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE
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With the strong support of the City of Vincent, the Year 4 and Year 5 children have been involved in a bike 
education course under the expert guidance of Mr Mike Slee. An enthusiastic and experienced cyclist, Mr 
Slee talked to the boys and girls of the environmental and cost benefits of riding a bike versus using a motor 
vehicle.

After initial helmet checks, Mr Slee examined the children’s bicycles to ensure brakes were in sound 
condition, the seat was appropriately positioned and tyres were in good order.

Mr Slee, guided the children through a range of fun exercises aimed at improving the children’s control skills, 
cycling etiquette and cycle safety and road rules.

Our thanks to Mr Slee, for his very professional series of lessons and for all that was taught. We also greatly 
appreciate the financial support we received from the City of Vincent.

As a result of these practical lessons and the bike education lessons conducted in class as part of the school’s 
Health Education Program, the children have gained invaluable knowledge and insight into safe cycling. We 
know that the boys and girls will carry this knowledge and enjoyment of cycling into the future.

Happy and safe cycling.

bike education
YEAR 5, ROOM 39, MR GRYTA & MRS MILES

The BYOT program (bring your own tablet) begins 
in year 5 and students love it. For the first semester, 
students spend time learning how to use their tablets 
and become familiar with using technology. This 
includes navigating google classroom, using the tablets 
daily to organise learning and creating new projects, 
surveys and presentations.  

In second semester, the Year 5’s began exploring 
a new technology called ‘Little Bits’. These are kits 
composed of electronic building blocks that are color-
coded and snap together to build circuits that can 
be programmed. Together they’re interchangeable 
in millions of different ways to empower kids to 
invent anything – essentially teaching the students 
how electronic devices are built and coded. In Digital 
Technologies, we have been learning to design code 
and build many types of devices from game controllers 
to animating characters and making two-player games.

Digital Technologies
YEAR 5, ROOM 36, MISS DINSDALE



WA Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2018 (naplan)
In 2018 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables 
below indicate the 2018 NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing 
and Numeracy. 2018 NAPLAN results are provided for Year 3 and 5 students and 63 former Year 6 are also 
provided. Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5 is based on student matching rather 
than cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the Socio Economic Index (SEI). The SEI 
is an index of socio-economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, 
family income and single parent family.
Proficiency Bands
Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing 
levels of skills and understandings.

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 3 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 21% 29% 15% 39% 41% 25% 22% 17% 9% 25% 34% 21% 50% 43% 30%

5 33% 31% 24% 28% 29% 23% 48% 45% 34% 34% 29% 23% 13% 20% 16%

4 26% 23% 27% 20% 17% 21% 17% 24% 23% 26% 22% 23% 21% 21% 22%

3 13% 12% 19% 8% 7% 14% 9% 12% 20% 7% 9% 16% 11% 9% 14%

2 6% 4% 13% 4% 3% 10% 1% 2% 7% 8% 4% 9% 4% 5% 11%

1 1% 1% 3% 2% 2% 7% 3% 1% 6% 0% 2% 8% 1% 2% 7%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8 - 10 19% 23% 9% 31% 29% 15% 4% 11% 4% 21% 23% 11% 23% 34% 17%

7 29% 30% 18% 20% 29% 19% 14% 16% 9% 31% 29% 20% 23% 23% 14%

6 30% 27% 26% 25% 25% 24% 49% 34% 24% 27% 32% 32% 37% 26% 18%

5 19% 16% 29% 18% 11% 20% 27% 31% 37% 9% 12% 20% 9% 11% 17%

4 3% 3% 15% 6% 4% 13% 7% 5% 13% 8% 4% 11% 7% 5% 13%

1 - 3 1% 0% 4% 1% 1% 8% 0% 3% 13% 5% 1% 6% 2% 1% 8%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

63 FORMER 
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9 -10 36% 11% 33% 9% 6% 3% 26% 10% 31% 13%

8 25% 16% 25% 16% 29% 11% 24% 20% 16% 14%

7 21% 27% 17% 26% 22% 19% 27% 26% 27% 24%

6 14% 28% 14% 26% 22% 26% 13% 24% 23% 22%

5 3% 15% 8% 15% 21% 26% 10% 11% 2% 17%

1-4 0% 3% 2% 8% 0% 14% 0% 9% 2% 9%
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Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report 
grades. We collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to 
moderate student achievements with all primary students in Semester One. In all learning areas and all year 
levels MHPS compared favourably to other schools. This information could also be compared with NAPLAN 
results of similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will be available in 2019 using Semester 2 
2018 report information.

Grade Distribution

95 Year 6 students graduated from Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School, ready to move into various high 
schools in 2019. 
62 students went to Churchlands SHS
15 went to Mount Lawley SHS
2 went to Perth Modern School
4 went to Shenton College
1 went to Applecross SHS

DESTINATION HIGH SCHOOLS

Current staffing allocations for MHPS are detailed in 
the table below. 

STAFF ALLOCATION

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 3 2.4

Total Administration 4 3.4

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 classroom teachers 5 4.4

Teachers 52 37.7

Total Teaching Staff 57 42.1

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 5 3.8

Gardening Maintenance 1 0.9

Other non-teaching staff 25 16.2

Total school support staff 31 20.8

TOTAL 92 66.4

All the teaching staff meet the requirements 
to teach in Western Australian schools and are 
registered with the Western Australian College of 
teaching.

STAFF QUALIFICATIONS

All teaching staff have engaged in professional 
learning linked to the system priorities and school 
priorities. In 2018 the Maths Curriculum was a 
focus and staff worked together to develop whole 
school planning in this area.  Ongoing support for 
Talk4Writing and Robotics and Coding was also 
provided for staff. 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

The attendance rates for this year are not available 
until the conclusion of the school year. Further 
information regarding this data will be available on 
the school website Term 1 2019. 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATES

2019 DESTINATION YEAR 6 STUDENTS

Churchlands SHS, 62

Mt Lawley SHS, 15

Shenton College, 4

Perth Modern School, 2

Other, 11

Applecross SHS, 1



Earlier this year, the Year 6 students had the privilege 
of taking a trip to Kings Park for a fun day of Team 
Building. It taught us a lot about teamwork and 
prepared us for the busy year ahead.

We kicked off the day by getting into groups and 
creating a cheer. Our team cheer was amazing 
when we performed it and when we finished we all 
received special wristbands in our team’s colour.

Next came paper, scissors, rock. We had to find 
someone from the other team and play a game of 
paper, scissors, rock then the winner would play 
against another winner and so on until the final 
round had two people with a huge team behind 
them. Only one team could win but everybody was a 
good sport and treated each other fairly.

Another challenging activity was the ropes. We 
had to tie each other together then try to escape. 
Although we couldn’t figure out the trick at first, 
with a bit of help we escaped in the end. This activity 
was extremely hard and would only work if you took 
your time and concentrated super hard. I taught us 
to work together and encourage others but most 
importantly to never give up.

Other activities included log walking, puzzle solving, 
card matching and finally a trivia quiz. All these 
activities showed us how important team work was 
as we all worked together to complete the tasks. 
All in all the day was so much fun and a day to 
remember. by Hannah & Maysie

year 6 activities
YEAR 6, ROOMS 21, 22 & 23, MRS GILLIES, MR LAWRENCE & MISS FRENCH

kings park team-building

On the 14th of May, eighteen students from Year 6 participated in a Public Speaking Competition Finals at 
Braithwaite Park Lesser Hall. Each year six student at MHPS, prepared a speech on a topic that they were 
interested in, and thought that their audience would find captivating. The speeches were presented in class 
and each went for two minutes and had to be engaging for the audience. From all the speeches, six students 
from each class were selected to take part in the finals.

Some of the costumes were amazing, like the Egyptian dress and hat, the Kimono dress, the cunning and 
rebellious child and wildlife officer. The topics chosen were crazy and interesting and consisted of the Bullet 
Train vs The Sushi Train, How to Successfully Annoy your Parents, Fads of the Century, Communication, 

Canning Stock Road/Route, Tutankhamun, Frilled 
Neck Lizards and SO MUCH MORE! 

The judges made sure that anyone that participated 
had a chance to win the medals for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th. The other fourteen didn’t get a medal but they 
did get a delicious Crunchie on a red ribbon. The 
Crunchies didn’t last a minute. 

Applause always followed the end of the speeches, 
making each speaker feel pride in their presentation 
and public speaking skills. All the finalists did an 
amazing job and the results were very close but in 
the end Kate J came first, Josie P second, Amelie H-S 
third place and in fourth place was Maria B. The Public 
Speaking Competition was a highlight of Term 2 for 
the whole of Year 6. by Priya K

public speaking competition
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On Friday the 14 September, the year sixes had a visit 
from Lincoln of Scitech. He came talk to us about 
robotics, and how different robots work and how 
they receive information. All the year six classes were 
involved in the incursion, and got to program their 
Edison robots. Lincoln taught us about different forms 
of robots and how they are made and what is inside 
them to make them do what they do.

We were taught how to program the robots, and 
make them do different things, and we programmed 
them to do what we chose a certain amount of times, 
and how long before it repeated what you chose for 
it to do. We had to work in pairs and work together to 
figure out our mistakes and then fix them.

I learnt that robots can be made for all different 
purposes. There can even be robots that can be 
connected to your brain so you can still do things 
normal people can if you need a bionic leg or arm. 
You can still choose to move your arm or leg or even 
wiggle your toes whenever you want.

We got to play lots of fun games once we had learnt 
everything about them. We made lights flash on the 
robots. We got to make them run and move. We got 
them to play music and even have a sumo wrestling 
match.

I thought the Scitech workshop coming to Mount 
Hawthorn Primary School was excellent because it was educational. It was fun, and we got to work 
cooperatively together to find solutions. The year sixes all got a chance to work with robots and learn 
something new. by Jessica

This year in late Term 2, the annual Young Innovator Competition commenced. The Year 6 competition 
contained 10 tasks which culminated in a business plan for a product each student developed. Tasks 
included advertising, product construction, consumer surveys and scientific experiments. The goal was to 
invent an innovative new product that would be helpful to a segment of the community. The project was 
very time consuming. It went from 6th of June to 12th of October. Every student in Year 6 participated in the 
competition using both school and home time, with lots of parent support, to create their product. With the 
help of the teachers and parents, all students created a unique and exciting new product. by Nic and Stella

young innovators

robotics & coding

The year 6 students participated in the active STEAM for Science 
Week run by Amanda Derbyshire. We used amazing little 
electronic discs that could sense movement. There were two 
programs that we tested. The first activity consisted of holding 
the disc still for long enough that the lights would turn green 
though if you moved it around the lights would turn red!

 We also participated in a partner activity where the aim of the 
game was to get 37 points exactly by moving with your disc to 
cones, each worth a certain number of points. Again we had to 
keep the lights green if they turned red then you had to go back 
and it was your partners turn. The winners of this game were 
Lauren and Jamie. 

These activities were fantastic as they combined both elements 
of physical activity and technology… what could be better than 
that? by Lauren and Karl

active steam



Braithwaite’s Winning Stroke!
On the 6th March 2018 Years 4-6 had the Faction 
Swimming Carnival. Each of the four factions took 
part in races with 3 different strokes - backstroke, 
breaststroke and freestyle. Every student took part 
in at least one race and also fun games. Braithwaite 
won the carnival by 130 points! In second place 
came Shakespeare on 398 points, followed by 
Menzies, on 320 points. Last (but definitely not least) 
came Axford with 295 points. Braithwaite powered 
down the pool winning most races. At the end of 
the day there was 13 champions, 7 from Braithwaite. 
All the factions and competitors should be very 
proud of their sportsmanship and never give-up 
attitude. Braithwaite also won the bonus shield, a 
shield presented to the faction with the best attitude 
and most supportive to the swimmers. Obviously 
this whole carnival would definitely not have been 
possible without the amazing Mrs Putt and Mrs 
Kenny! All the parents and teachers played a big part 
in organising and helping throughout the day too.

Champions - Year 4 - Boys: Samuel (Shakespeare), 
Runner Up Harry (Braithwaite); Girls: Maya 
(Braithwaite), Runner Up Mabel (Menzies) 
Champions - Year 5 - Boys: James (Braithwaite), 
Runner Up Cooper (Menzies); Girls: Leanne  
(Braithwaite), Runner Up Isobelle (Axford) 
Champions - Year 6 - Boys: Joshua (Braithwaite), 
Runner Up Charlie (Shakespeare) and Zac 
(Braithwaite); Girls: Josephine (Shakespeare), Runner 
Up Amelie (Braithwaite) by Dylan 

Interschool Swimming Carnival 2018
In April this year Mount Hawthorn Primary competed 
in the Interschool Swimming Carnival, with students 
from years 4,5 and 6 taking part in this  event. The 
carnival was held at HBF Stadium and we competed 
against 7 other schools. After a day of fierce 
competition and a fantastic effort from all students, 

Mount Hawthorn rose to the top and won the shield 
for the second year in a row. There was a champion 
from each year level -  Sam P  champion boy for year 
4 , Leanne  champion girl  for year 5 and Josie the 
runner up for year 6. Coaches Clark and Sarah from 
Tuart Hill Swimming Club helped us strive to achieve 
our best. 

The two Interschool captains were Josie and Josh P 
who led us all in  cheering for our team when they 
weren’t racing. They also led us out like champions 
and had both earned their spots as captains. When 
the day came to an end we were all so excited that 
we had won and to top it off we came back to 
school with all the senior students lined up against 
the fence cheering us on. This day was a fantastic 
experience.  by Ruby

 

Swimming

Mount Hawthorn Primary School took part in the 
2018 Interschool Athletics Carnival, on Monday 10th 
and Wednesday the 19th of September. It was a 
beautiful sunny day and the conditions were just 
right. The school that hosted the interschool carnival 
was West Balcatta and we  competed against 
Floreat, Wembley, Lake Gwelup, West Balcatta, 
Subiaco and Karrinyup.

Mount Hawthorn took part in events such as 
tunnelball, passball, leaderball, corner spry, throws, 
jumps, long distance and short distance. When we 
arrived we practiced out the back of the canopy 
tents to make sure our team skills were top notch.

Mount Hawthorn got 1 medalist which was Cordette 
K. Cordette got champion girl in A division. In the 
end Mount Hawthorn came 3 out of 7 schools, we 
would like to say thank you to all the teachers that 
came. by Priya O

athletics

sport at mount hawthorn
MRS KENNY & MRS PUTT, SPORT
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italian
SIGNORA MONISSE
Lots of fun language learning activities and cultural events have taken place for our Year 3 - 6 students 
studying Italian this year. In Term 1, 14 classes made their way down to “Affogato Gelateria” to put into 
practice the role-plays they had performed in class. Every one of our students spoke beautifully in Italian to 
Mario and they were rewarded with a delicious gelato for their hard work.

In Term 2, the Year 6 students practised vocabulary and role-
plays related to the restaurant topic which culminated in the 
annual Siena’s dinner in Leederville. 95 excited and elegantly 
dressed students descended upon Oxford Street and attended 
the dinner – a record number for MHPS! Students enjoyed 
studying this topic and gained a greater appreciation of Italy’s 
cuisine and its cultural nuances.

In June, Mrs William’s Year 3 class represented our school at 
the Mount Lawley SHS Languages Expo. Students confidently 
performed “That’s Amore” and an Italian/English version of 
“Bingo” in front of a large and captivated audience of students, 
teachers and parents. Congratulazioni to the students on an 
outstanding performance!

“I enjoyed it because we got to listen to people singing in 
another language. My favourite part was when we got up and 
sang in front of an audience.”

Romanie, Year 3

In Term 3, we welcomed the arrival of Veronica Ritardo, our 
Italian Language Assistant from Milan who worked closely 
with students to improve their Italian pronunciation and 
proficiency.  Year 5 students participated in a pasta making 
class run by the “Little Italian School” and learnt first hand the 
secret to making delicious pasta from culinary expert Giovanni. 
Year 4 students worked together in groups throughout the 
term and presented mini fashion parades describing their 
clothes in Italian to the junior classes. 

In Term 4, the Melbourne-based theatre company “Cultural 
Infusions” visited our school and performed two plays for 
our students adopting the “Commedia dell’Arte” approach 
of improvised slapstick comedy which was typical in Italy in 
the 14th century. Students loved the audience participation 
and learning about Commedia dell’Arte characters such as 
Arlecchino, Pulcinella and Il Capitano. 

A rewarding and enjoyable year for our students  - bravissimi 
studenti!



What a privilege to have the WASO (ECHO) orchestra 
visit our school at the end of Term 3. We were 
all entertained and educated by the wonderfully 
talented Libby Hammer who held us in the palm of 
her hand throughout the whole performance, with 
her very own brand new original songs. We learnt all 
about the musical families of the orchestra in a fun 
filled and exciting way.  What beautiful instruments 
and incredibly talented musicians who brought 
them to life. We were very taken with the magical 
golden harp! 

waso visitOrchestra and band went to Ern Halliday in July for 
Music Camp. 

This camp is made possible by our parent group and 
enables us to play music and develop strong team 
friendships. 

We had time to rehearse in our instrumental sections 
as well as a whole ensemble and participate in fun 
activities like caving, flying fox, big swing, archery and 
our super fun Spicks and Specks night.

The icing on the cake was cooking marshmallows on 
the camp fire.

music at mount hawthorn
MRS HARDMAN, MUSIC



Mount Hawthorn primary school annual report 2018    page 31  

This year we had the opportunity to sing at the annual One Big Voice concert at Perth Arena. We began 
learning the eleven song parts in the months leading up to the concert along with actions, solos and 
instrumental parts. We arrived at Perth Arena in the afternoon wearing our new choir shirts and we were 
all buzzing with excitement. After our rehearsal the audience arrived, the lights dimmed and we sang 
magnificently. What a night!

one big voice



Another year has flown by and we continue to see 
amazing art from all our students. Year 1 students 
have been developing skills in cutting, gluing, 
colouring and simple painting techniques and have 
produced a variety of wonderful compositions. A big 
thankyou to all the Year 1 teachers who put in a lot 
of effort to ensure the art curriculum was covered in 
visual arts. In Year 2 we have continued to develop 
observational and visual inquiry skills while looking 
at the elements of line, colour, texture, shape and 
pattern. The application of these skills can be seen 
throughout the art curriculum. In partnership with 
the library and being a sustainable school the Year 
2’s have created beautiful calico bags enabling 
children to borrow books (using returnable bags) 
even when they leave books bags at home. In Year 
3 a cross curriculum approach with literature was 
taken in Term 1 with the students developing their 
drawing and ceramic skills based on The Fisherman 
and his Wife. They have also created beautiful felt 
puppets, amazing junk mirrors for Father’s Day and 
developed print making skills. Year 4’s started the 
year experimenting with a multitude of painting 
techniques and paint applications. Following on 
from our experimental painting we looked at the 
amazing art of Hundertwasser focussing on line, 
colour and composition. Beautiful ceramic wall 
plagues were then created still focussing on the art 
works of Hundertwasser.

The Year 5 students were involved in multicultural 
projects to both enhance the school visually and 
increase their knowledge and understanding of our 
indigenous culture and background. Mr Mckenzie’s 
class in conjunction with Sharon Egan created 
an amazing wall mural representing the Noongar 
creation story, told by Noel Nannup (Carers of 
Everything), which is now proudly displayed outside 
the art room. Mr Thompson’s class alongside artist 
in residence Mrs Jenny Eyes and myself brought 
back to life the wall behind the canteen with a lovely 
mural depicting the natural flora and fauna around 
Lake Monger.

The Year 6 students have continued to develop an 
understanding of line and its uses in drawing and 
creating art compositions. The student’s self-portraits 
show their development across the years and they 
can all be pleased with their finished portraits in 
the style of Andy Warhol. In ceramics different class 
groups have created amazing animal sculptures, 
platters or cartoon style mugs.

To finish off the year we are proud to announce 
that three of our students have had their art work 
selected to be part of the Town of Vincent Christmas 
Banner display. We would like to acknowledge 
the hard work and persistence, by all students, in 
creating beautiful art works.

art at mount hawthorn
MRS EDMISTON AND MISS REILLY, ART SPECIALISTS


