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On behalf of the staff and School Boards of Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School I am pleased to present the 2012 Annual Report. 
The report  provides parents and members of the community with 
information regarding Mount Hawthorn Primary School activities 
and performance in 2012.
Highlighted in this publication 
are snapshots of the many 
successful programs that 
cater for the diverse talents of 
our students. Through  music, 
art and physical education 
our students have been given 
opportunities, at a local and 
state level, to participate in 
experiences that value add to 
these high quality programs. This embedded culture reinforces 
Mount Hawthorn as a school of choice.
The outstanding efforts of the whole school community ensures 
the continued high profile of Mount Hawthorn Primary School. 
Staff embrace the ‘parents as partners’ approach to nurture 
and establish the best educational opportunities for all students. 
Parents are always willing to share their expertise and assist in all 
aspects of the school’s teaching and learning programs. 
This year we gained Independent Public School status. The 
implementation of the 2012 -2015 Business Plan will ensure that 
the anticipated growth in enrolment will be catered for, without 
interruption to the richness and diversity of the current learning 
culture.
I would like to thank the staff and the school community for your 
ongoing support and I look forward to working with you in 2013.
Together towards the future 
Dale Mackesey 

From the Principal
Dale Mackesey, Principal

The Mt Hawthorn Primary School and the Mt Hawthorn 
Education Support Centre achieved Independent Public 
School status at the end of 2011 and this came into 
effect at the start of Term 2 this year. The Board is made 
up of 11 members being 2 x Principals of the schools, 5 
x parent reps, 3 x staff reps and 1 x P & C representative. 
With the exception of the Principals, members are 
elected to the board by the community they represent.
The Board’s role is to help the Schools deliver a quality 
education experience to our children by:
• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities and 

policies of the Schools;
• planning for and approving School budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our Schools in 

achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our Schools within community.
A priority for 2012 has been to develop the necessary 
documents and structures to allow the Schools to 
successfully transition to Independent Public School (IPS) 
status.  This included developing Business Plans and 
signing off on the Delivery and Performance Agreement. 
Since then, some of the things we have been working 
on include:
• Communication with local businesses;
• Developing a commendation scheme for outstanding 

contribution to the School;
• Parking Permits for Kindy Parents;
• 10 year “master plan” for campus development;
• Monitoring the budgets of the Schools;
• Review of School Policies
Michael Jenkin

Schools Board
Michael Jenkin, Chair

1 KILLARNEY STREET, MOUNT HAWTHORN WA 6016 / PH (08) 9242 3677 / WWW.MOUNTHAWTHORNPS.WA.EDU.AU



We love our dramatic play spaces in 
Kindy. This year we have had a diverse 
range of scenarios including:
• Vets and nurses in our vet clinic. 
• Traveling the globe on our kindy 

bus. 
• Eating and working in an extremely 

popular restaurant.
• Keeping the baby dolls happy and 

giving them a bath in the hospital.
• We even went role play camping 

and boating!!

This part of our classroom is vital for play 
based learning through which children 
organise and make sense of their social 
worlds and actively engage with people, 
objects and their representations. 

Dramatic Play

Aboriginal education is an important 
focus of the MHPS Early Childhood 
Strategic Plan and links to Outcome 2 
of the Early Years Learning Framework: 
“Children are connected and contribute 
to their world”. 
At Kindergarten we have been reading 
and talking about Aboriginal traditional 
stories as part of learning about 
Aboriginal culture. We read the story 
“How the Birds Got Their Colours” by 
Mary Albert and Pamela Lofts.
Just as the Aboriginal people worked 
together to produce beautiful murals – 
so did we! Can you see the wonderful 

birds on our mural? The birds are so 
colourful because a little parrot burst the 
sore foot of a dove. Colours splashed 
all over the black birds to make them 
colourful! We each told the story in our 
own words, just as the Aboriginal people 
have done over many years.

An Aboriginal Story
Kindy Yellow & Green, Mrs Smart

Kindy Red & Blue, Miss Grace

Before lunch each kindergarten session 
the children take turns telling news. We 
use surprise bags to encourage the 
students to develop their questioning 
and answering skills and to add an 
element of surprise to their news. 
This Semester the children have been 
concentrating their questions on the 
different properties of their news items. 
These questions include; what shape is 
it, where do you keep it, what do you 
do with it and what is it made of? The 
students complete a drawing of their 
item and answer the questions with 
their family before they reveal their news 
at kindy. 

News Telling
Kindy Purple, Mrs Jacquard

In our Pre Primary class, to recognise 
how important family events are 
commemorated, we organised 
celebrations on mother’s and father’s 
day. We identified similarities and 
differences between families and all the 
special qualities the students love about 
their Mums and Dads through art and 
stories. 

For each celebration 
we made invitations, flowers to 
decorate the tables, a card and a 
present.  On the day the children were 
very excited as it was their turn to spoil 
their parents.  They welcomed everyone 
with a concert where they sang and 
danced.  It was obviously well received 
by all the clapping going on!
We concluded by sharing a feast 
together with lots of laughter and hugs.  
The best part of these celebrations 
was, in the words of the children, the 
FOOD!!!!!!!!

Celebrations
Pre-primary Room 27, Mrs Lawrence

In 2012 Mt Hawthorn Primary school 
held its annual Faction Athletics Carnival. 
All students participated in these events 
and excellent sportsmanship and team 
spirit was on display throughout the 
day.  The Athletics Carnival was held at 
Menzies Park on September 6. It was a 
very enjoyable and exciting day for the 
whole school community.  At the end of 
the day the scores were very close. 
The final results were as follows:
 1st  Shakespeare
 2nd Menzies
 3rd Axford
 4th Braithwaite
Throughout the carnival students also 
participated in a range of enjoyable Blue 
Earth activities. At the end of the day 
the shields were presented and medals 
awarded to the Champion Boy and Girl 
from each year level. 
by Annabelle Gleeson and Indira Savory

Athletics Carnival

Earlier this year, in Term 3, selected 
students took part in an Interschool 
School Cross Country Carnival at City 
Beach Primary School. Across all year 
levels, there were over 80 competitors. 
Years 4-5 ran 1.5 kilometres and Years 
6-7 ran 2.5 kilometres. Students from our school placed across all races and 
displayed great sportsmanship and co-operated well with the other runners. Our 
school finished the day in fourth place. Well done Mount Hawthorn.

Cross Country



Before our visit to Braithwaite Park 
we brainstormed ideas of what we 
might see at the park.  On our return, 
we discussed what we had seen and 
sorted them into natural and man made 
items.  During our visit, the children 
undertook an analysis of what they 
found in the park. They selected two 
items to draw, one that was man made 
and the other was natural.  One of the 
items we discovered in the park was 
a nesting box, high up in a gum tree. 
The class engaged in a discussion as 
to what it was and what it was used for. 
We explored a variety of nesting box 
designs on the internet. Using a range 
of geometric shaped templates, the 
children created a design for a nesting 
box. The design was cut from coloured 
paper and pages from a magazine.  
This design was used as inspiration 
for a model nesting box using small 
boxes and recycled materials. A series 
of photos were taken to highlight the 
design elements of each construction. 
The final task in this unit of study was a 
detailed description from each child of 
how they created their design and how 
it was to be used.

Braithwaite Park Visit
Pre-primary Room 26, Mrs Kerr

What started out as a whole 
school project, tied to our “Teacher 
Development School” status, led us to 
explore a nonsense poem containing 
evocative images of a Jabberwocky’s 
appearance.  Subsequent discussions 
led us to create our own story about 
a Jabberwocky called “Jack” who 
became embroiled in dangerous 
adventures with his new found friend 
Holly.  To illustrate the book the children 
each drew 12 pictures in a grid to depict 
each adventure. As a complement to 
the creative process, the children made 
their own Jabberwocky.  Consensus 
on the physical characteristics of 
a Jabberwocky led the children to 
drafting a pattern, printing their own 
material, sewing seams on a sewing 
machine, stuffing and naming their 
own Jabberwocky.  When the creative 
process was finished, Sonia Siamos 
kindly offered to type the story into a 
book publishing program and scan the 
children’s pictures into the storyline in 
readiness for the Printer to set our story 
into a book.  Now, there are 30 copies 
of our book adorning bookcases across 
Mount Hawthorn and beyond.  In this 
case, a bit of nonsense has gone a long 
way.

A Bit of Nonsense
Pre-primary Room 28, Mrs Leonzini

Children celebrated book week by dressing up as their 
favourite book characters! Creative and innovative dress-
ups were on display as children were transformed into their 
character for the day. Pirates, Dr Seuss, Thomas the Tank 
Engine, Where’s Wally, Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz and 
many more graced our room and added colour, imagination 
and rich discussion to our understanding of literature. 
During this week children also became authors and illustrators 
as they created their own fantastic books about topics of 
interest to them. Popular themes were monsters, princesses, 
kings and of course an added super hero for good measure. It 
was a pleasure to see that even with the influence of modern 
technologies the world of books is still alive and as inspiring 
as ever to young children and adults alike!

Children’s Book Week Celebrations
 Pre-primary Room 29, Ms Pizzino

LOTE classes are always filled with 
exciting topics which provide students 
with a learning environment which is 
very rewarding. Students have been 
learning about famous inventors, solar 
system, numbers, colours, insects, 
sea creatures, treasure maps, musical 

instruments and various genres of 
music, popular Italian icons, creating 
Italian passports/profiles,  fashion, 
participating in fashion parades, 
shopping, healthy eating,vitamins, party 
invitations, ordering and paying using 
euros for a beverage or something to eat 
at a café and  pizzeria, whilst creating 
their own menus, business cards, 
packaging and jingle in promoting 
Italian cuisine and products. Last term 
we were also very fortunate to have had 
Monica Fortunato (Exchange Student) 
join us for 10 weeks from Milan, Italy.

Italian
Signora Cassilli, LOTE Specialist



Western Australian Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2012 (NAPLAN)
In 2012 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables below indicate the 2012 
NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and Numeracy. 
Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5 and from Year 5 to 7 is based on student matching rather than 
cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the SEI (Socio Economic Index). The SEI is an index of socio-
economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, family income and single parent family.
Proficiency Bands
Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing levels of skills and 
understandings.

YEAR 3
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 24% 23% 11% 47% 42% 19% 36% 17% 9% 25% 37% 19% 49% 45% 24%

5 33% 26% 17% 26% 24% 21% 50% 45% 35% 34% 19% 17% 24% 23% 19%

4 29% 28% 26% 11% 17% 19% 11% 27% 27% 26% 26% 26% 18% 16% 18%

3 10% 17% 24% 12% 10% 17% 3% 8% 17% 11% 10% 17% 5% 8% 15%

2 4% 4% 14% 4% 5% 15% 0% 3% 7% 4% 5% 12% 4% 5% 11%

1 1% 2% 7% 0% 2% 8% 0% 1% 4% 0% 3% 8% 1% 3% 11%

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8-10 29% 21% 8% 31% 20% 8% 14% 9% 5% 30% 19% 9% 37% 28% 13%

7 29% 21% 12% 34% 22% 17% 30% 24% 12% 27% 28% 19% 23% 19% 12%

6 28% 32% 26% 11% 33% 24% 32% 34% 23% 27% 27% 26% 24% 25% 21%

5 8% 19% 27% 20% 18% 25% 23% 25% 37% 13% 19% 21% 14% 18% 22%

4 5% 5% 16% 1% 5% 12% 1% 7% 12% 4% 6% 15% 1% 7% 15%

1-3 1% 1% 10% 3% 2% 13% 0% 1% 10% 0% 1% 8% 1% 3% 15%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 7
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9-10 32% 24% 9% 15% 19% 6% 31% 14% 6% 15% 20% 7% 24% 23% 10%

8 20% 25% 13% 46% 34% 18% 18% 25% 14% 34% 28% 19% 32% 28% 16%

7 32% 25% 23% 27% 26% 25% 26% 27% 21% 39% 31% 28% 27% 27% 25%

6 12% 19% 27% 2% 15% 25% 21% 22% 25% 7% 13% 22% 10% 18% 27%

5 2% 7% 20% 5% 6% 16% 0% 9% 23% 5% 5% 12% 2% 4% 14%

1-4 2% 1% 6% 5% 1% 8% 5% 3% 9% 0% 2% 10% 5% 1% 6%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 



Western Australian Science and S & E Testing 2012 (WAMSE)
In 2012 testing took place in the Science and Society & Environment learning areas for all Year 7 and 5 students in all Western 
Australian schools. 

YEAR 5

SCIENCE SCIENCE 
INVESTIGATING

TOP 20% 55% 57%

MIDDLE 60% 42% 40%

BOTTOM 20% 3% 3%

YEAR 5

S&E S&E: ICP

TOP 20% 65% 55%

MIDDLE 60% 32% 42%

BOTTOM 20% 3% 3%

YEAR 7

SCIENCE SCIENCE 
INVESTIGATING

TOP 20% 46% 51%

MIDDLE 60% 46% 41%

BOTTOM 20% 7% 7%

YEAR 7

S&E S&E: ICP

TOP 20% 51% 46%

MIDDLE 60% 39% 41%

BOTTOM 20% 10% 12%

Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report grades. We 
collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to moderate student achievements 
with all primary students in Semester One. In all learning areas and all year levels MHPS compared favourably to other schools. 
This information could also be compared with NAPLAN results of similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will 
be available in 2013 using Semester 2 2012 report information. 

Grade Distribution

Mount Hawthorn Primary School had 41 students in Year 
7 in 2012. 40 of those students will attend a Government 
High School in 2013; 23 students to Churchlands, 13 to 
Mt. Lawley, 1 Warwick, 1 Balcatta and 2 to Perth Modern. 1 
student will go to Aranmore College.

Destination High Schools

Current staffing allocations for the MHPS are detailed in the 
table below. 

Staff Attendance and Retention Rate

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 4 2.0

Total Administration 5 3.0

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 teachers 5 4.2

Teachers 40 27.7

Total Teaching Staff 45 31.9

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 6 3.6

Gardening Maintenance 2 0.9

Other non-teaching staff 15 10.0

Total school support staff 23 14.5

TOTAL 73 49.4

All the teaching staff meet the requirements to teach in 
Western Australian schools and are registered with the 
Western Australian College of teaching.

Staff Qualifications

All teaching staff have engaged in professional learning 
linked to the system priorities and school priorities. These 
included: TDS, Australian Curriculum, Mathematics, Science, 
ICT, Virtues, Britannica Online, Vocabulary Development, 
Electronic Whiteboards, Mathletics, Reporting to Parents, 
Drug Awareness, Medical Anaphylaxis and Epilepsy, CMS, 
Instructional Intelligence and Blu-Earth.

Staff Professional Learning

Student attendance rates for 2012 will not be available until 
the end of the school year. These results will be published in 
the first newsletter in 2013.

Student Attendance Rates

Churchlands, 23

2013 Destination Year 7 Students

Mt Lawley, 13

Warwick,1

Balcatta, 1

Perth Modern, 2

Aranmore, 1



We spent time learning about Antarctica 
and the Emperor penguins that live there. 
We wrote a report on the Emperor penguin and read lots 
of books. Our assembly item was fabulous. We dressed as 
penguins and sang The Emperor’s Egg and Penguin Rock. 
We sure did “Rock it out” at our assembly. We had loads of 
fun learning the dance!

Penguins! Penguins! Penguins!
Year 1 Room 1, Ms Psaltis-Watkins & Mrs Coote

This morning we had our assembly at school. Firstly, Mr. 
Mackesey handed out the merit awards and Stella and 
Lachie F. got one each and some other year 1’s got one, 
too. Next, we said, “we’re going on a Bear Hunt and then, 
we sang the Teddy Bear’s Picnic. I felt nervous and I had 
stage fright because there were lots of people. Seamus
Today Room 2 did their assembly at school and everybody 
brought a teddy bear. Before the assembly Mr. Mackesey 
gave the merit awards to Lachie F. and Stella got one. We 
did the Teddy Bear’s Picnic and we’re going on a Bear Hunt. 
There were lots of people and my Mum and Dad were there. 
I was scared but it was an awesome assembly. Emerson

This morning it was our assembly and we put on the Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic. Firstly, Mr. Mackesey handed out merit awards 
to Stella and me. We shook hands with Mr. Mackesey and 
at the end I got a picture from my Mum. Then, I got a photo 
from Mrs. Mears with Stella. I had butterflies in my tummy 
and I got stage fright. Lachie F.

Assemblies
Year 1 Room 2, Mrs Dennis

Room 3 celebrated Harmony Week by learning all about 
our nearest neighbour, Indonesia. Balinese teacher, Made 
Jati, visited our school 
and spoke to us about 
what school is like 
for students in her 
country. She showed 
us how to tie a sarong 
and how to make 
Balinese offerings. 
She answered lots of 
questions about our 
sister school, SD1 
Abiantuwung. We 
enjoyed it very much.

Harmony Week 2012
Year 1 Room 3, Mrs Cromb

On Monday, the 3rd September Rooms 1 and 4 went to 
Kelmscott Farm. It was a long drive but we took activities to 
keep us busy on the bus.

When we got there we watched Molly being milked. We 
learnt that cows need to be milked twice a day. After the 
milking we went to have morning tea. After morning tea we 
went to look at the animals. We saw lots of animals like the 
noisy sheep, the soft horses, the eating alpacas, the furry 
goats, the brown cattle and we also saw Molly again, but 
this time she wasn’t getting milked. We thought the sheep 
were so-o-o-o-o loud! We learnt that animals that have their 
eyes on the side are not meat eaters. We learnt that alpacas 
are good at spitting. One of the pigs looked like ‘Babe’. The 
farm was a bit smelly. After that we held some of the baby 
animals. We got to hold chicks. Some went to sleep in our 
arms. They were very snug. 
The rabbits were so soft. The rabbits had red and pink eyes. 
The biggest was scratchy so we had to have a blanket on our 
lap. Then we collected the eggs and fed the hens. We learnt 
that when you put an egg with the pointy side in first, that 
will keep the egg fresh for longer. It was a good excursion.
Extracts from children’s recounts of the excursion

Kelmscott Farm
Year 1 Room 4, Mrs Emery



We have had a very busy year in Room 6 this year. The 
children have been busy learning all about the Olympic 
Games in an integrated learning programme. Mathematics, 
S and E, language, Art, Physical Education and health 
were all part of our programme. The children made graphs 
and tallies of the medal count. Identified and learnt about 
monuments and researched the history of the Games. We 
all learnt a great deal about how it has changed over time.

Olympic Games
Year 2 Room 6, Mrs Hottes & Mrs Lewis

In Term 3 as part of an integrated program on Health and 
Technology and Enterprise, Room 7 made a calico doll of 
themselves.
Preparatory Work
The students studied themselves and their features. Each 
student made a paper doll of themselves dressed in their 
favourite clothes. These paper dolls were the precursor to 
making a doll out of calico.

Making the Dolls
Each student was given a piece of calico with the front and 
back shapes which they drew on and coloured in.
Parental Help
The students took their dolls home and the wonderful Room 
7 parents stuffed them and sewed them together. The dolls 
look wonderful and we are really proud of this project.

Calico Dolls
Year 2 Room 7, Mrs Cronin & Mr McAuliffe

Year 2 Room 5 constructed 3D shapes using straws and 
blu-tac to build their ‘Grand Designs during ‘Maths Week’.
We also estimated, measured, compared and recorded 
volumes and capacities using sand in our school sandpit.

Activity Based Maths
Year 2 Room 5, Ms Breen

NAIDOC Week was a busy and exciting week in Room 11. 
As part of an integrated unit in Society and Environment and 
Technology and Enterprise we constructed our Mia Mia’s 
from natural sourced materials found around the school. We 
also read a number of Dreamtime stories and painted our 
own stories using earth colours.  

Naidoc Week
Year 2 Room 11, Mrs Lewis-Russell & Mrs Crombie

Our P&C is a voluntary organisation and is your opportunity 
to have a voice and participate in the education of your 
children. With the support of many volunteers from the school 
community, the P&C provides amenities and services for our 
children, and the income from your voluntary contributions 
and from other fund-raising activities is used to enhance the 
facilities and learning environment of the school. 
2012 was a busy and successful year, including:
• Social events (sundowners, discos, quiz night, movie 

nights)
• Completion of Cool School project (air conditioning and 

electronic whiteboards)
• Ground improvements (limestone wall landscaping, tree 

planting, start of upgrade to Pre-primary playground)
• Creation of P&C hub and new uniform shop
• Introduction of Online Canteen
• Refurbishment of undercroft area in partnership with 

OSCA
Plans for 2013 include exploring possibilities for expanding 
the undercover area to be able to cope with our growing 
school population, working with the Principal and Schools 
Board to develop a long-term ‘campus plan’ for the school 
that will assist in making decisions about forward planning 
for the schools and our bi-annual Fair which is always a 
fabulous community event. 
There are many way to get involved with the P&C. New 
faces are always welcome and any contribution that can 
make will be much appreciated.
Have a safe and happy holiday season.

Our P&C
Justine Daly, P&C President
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The Year 3s studied ‘The Olden Days’ in Term 3. We learnt a lot about times past and made many comparisons about life 
in Australia ‘then’ and ‘now’. Part of our theme was to take a big 
two hour walk around Mt Hawthorn and learn about its history. We 
learnt that Mt Hawthorn School started in a hall on the corner of 
Scarborough Beach Rd and Flinders St in 1906. Also, on Coogee St 
there was a dairy and a timber yard. On Oxford St there was a cinema 
called The Ritz Theatre. We also learnt about the different styles 
of houses around Mt Hawthorn including federation bungalows, 
Californian bungalows and post war bungalows. It was a fun and 
interesting walk!  As part of our theme, our classroom became an ‘olden day’ classroom for one day. Mrs Williams was the strict 
Mrs Herbert and we all became children from the olden days that we had researched. We dressed up in clothes that children 
would have worn in the late 1800s and we even had olden day names. We all sang ‘God Save the Queen’ and had our hands, 
nails and hair checked. We couldn’t use paper in the classroom. We used chalkboards instead and had to rub out all our hard 
work each time we finished a lesson and went on to a new one! We did try using ink pens by dipping them into ink pots and 
writing. Our writing looked very nice but it was a bit messy with the ink. Mrs Herbert had a cane (which she didn’t have to use) 
and a dunce corner for naughty children! Luckily, we didn’t have to use it much. In the afternoon, we played olden day games 
such as hop scotch, elastics and blind man’s bluff which was fun. We had a great day!

Olden Days
Year 3 Room 8, Mrs Williams & Mrs McKenzie

Absolutely everybody important attended the ABSOLUTELY AMAZING ASSEMBLY that 
was our very own Olympic Opening Ceremony for Year 3 Room 10, shared with our peers 
from Year 3 Room 25. From the athletes arriving at the stadium, to the flame rising from 
the cauldron, to the explanations of the Olympic sports the crowd was enthralled and 
delighted by the obvious learning and enjoyment of the children presenting.  This was a 
marvellous way to celebrate a world event and understand symbols and ceremonies. The 
children loved the “ABSOLUTELY EVERYBODY” song and dance routine created by their 
Year 7 buddies that finished the event. 

Cybersafety Buddies Room 10 has loved their buddy activities with their Year 7 buddies. Their favourites included the 
Cybersafety Buddies activity. This is an education department program teaching children to be safe online. The Year 7 buddies 
worked with a Year 3 partner and each time a buddy correctly understood a new concept they added to their online robot. The 
concepts included keeping your personal details to yourself, checking sites with parents and interacting online with friends and 
family only. The Year 3 children really engaged with all learning with their buddies. It is so powerful learning from a Year 7 role 
model. If a parent said the same thing the children can sometimes discredit the concept, but from the outstanding citizens that 
are our Mount Hawthorn Year 7s they listen and take in every word. ABSOLUTELY AWESOME!
Science week and Book week gave two more ABSOLUTELY AMAZING learning opportunities with our buddies. The three 
states of matter; solid, liquid and gas and the effect of temperature (freezing), were all shared when we made and ate yummy 
ice-cream together for science week. Sharing our favourite books and characters while dressed up was another great buddy  
event. These activities build positive connections to school and positive relations with a different grade can really help children 
feel safe and supported.

Absolutely Everybody
Year 3 Room 10, Mrs Townsend & Mrs Miles

Kitchen Garden by Sidney Askew
All year we have been working in our kitchen garden.  We have been planting 
vegetables and watering plants.  We make compost as well, we sweep 
our mess up and do some weeding.  There are all sorts of vegetables like 
broccoli, spinach, beetroot, celery, cucumber, zucchini, peas and herbs like 
parsley.  We also did some cooking and we made a fruit salad, we bought 
the fruit from home and got some vegetables from the garden.  We made a 
dip, it was kind of spicy.  We made spinach cannelloni.  We had to go into the 
garden to get the spinach and we made the inside of the cannelloni and then 
when all of us were done the teachers spread tomato sauce on it and put it 
into the oven.  I went to help the teachers do the dishes.  Then we each had 
two cannelloni.  We had a fun time.
Scitech by Will Wiggett
In Term 3 our class went to Scitech to learn about science and gravity and gas. My favourite object was the ping pong whirlpool 
which was two ping pong balls in this huge cup and you press the bottom and it makes a whirlpool and the ping pong is inside 
it.  At the end of the day we went inside a science room to make dry snow and wet snow and green slime.  Then we went home 
with our snow and slime and when we got back to school we wrote down our investigation.

Kitchen Garden & Scitech
Year 4 Room 12, Mrs Colliss & Mrs Samuel



On Tuesday 14th August we went on an excursion to the Claremont Museum with the 
students from Room 10. We went there to learn about the Olden Days. We rotated 
through 5 activities. They included cooking, washing, going to school, making a rag 
rug and playing old games. 
During the cooking rotation we learnt how to make scones. We had to grind the 
wheat and measure the flour on some old scales in ounces. We mixed and rolled the 
dough, cut out the scones and put them into an old wood fire oven. We were lucky 
enough to be able to eat them at the end of the day and they were delicious! We 
learnt how to wash a tea towel in a bucket of water with a wash board and a dolly 
posher. We then dried it by rolling it through the wringer. It was hard work. We hung 
our tea towels on the line with the dolly pegs. 
Next we lined up to go in to class. The boys made one line and the girls were in a 
separate line. The teacher checked that our hands were clean and then we went in 
to the classroom. We sang “God Save The Queen” and did some handwriting, times 
tables, reading and spelling. We did all of our work on slates. The teacher was very 
strict and some people had to pretend that they were the class “dunce” and stand in 
the corner! Luckily no one got the cane!
A relaxing part of the day was making a rag rug. We used a hook to pull scrap 
pieces of material through some hessian. They looked really good when they were 
finished. The last rotation involved us playing a variety of old games, both indoors and outdoors. These included throwing some 
horseshoes on to a stake, marbles, fiddle sticks, knuckle bones, hopscotch and skittles. Some of the games were hard but 
we really enjoyed playing them. It was a fantastic day and we learnt a lot about the Olden Days. We all agreed that we are very 
lucky to be living in this era.

Excursion to Claremont Museum
Year 3 Room 25, Mrs Kalebic & Mrs Scott

On the sixteenth of March we went to the brilliant…..SCULPTURES BY THE SEA!! When we got 
there we all sat down and started to talk and then we all went into our groups. My group was lucky 
because we got to go upstairs to the miniatures (they’re the smaller sculptures of the bigger ones). 
They were fantastic.  My favourite small one was the hundred and thousands chair, it was completely 
made of hundred and thousands. I could gobble it down in one second but I didn’t. I also liked the 
rainbow shopping cart. It was two shopping carts about 25cm away from each other and then 
there was a plastic rainbow going-over it .But sadly there was no gold under the rainbow. Last of all 
miniature sculptures was the ‘Standing up pig’. It inspired me.
After that we got a leader to show us around. My leader was called Tessa, Tess for short. Tessa 
showed us the red shoes first. We had to try to tell the story because every sculpture has a story. 
Anyway I said that the shoes are trying to get somewhere like a wave. Next we saw a sculptures made 
out of honky nuts. It was fascinating I was so lucky to be going to Sculptures by the Sea.  Anyway 
where was I? Oh yeah, after the fascinating honky nut sculpture. Just to tell you this one was one of my favourite sculptures. 
It was made out of some black jarrah wood, shaped sort of like a cut in half cylinder, in the top of the wood which made the 
sunlight get through the holes ,so then it felt like you were in space. The last sculpture that I’m going to tell you about is the 
sea creatures (there are still many great sculptures that I haven’t told you about, 69 in fact.) Anyway the sea creatures were 
AMAZING! I loved them so much how they went around Cottesloe. In conclusion BEST FIELD TRIP EVER!! by George Hatton

Sculptures by the Sea
Year 4 Room 15, Mrs Bodycoat & Mr Pearson

This semester the Science theme across the school has been ‘Chemistry’. Once again for Science 
week a visit to Scitech by the Years 4 and 5 hub provided some interesting and motivating 
experiences in this field. This year each class participated in three activities. We donned our lab 
coats and safety goggles and headed for the lab to investigate different ways that polymers work to 
create some weird and wonderful substances. We made slime and snow. We definitely have some 
keen and budding scientists in our midst. I was really impressed with the way students in Room 14 
in particular were able to work in the lab in such a careful, clean and professional way. The “Flours, 
Fuels and Farts” show was a high-light for most students with substances exploding and burning 
right in front of us. Definitely a ‘don’t try this at home’ kind of affair. It certainly showcased the way 
substances can react in spectacular ways when mixed together and why we need to be careful.
The third part of our day included a visit to the dinosaur exhibition which included a dinosaur dig 
to uncover bones. With time to explore the other exhibitions of Scitech it certainly was an action 
packed day which was thoroughly enjoyed!

Scitech
Year 4/5 Room 14, Mrs Sturgeon



The annual Interschool Athletics Carnival is an event that all students look forward 
to. This year it was held at McLean Park, next to Floreat Primary School. Our school 
performed brilliantly, placing in many of the races and team game. At the end of 
the day Mt Hawthorn finished in 5th place. The Year 7s did their best to keep 
the bay organised and were a great help to the teachers. All the schools showed 
incredible sportsmanship and support to their competitors. At the end of it all the 
Mt Hawthorn kids were happy and proud to have represented their school so well. 

Interschool Athletics Carnival

We have had an amazing year in the art room. We have seen all our skills go from strength to strength across all year levels. 
Year 1s have continued to develop and expand their skills across a broad range of mediums culminating in the production of 
a wonderful calendar depicting their original art throughout the year. The ceramics program has continued to thrive from cute 
little clay planters in Year 1, to amazing fish in Year 3, funky cottages in Year 5 and beautiful coil pots based on the works of 
Clarice Cliff. 

This year we have focused on art and textiles in years 2, 3 and 4. Year 2s have 
looked at the use of line, colour and ceramic button sculptures to create beautiful 
wall hangings. In Year 3 we constructed our own looms and used strips of recycled 
material to create some very effective pieces of art. Year 4s have been introduced 
to the joys of long stitch and the amazing results they achieved with patience, 
persistence and perseverance, Their work is simply amazing. 
To continue Visual Arts immersion across the curriculum, many projects evolve 
from class themes. To support the Year 6 Poetry Evening an exhibition of the 
student’s work was held in the art room. 

The students chose 3 pieces of work and looked at the way an art exhibition was 
presented. The exhibition was very successful, with parents and students thoroughly 
enjoy the amazing display of talent.  As part of the Year 3 technology programme 
the students designed a chair bag. Our task as artists and designers was to create 
a design to screen print onto the chair bag. Once again the prints were outstanding. 
The Year 7s have had the task of designing and creating 6 totem poles based on 
the  Aboriginal seasons. These poles will be installed in the gardens around the art 
room to create a peaceful retreat using native plants to complete the whole outdoor 
composition. 
To finish off an outstanding year of art, the Year 2s and 3s were lucky enough to visit the Art Gallery of W.A. and view the Picasso 
to Warhol Exhibition. The students thoroughly enjoyed the guided tours and the workshop at the gallery produced many great 
works of art. On this note I would like to thank everyone for their support and outstanding efforts throughout the year.

Amazing Art
Mrs Edmiston, Art Specialist

During terms 3 and 4, Year 5 gifted and talented students who were not already 
attending a PEAC program, were selected to attend the HOTSHOTS Extension 
Program. This was a six week program where our Hotshots met every Thursday 
in our private ‘den’ to ponder the question, ‘How much has Edison changed our 
lives?’ We discovered that Thomas Alva Edison was one of the greatest inventors 
in history and was responsible for more inventions than any other inventor. He also 
created the first research laboratory, which he called The Invention Factory and 
invented the first electric pen! Altogether he took out patents on 1093 inventions. 
The extension program was fast paced and asked students to use advanced 
analytical, critical and creative thinking skills which certainly produced some 
interesting responses. The program gave our ‘Hotshots’ an opportunity to engage 
in a learning environment which was intellectually stimulating and rigorous with like-

minded students. Together they learned how to blog, to question using Bloom’s Taxonomy and it culminated in a celebration 
of Edison’s life. This was an event on the last day where students came together to present their findings dressed as Edison 
himself or as another inventor who had been influenced by any one of Edison’s amazing inventions. Our ‘Hotshots’ were a lively 
bunch with a real thirst for learning and an absolute pleasure to work with.

PEAC Hotshots
Year 5, Dorell Hogg, PEAC Teacher



During 2nd term the Year 5s journeyed to the port town of Fremantle to visit the Fremantle Prison and Fremantle Literature 
Centre. As we entered the prison, an eerie feeling came over us all. The jail was amazing and we toured all areas that used to 
house prisoners right back to convict times. We even had to line up on the roll call line inside the prison cell area! Out in the 
exercise yard, there were some amazing sites that showed the life of a prisoner and how nasty and brutal it could be. We also 
got to see Moondyne Joe’s prison cell. He was a famous Western Australian bushranger.

Later in the day we had lunch at the Fremantle Literature Centre, which overlooked the old Female Prison area. Inside the 
Literature Centre we were lucky enough to have the illustrator of the picture book, “Moondyne Joe”, Frane Lessac, take us 
for some great activities. Frane got us to think about and draw how we thought Moondyne Joe might have escaped from the 
prison. The original illustrations of the book were there for us to look at and work with. It was fantastic. The excursion was one 
of the best we’ve been on! 

Fremantle Prison and Fremantle Literature Centre Excursion
Year 5 Room 13, Mr McKenzie

This year room 24 had the pleasure to be in charge of paper recycling. We all had 
a classroom assigned to us and we collected their paper recycling boxes. We even 
went to places in the school such as the Library, Art Room, Office, Music, Computer 
and more. Once we had taken the boxes we carried them down to the special big 
paper bin down in the car park in the junior school. The paper got picked up every 
2 weeks. We think this is a good routine for the school because it shows we care 
not only for the school but for the environment. 
Battery Recycling
A bin has been supplied by the Town of Vincent in the Library. This bin gets picked 
up each term. We have been very successful in collecting batteries so they do not 
go into Landfill. So please remember to keep recycling your batteries. 
Vincent’s ‘Cash for Cans’
A new initiative was introduced to Mount Hawthorn in Term 4 2012. Students in 
Room 24 had a ‘Blitz’ in Week 2 to start collecting cans to be placed in the large 
recycle bin in the junior car park. Mount Hawthorn will earn 10 cents for every can 
(up to $2,000).
Year 4/5 Maths Tabloids Day
This brilliant event was organised by our very own Ms Hogg. She collected 10 
engaging games that involved using Dice, Cards and Dominoes. Approximately 150 
Year 4/5s were put into groups and rotated around to complete all activities. The 
idea of the games was to expose the children to hands on problem solving activities 
that were fun and engaging.  She succeeded!!! We were very lucky to have so many 
helpful and energetic parents to make the day go off without a hitch. 
by Nicole Kostova

Paper Recycling
Year 5 Room 24, Mr Thompson



On Thursday the 22nd of March, Mt Hawthorn Primary School hosted an amazing 
Harmony Day Luncheon that was enjoyed by each and every one of us.   All Year 
6 students had to bring in a mouth-watering Asian dish to share with fellow class 
mates.  To do this, the computer lab was transformed into a fine dining restaurant.  
Each group was in charge of organising a table with tablecloths, centre pieces and 
name tags. As we walked into the computer lab we were all hit by the tantalising 
frenzy of sweet and sour aromas which washed over us like a 10 foot high wave.  
Mr Mackesey and Mrs Mears made a special guest appearance, or maybe it was 
just the extravagant smells that lingered in the air that attracted them!  However 
we were all tempted by the hot, steaming, mouth-watering food just waiting to 
be eaten by us all.  Some of the amazing dishes that were served at the luncheon 
included a Nepalese Vegetable Pakora, Singapore Fried Noodles, Indian Samosas, 
a spicy Burmese Chicken Curry and a delicious Banana Bread.
After a while we were allowed to walk around to try the food on other tables.  We were amazed how scrumptious all the dishes 
were.  Everyone had a fabulous time and we are all very grateful to Mrs Gillies, Miss French and Mrs Jesson for organising the 
event.  The luncheon was a brilliant success and something we will remember forever.

Harmony Day Luncheon
Year 6 Room 18, Mrs Jesson & Mr McAuliffe

At the beginning of Term 2, it was time for the annual ‘Year 
6 Public Speaking Competition’.  All Year 6 students from 
Rooms 17, 18 and 19 had put their speaking skills to the test, 
by preparing a two minute talk on a topic of their choice. The 
students presented their talks to their own classes in Week 
5 of term. There was an amazing variety of topics, ranging 
from Heston Blumenthal to Apple computers, from books to 
candy and aliens to the amazingly slow sloth. Four students 
from each class were then selected to compete in the finals. 
The talent in all classrooms was so outstanding, that only 
picking 12 students was a very hard task indeed. 
The finals were 
held in the 
undercover area 
in the afternoon 
of Monday 
25th June. The 
student’s family 
members were 
invited to attend 
the event, as 
well as the Year 
5 students and 
teachers. The 
c o n t e s t a n t ’s 
nerves were high when they looked out over the huge 
crowd but this didn’t stop them from putting on a fabulous 
performance for everyone. Once again a very difficult 
decision had to be made. Who would be the 2012 winner? 
In equal third place this year was Jasmine Schmidt with 
her intriguing talk on cow by-products and Annie Kinsella 
with her entertaining talk on the dangers of becoming a 
Star Wars nerd. In second place was Ella Newell with her 
informative talk about Bethany Hamilton, a female surfer. 
This meant the winner of the 2012 ‘Year 6 Public Speaking 
Competition Finals’, was Kate Hewitt-Dutton with her 
amusing and fabulously presented talk on Barbie. It put a 
smile on everyone’s face and ended another successful year 
of public speaking in Year 6.

Public Speaking Competition
Year 6 Room 19, Miss French

During the year the children from Year 6 Rooms 17, 18 & 19 
have been writing poems as part of their Literacy program. 
The program culminated with a poetry evening and art 
exhibition, held on Tuesday 25th October. For this event 
the students chose 
their favourite poem 
they had written during 
the year to recite to an 
audience of family and 
friends. Everyone was 
seated by 6pm and 
the evening began. 
Whilst the students 
were understandably 
nervous, they proved 
themselves to be very 
able public speakers 
and everyone listened 
intently to a wide range 
of poetry. Poetry styles 
included Metaphor 
poems, Sensory 
poems, Haiku poems 
and probably the most favoured for the evening, the Wishing 
Poem. The audience enjoyed listening to the students’ 
recitals and found that students wished for many things from 
world peace to a sparkling swimming pool and of course a 
lot more wishes!
Mrs Edmiston, our Art Teacher, arranged for a display of 
their artwork to be held in the Art Room. Before the recital 
began, parents could wander through the Art room viewing 
the works the students had completed over the course of 
the year. Amongst the works on display were ‘dot’ paintings, 
clay copies of their hands in a variety of actions and Picasso 
inspired pieces. At the completion of the recital, family and 
friends were invited back to the Art room to continue viewing 
the artwork whilst enjoying a small selection of refreshments. 
All participants agreed it was a fun evening and thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. Many of the students surprised 
themselves at how well they overcame their nerves.

Year 6 Room 17, Mrs Gillies
Recital Evening



“Our school is the place to be. It’s a real community…” The words of our school song ring true, and 2012 is no exception.
The music room at Mt Hawthorn has been rocking with some great sounds this 
year. Some of the learning opportunities have included Music Around the World, 
singing and movement, recorder playing, percussion, Year 7 puppet making, rhythm 
activities and fun music games.
The School of Instrumental Music has offered a range of instruments to some of 
our talented students including violin, cello, flute, clarinet, brass and percussion. 
Students selected for these instruments were excited to begin their group lessons 
in February 2012 and have worked so hard all year to develop their skills.
The sensational school band, under the direction of Nikki Turner, has wowed 
audiences at the Band Festival, Jolimont Primary School and at the Finale Concert. 
They also had an amazing time at the band camp fine tuning their skills and having 
great fun.
The awesome orchestra, under the direction of Barbara Symington, impressed the 
audience at Burswood Theatre, the Open Morning, the Music Assembly and Finale 
Concert with their sensational plucking and playing.
The Hawthorn Hummers is our school choir and they are a dedicated group of 
85 students ranging from year 5 to year 7. They worked hard earlier this year to 
entertain the audience at Burswood Theatre singing a medley of songs from Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, featuring Ashley Stocks starring as Willy Wonka. They 
looked and sounded fantastic. The choir parents did a sensational job of making 
their colourful costumes. The Hummers also added joy with their singing at the 
ANZAC Service, the Open Morning, the Music Assembly and the Finale Concert.

At our Music Assembly this year we 
sang this year’s Music: “Count Us In” 
song along with over 500,000 people 
across Australia, celebrating music 
education. Here are some words from 
the song, which reflects how music 
brings us together:
“Singing with one voice, nothing can 
ever stop us or hold us down. And 
though we may fall out of time, the 
rhythm’s there for all of us to find.”
Rock on Mt Hawthorn!

Music 2012
Mrs Hardman, Music Specialist

The school’s senior swimming carnival 
was held at Challenge Stadium on the 
7th March. It was a very exciting and 
tense day, as the reigning champions, 
Axford, finished behind Menzies and 
Shakespeare. 

The results at the end of the day were:
 1st  Menzies
 2nd Shakespeare
 3rd Axford 
 4th  Braithwaite

Swimming Carnival

As well as the swimming races, students participated in a variety of aquatic games 
in the diving pool.   by Annabelle Gleeson and Indira Savory

On April 3rd Mt Hawthorn participated in our region’s Interschool swimming carnival. 
Along with Mt Hawthorn were Kapinara Primary, Wembley Downs Primary, City Beach 
Primary, Floreat Primary and Woodvale Primary. Mt Hawthorn showed off their impressive 
swimming skills; placing in many events and supporting the other schools with their 
wonderful sportsmanship. At the end of the day, Mt Hawthorn took out 1st place. The 
team captains, Tylah and Jake, accepted the regional shield on behalf of the school. 

Interschool Swimming Carnival



The Year 7 camp at Ern Halliday was 
terrific. It was a fantastic way to make 
new friends and challenging but great 
fun. Many students even faced their 
fear of height on the Big Swing and the 
Flying Fox. We had delicious food and 
comfortable accommodation. It was 
definitely worth going on camp. We 
swam at the beach and trekked through 

the bush. One of the best things we 
did at camp was the Talent Contest. 
There were lots of hilarious and talented 
acts performed that night. It was a fun 
experience for everyone that went and 
one we will never forget. 
by Alesha Finlay

Year 7 Camp
Year 7, Mr Lawrence & Mrs Fletcher

A Day on Rottnest
Year 7, Mr Lawrence & Mrs Fletcher

On the 9th of March 2012, the Year 7’s travelled to Rottnest Island for the day to learn about the island, its history and its flora 
and fauna. The class met at Hillary’s Boat Harbour at 7am to catch the early morning ferry to the island. When we arrived on 
Rottnest, we quickly got our bearings before being assigned to groups and beginning some marvellous and interesting activities. 
Initially we participated in a “History Walk” led by Mrs Fletcher, learning new facts about the island’s history at every stop.
Other excursions included a trip to the salt lakes to learn about the Sea Monkeys, which are actually small crustaceans! These 
tiny red creatures were captured from small rock pools that had been their home for thousands of years. After examining these 
creatures we returned them to their habitat.  

Lunch included many delicious items bought from the cafes and bakeries on the island which were 
enjoyed by all. Our final excursion for the day was a tram ride over a rickety old track, which led us to 
a labyrinth of dark tunnels containing guns from World War Two. Before heading home, we all had a 
paddled in the water to cool our feet before heading back to Perth on the afternoon ferry. 

Every year the Year 7 Students at Mt 
Hawthorn Primary get the opportunity 
to be in the Young Innovators Challenge. 
This program includes many activities 
like inventing your own product and 

then making it. Throughout this process 
we do many reports, market research 
activities and scientific investigations. 
Our Young Innovators product must 
be made out of an Australian primary 
product and after we have chosen 
our product we design and make our 
invention.
The Young Innovators of the Year 
Competition has been running at Mt 
Hawthorn Primary School for 10 years 
and was known as the Value Added 

Quest until it changed last year. After 
we have done all of the research on 
our product we send letters to different 
companies around Australia and ask for 
their feedback on how buyers would 

receive our 
new product.
We learn 
many skills on 
how to make 
a product 
sellable and 
who our 
target market 
would be. We 

analyse our research and also graph 
some of our information. Once we have 
perfected our product we learn how 
to create advertisements to sell our 
product through radio, websites and TV 
and print advertising.
All of our completed work is presented 
to the judges in a portfolio. This is when 
we wait in anticipation for the winners 
to be announced. Well done Year 7s! 
by Niamh O’Brien

Young Innovators
Year 7, Mr Lawrence & Mrs Fletcher


