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DALE MACKESEY

It has been a pleasure to return to my role at Mount
Hawthorn Primary School (MHPS) this year and
reconnect with the school community. I would like
to acknowledge the efforts of both Ms Carol Selley
and Mr Matthew Jarman in my absence. It has been
another productive year with MHPS offering a full
and varied curriculum.
As an Independent Public School (IPS) the school
has undergone its three yearly scheduled review
conducted by a team from the former Department
of Education Services. The purpose of the review is to
verify self-review processes and conclusions against
the Delivery Performance Agreement (DPA) and
business plan commitments. Reviewers gained an
understanding of school context, strategic directions
since 2015 and operations as IPS in a cluster model.
The report will form the basis for setting the
strategic direction for the school over the next three
years, which will be outlined in the 2018 – 2020
Business Plan. The plan will be developed in 2018
in consultation with the Schools Board. The report
will be made available to the school community and
shared with the Schools Board. Included in the 2017
Annual Report is the school’s self-assessment against
targets set out in the 2015 – 2017 Business Plan and
data from the 2017 school year.
The Leadership Team and Curriculum Leaders are
continuing to develop and review whole-school
processes to address priority areas identified by
rigorous analysis of academic and non-academic
data. This focus has commenced with addressing
longitudinal trends in writing by establishing wholeschool approaches which include Talk 4 Writing. This
work is ongoing with a review of whole-school plans
in Mathematics to be addressed in 2018.
Our school continues to boast a continuous record of
highly successful academic achievements enriched
by specialist teachers’ programs in Italian, music,
visual arts, physical education and library. The school
features a wide range of extra-curricular activities
which are outlined in the pages of the Annual
Report.
Our team has embraced the priority area of Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Music (STEAM) and
sees it as an opportunity to address the target of

increasing the percentage of students achieving in
the top 20%. Evidence of our outstanding reputation
in curriculum leadership includes the school being
appointed as a Teacher Development School (TDS).
As a TDS, MHPS best practice is utilised by other
schools though significant contributions at Network
Level.
The learning environment at the school is supported

by comprehensive policies which are reviewed as
part of the self-assessment cycle. Our school is also
fortunate to be co-located with the Mount Hawthorn
Education Support Centre (MHESC) on site. The
integration between the schools is valued by the
school community and there are many benefits to
both school environments.
Leadership at MHPS is distributed with a new
focus on further developing Curriculum Leaders
from aspirants within the staff. Our school’s success
in developing Curriculum Leaders is evidenced
by the 8 Level 3 staff members together with a
comprehensive mentoring program for aspirant staff
members. The school also has a Student Leadership
Program which sets the tone and expected
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standards for all students.
Mount Hawthorn Primary School places great
importance on the integration of ICT into all
curriculum areas, with fully-networked computer
facilities and interactive electronic whiteboards in
every classroom, and access to tablets and televisions
ensuring that all students have the opportunity to
work with current technology.
The School’s Board and P&C are integral to assisting

in catering for the sustained growth of enrolments
experienced over the past ten years, for which
we have a comprehensive enrolment process in
line with Department guidelines. Paralleling our
enrolment strategy, we have made careful plans to
ensure new facilities will closely reflect the needs
of the school and create the best possible learning
environment.
Enjoy the publication and I look forward to working
with the school community in 2018.

business plan self-review
2015-2017

Priority 1: Success for all Students – Curriculum Differentiation

GOAL: Enable students to achieve success, reach their potential and develop essential skills in a creative,
innovative and resourceful way, through varied differentiated opportunities.
Achieving and sustainable

On-track - sustainability evident

Progress but not currently sustainable

Key Objective 1 High Achievement and Progress
1.1A

Maintain our performance with like schools in NAPLAN student achievement data.

1.1B

Continue to maintain the NAPLAN Reading & Numeracy school means as well above
the Australian mean.

1.1C

Students in Pre-primary progress 0.5 – 1.0 progression point in Pre-primary year.

1.1D

Raise the percentage of students who achieve ‘consistently’ to 85% for perseverance.

1.1E

Raise the percentage of students who achieve ‘consistently’ to 80% for working to
the best of their ability.
Key Objective 2: Academic extension and enrichment opportunities

1.2A

Increase number of students in the top 20% in NAPLAN.

1.2B

Opportunities are provided for students to showcase learning and achievement in
the community.

1.2C

Specialist programs continue to enhance student potential.
Key Objective 3: Dedication to special needs and Students At Educational Risk
(SAER)

1.3A

Students with an Individual Education Plan will be equal to or above their
achievement and predicted progress.
Key Objective 4: Strong support for student care, wellbeing and safety

1.4A

Raise the percentage of students who achieve ‘consistently’ or ‘often’ in Attitude,
Behaviour and Effort in report data.

1.4B

Maintain consistently high levels of student attendance and punctuality.

Priority 2: Distinctive Schools - Connection, Challenge, Community

GOAL: Enrich learning and support students through strategic alliances and develop key partnerships in a
consultative, responsive and respectful way.
Key Objective: 1. Enhance student and staff connections with local and
international community
2.1A

Maintain and improve student, parent and staff satisfaction at 80%.
Key Objective 2: Cluster school – Education Support Centre (ESC) and MHPS

2.2A

Maintain and strengthen partnerships with ESC and high satisfaction level with
programs.
Key Objective 3: High student and community satisfaction

2.3A

Maintain and improve student, parent and staff satisfaction at 80% or over.

Priority 3: High-Quality Teaching and Leadership – High Quality Teaching and Learning

GOAL: Provide support for educators to deliver high quality and innovative teaching, assessment and
reporting practices through access to professional learning, performance management and shared processes
to manage and implement local, state and national educational change and reforms.

Key Objective 1: High performance on State and National Standards (students and
staff)
3.1A

All staff self-reflect on their professional practice for continuous improvement (e.g.
AITSL professional standards and evidence-based research).

3.1B

K- 2 workforce reflects ECE qualifications
Key Objective 2: Alignment to national curriculum and funding reforms

3.2A

Teaching staff self-reflect on their professional practice for continuous improvement
(e.g. AITSL professional standards and evidence –based research).

3.2B

All staff 20 hours of PL (TRBWA).
Key Objective 3: Enhance staff professional development and learning

3.3A

Self-assessment processes used by all staff to improve practice.

3.3B

TDS status 2015 - increase members and capacity.

3.3C

Support staff to gain key leadership roles.
Key Objective 4: Provide a learning environment that promotes excellence in
teaching and learning

3.4A

NQS Standard 3 – At standard.

3.4B

Evidence that students are engaging in self-reflection and goal-setting to identify
their strengths and focus areas.

Priority 4: A Capable and Responsive Organisation – MHPS will be responsive and
managed against outcomes, priorities and targets; and technology, research and
innovation will be used to drive change.

GOAL: In our pursuit of excellence and equity for each student we will use our autonomy to personalise
teaching and learning, meet the needs of students and the expectations of the community. We will continue
to explore different ways of working to further advance each student.
Key Objective 1: Comply with Department and Government policy and legislative
requirements
4.1A

Full implementation of the Western Australian Curriculum Phase 1.

4.1B

Teaching staff work toward full implementation of Phase 2-3 as applicable and
timeline
Key Objective 2: Deliver strategic infrastructure, information and communication
to provide contemporary learning environments

4.2A

School Site: Evidence of enhancements to the environment by means of planned
and documented improvements.
Key Objective 3: Equitable, transparent and flexible school resourcing

4.3A

Learning area resources purchased to ensure whole-school planning targets are met.
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Schools board

MICHAEL JENKIN, CHAIR
The Board’s structure

What has the Board been up to recently?

The Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board is a
Joint School Council that serves both the Mount
Hawthorn Primary School and the Mount Hawthorn
Education Support Centre. The Board has a
maximum of 15 members made up as follows:
• 2 x Principals (members by virtue of their
positions);
• 7 x Parent representativess (elected by parents
of students at the Schools);
• 5 x Staff representatives (elected by staff of the
Schools); and
• 1 x Community representative
Information about Board members can be found
in the “Board” section of of the Mount Hawthorn
Primary School website. The Board is governed by
the School Education Act 1999 (“The Act”) and by
its Terms of Reference. Board members are also
required to observe the Board’s Code of Conduct.
Copies of all of these documents are are available on
the website.

2017 has been another busy year. Some of the
things your Board has been working on include:
• preparing for, and participating in, the IPS
review process in November 2017;
• working with the City of Vincent to monitor the
traffic plan for the campus;
• conducting a community forum dealing with
unauthorised after-hours use of the campus;
• conducting surveys of the parents and student
communities;
• strengthening links with community groups
including the Mount Hawthorn Hub;
• further strengthening the relationship between
the two Schools;
• monitoring the budgets of both schools;
• reviewing the school policies;
• participating in committees dealing with each
of the MHPS priority areas;
• preparing guidelines for Board elections;
• strong advocacy for school facilities (Preprimary/classroom block); and
• liaising with our local State member and
officers from the Department of Education.
As noted briefly above, the Board successfully
lobbied local members of Parliament and the
Minister for Education to secure funding for the
two-storey, seven-classroom block to built on the
Scarborough Beach Road frontage of the campus.
This new facility, which will be operational by the
start of the 2019 year, will provide much needed
classrooms and facilities for our ever-growing student
population. The landscape plan proposed by the
Department will see the planting of mature trees
and the innovative use of play spaces.

The Board’s role
The Board’s role is clearly set out in the Act. We
are required to help the schools deliver a quality
educational experience to our children by:
• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities
and policies of the schools;
• reviewing and endorsing school budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our schools in
achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our schools within the community.
Importantly, the Act specifically prevents the Board
from getting involved in the day-to-day management
and/or control of the schools. One way to think about
the Board’s functions is to use an overseas holiday
as an example. In that context, the Board decides
where the holiday will be (i.e.: sets the goals) and
the principals of each school decide which travel
company to use and what airline to fly with (i.e.:
deal with the management and operational issues
necessary to achieve the set goals).

Board meetings
Your Board meets four times during the year on
a Wednesday evening. All our meetings are open
and we warmly welcome you to come along. For
meeting dates, agendas and minutes. Please see the
“Board” section of the Website. We look forward to
seeing you at one of our meetings in 2018!

p&C report

SCOTT YELLAND, PRESIDENT
I can’t believe another year has flown by. And what
a year it’s been! I recall writing in my report last year
that there would be fewer activities in 2017 as it was
a ‘Fair Year’ – and for the most part that was true.
But it would also be true to say that the amount of
work that the fair generates is probably equal to or
more than a couple of years’ worth of general P&C
activities. I’ll discuss the fair later, but first let’s have
a look at what else happened in the P&C world this
year.
2017 kicked off with a ‘new’ Principal. I say ‘new’

because of course Dale is the proverbial prodigal
son of Mt Hawthorn Primary School. He left us but
has now returned and we welcomed him back
with open arms. And then we set about creating so
much work for him that I often wonder if he regrets
coming back! But in all seriousness, in my short time
as President of the P&C, I’ve been fortunate to have
the counsel of three Principals (Carol, Matt and Dale)
and I can honestly say that each and every Principal
has been a passionate supporter of the school, the
students, the parent community and the community
in general. We are very lucky.

The role of the P&C is to be a conduit between
community and school, to raise funds that will
improve school facilities for students, and to provide
a voice for parents. Having an approachable and
supportive Principal makes my job, and that of
every P&C member, easier. Dale – thank you for your
support this year. Every term seems to throw up
something new and your support and advice this
year has been welcomed and greatly appreciated.
Our first event of 2017 was the Welcoming
Sundowner held on the school oval. What a great
afternoon and evening! We had Katie Hardman’s
band performing songs from my era (sorry kids!),
amazing food courtesy of one of our parents, Sarah
B, and the requisite sausage sizzle. The kids had a
great time and this all took place on the lush, green
lawn that the Grounds Committee spent countless
hours bringing up to a very high standard. It is a
credit to the Grounds Committee that the oval still
looks fantastic at the end of the school year!
The next big event of the year was the Kid’s Disco.
Another fantastic event with the kids dancing away
upstairs and the adults enjoying the watering hole
downstairs. Feedback from last year’s disco was
‘more dancing and less games!’ and that’s exactly
what happened. There was also plenty of delicious
food from the ‘fire engine’ wood fired pizza truck.
The P&C organise and run these events as a fun
night out for the kids and parents, not solely as a
fundraiser, however, if we make a profit this goes
straight back into supporting the school.
In October, we held the Old School Community Fair.
Wow, what an amazing event. The event attracted
thousands of people both local and outside of the
area, had ongoing entertainment over six hours
and on multiple stages, had school class stalls and
external stalls selling everything from pet rocks to
some of the best bread and pies I’ve ever tasted.
The Fair day also let kids try to dunk their teachers
in the dunk tank (yes it will definitely be into water
next time) and culminated in the Principal kissing a
cow! It’s hard to quantify just how many hours went
into planning this event but Sonia Siamos, Fair Chair,
and her team did an amazing job of planning and
executing this event to the highest possible standard.
Sonia, I can’t thank you enough. I would also like to
sincerely thank all of the Mount Hawthorn parents
who put in so many hours and so much work into
their class stalls.

Events aside, there are several crucial day to day
things that the P&C do. For example, school banking,
run by Rowena and scholastic book club, run by
Renae. We also have the following sub-committees:
• The Canteen: Open 5 days a week, where
food is predominantly homemade, has a low
additive policy, and eliminates all preservatives
where possible. Thank you Sarah and your
team for maintaining such a high standard of
food quality and for providing delicious food
for our kids.
• The Uniform Shop: Providing high quality, long
lasting and smart looking school uniforms.
Kat and Karen have the unenviable task of
maintain the ideal stock holding year-round to
ensure all the kids are fitted out in accordance
with our uniform policy.
• The Grounds Committee: This is the team that
transformed our oval from patchy to ‘Perth
Stadium’. But more than this, they also provide
input into the school’s landscaping plan as
well as organising busy bees for planting and
tidying of the school grounds. To Travis, Chris
and the team, thank you!
• The Safety Committee: This is a great initiative
that focuses on improving the safety for our
kids around the school grounds, such as traffic
management, as well as in the community via
the Safety House program. Karen and Julia,
you’re doing an awesome job!
• The Grants Committee: Amanda seeks out and
applies for appropriate community grants that
we can then use for specific projects. This helps
to relive some pressure on our fundraising.
Thanks Amanda, you’ve had some great wins
this year!
• The Fathering Project: This was a new initiative
in 2017, but a really important one. Steve
and Jools – you’ve run some great events this
year and the camp out in particular was an
amazing success. I can only see this getting
bigger and bigger! Parents, please visit
thefatheringproject.org for more information.
Lastly, I would like to thank the P&C Office Bearers.
These are the people with the fancy titles who have
some serious responsibilities when it comes to the
P&C and who, quite frankly, keep me in my place
and tell me what to do. Tracy (Vice President), Mary
(Secretary) and Rachelle (Treasurer) – I couldn’t
and wouldn’t do it without you. Thank you. This
year is Rachelle’s last year after 4 years of being the
treasurer so if there are any parents interested in this
voluntary position please let us know.
There are many people that make up ‘The P&C’.
Some of us have titles, many don’t. But we don’t
stand on ceremony - we’re all committed to the
common good. We are literally a group of parents
who spend some of our time trying our best to
improve the school facilities so that we can make
sure that our kids, and everyone else’s kids, get that
little bit extra. You don’t have to join the P&C to help
out, but if you can spare an hour or two, it would
really help.
Merry Christmas, happy holidays, and see you in
2018.

Mount Hawthorn primary school annual report 2017 page 5

the gingerbread man - talk 4 writing

KINDY GREEN, ORANGE, PURPLE & YELLOW - MRS SELL, MRS GIL DE
MATOS, MRS LEWIS & MRS SMART
Our Talk 4 Writing story for Term Four has been
“The Gingerbread Man”. We decided to find a way
to help the Gingerbread Man cross the river safely
so the fox wouldn’t eat him. We brainstormed ways
the Gingerbread Man could cross the river and the
children decided that it would be best to build him
a boat or a raft to help him across. We gathered a
variety of materials and discussed which materials
would float and sink using our knowledge gained
from previous floating and sinking experiments.
Some of the materials used were corks, bottle tops,
large popsticks and old CD’s. The children set to
work and many individual and creative design were
created. We had lots of fun testing our boats. Quite
a few made it safely across the river, but alas, some
poor Gingerbread Men unfortunately ended up very
soggy and wet.

During Talk for Writing sessions, Kindy Purple has
been using the Gingerbread Man to learn about
settings, characters and using adjectives to describe
these things.
These pictures show the children acting out the
Gingerbread Man in the setting of the river, with the
fox and the Gingerbread Man. The group photo was
taken when we went to Subiaco Oval with Kindy Red
and changed this setting from the river to the oval.
Kindy Yellow baked Gingerbread Men and learnt
about the importance of measuring when baking.
After only eating one bite of the gingerbread man,
we graphed what body part we each ate and made
comparisons of the columns using mathematical
language. The best part of all, was decorating our
second gingerbread man with yummy toppings!

health conscious kindy!
KINDY RED - MS ADLAM
Kindy Red are such a health conscious bunch! We
developed a voluntary routine whereby we use
our number of the day to count how many sips of
water we drink. We then count backwards from the
number to 0. Both our counting and water intake
have improved. Mrs. Fawcett and Ms. Adlam will
remember this class forever because of this and
many other wonderful reasons.

science week

KINDY BLUE - MS JACQUARD
Kindy Blue was abuzz with budding scientists in
August, we were very proud to have 100% of our
students contributing to the STEM challenge to
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rethink for our Future
Earth. As one child summed it up for all of us “if
we keep making too much rubbish the Earth will
explode!”
We also had a Mix and Make Scitech incursion for
all the kindy classes which saw the children helping
make puffy paint, a handmade lava lamp, a mega
bath bomb and chocolate brownies they enjoyed
tasting.
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Outdoor Classroom day

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 16, MISS WARD

On Thursday 7 September PP Room 16 participated in
the outdoor classroom day. This was a global campaign
to celebrate and inspire outdoor learning and play.
It was a day full of various activities that focussed on
meeting student learning outcomes through activities
using the outdoor environment. We had a variety
of activities to complete
after listening to the story,
including number and
sound hunts, obstacle
course creating, stick men
creating and many more
activities. Whilst having
fun, we were able to learn
independently or together
and improve our teamwork
and collaboration. Room 16
enjoyed the day outdoors and utilises as many opportunities as possible to take learning outside. The learning
that occurred whilst the students were ‘just having fun’ was incredible.

whiteman park

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 17, MRS TURNER

Room 17 had a fantastic excursion to
Whiteman Park on Wednesday 10 May. We got
on a very big bus (and put on our seatbelts!)
and off we went! First we went into the tractor
museum. When Jim turned on one of the
old tractors some of us laughed and some
of us blocked our ears! Next, we went to the
Transport Museum and rode the old buggy
and even a tram. It was a beautiful day so we
stopped for lunch and a play in the sunshine.
Finally, the most exciting part of our day was
the train ride. We spotted kangaroos and had
a great time cruising through Whiteman Park.
We were all pretty puffed on the way home but
it was an awesome day!

big questions

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 19, MRS SPENCER
During the year Room 19 has been very active seeking
answers to our many questions and have set out into
the school to answer them with our clipboards at
the ready. With team building and cooperation as
our focus we have set out once a week with different
quests! These have included “What 2D or 3D shapes
can we find in our natural environment?”, “Where
could a bear go to hibernate in our school?” and the
really big question of “How many of our Pre-Primary
friends like ice cream?” We also used our clipboards to
be able to go out into the school and create art work
such as a sketch of school buildings and the beautiful
portraits of Mrs Spencer. As the year has progressed
the children have developed their skills of listening,
questioning, persuading, respecting, helping, sharing
and participating. These skills developed while out
with our clipboards have also appeared during our
regular class interactions.

Hatchery project 2017

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 18, MISS GRACE
One day the Little Red Hen came to visit. She (with
the help of Farmer Rhonda ) left us 12 eggs to care
for. The very next day some of the eggs started to
crack. Room 18 suddenly had 12 little chicks to care
for!

With lots of love and cuddles we cared for the chicks
in class.
This Project was Eggcellent!!

green screens

PRE-PRIMARY, ROOM 15, MISS BARRETT
In Pre-primary we have been experimenting with Green
Screen technology. In Room 15, we incorporated this
with our Talk4Writing animal report unit. Our ‘hook’ was a
very special letter from Dr Bruce Webber from the CSIRO
asking us if we could help him by collecting some information on animals to assist with his research projects.
We painted pictures of our chosen animals and presented our research to the class in front of the Green
Screen. We also worked in groups to present information in a report format on koalas, crocodiles, ladybugs
and toucans. We showed these to Dr Webber, who came to visit at the end of our unit to share some very
interesting animal information and artefacts. After his visit, many of us decided we wanted to be scientists
when we grow up and we are now on the hunt in the playground for clues that might help us discover a new
species!
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steam

YEAR 1, ROOM 1, MISS PIZZINO

Term 3 set Room 1 flying as we embraced our inner
STEAMists by designing and making our own kites.
STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics. All these learning areas were
integrated into our kite-designing process. Inspired
by the wonders of what makes a kite fly, children
set to work in small groups working through the
Engineering Design Process which involved asking
questions to find out more, imagining, planning,
creating and improving our designs. Thanks to
our parent helpers for helping out during the
‘creating’ phase of the process in which children
got to construct and fly their kites. The kites looked
fabulous and the windy weather was optimal for
kite flying. The students had a lot of fun producing
some innovative designs. They reflected on their
learning through the eyes of young engineers and
inventors, and thought of new ways to improve their
kite designs for the future. Miss Pizzino was amazed
at how the children in Room 1 worked cooperatively
and enthusiastically within their teams to complete
the STEAM challenge.

kayana wildlife centre

YEAR 1, ROOM 14, MISS VEARING
Have you ever touched the spines of an echidna??
THE STUDENTS IN ROOM 14 HAVE!
Room 14 had an amazing adventure out at Kanyana
Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, in the Lesmurdie hills.
Our adventure started as we boarded the coaches
and started our long drive out to the hills. It was
great fun looking out at all of the farms, playing I Spy
for animals and even getting to see dinosaurs along
the way!!!
Once we arrived at Kanyana, we were fascinated by
the many animals that we were lucky enough to
meet, learn about and even touch! You could hear a
pin drop as we listened carefully to how the animals
were rescued and what we could do if we ever found
an injured animal on the side of the road.

anzac cottage

YEAR 1, ROOM 4, MRS LEONZINI &
MRS MILES

In the last week of Term 1, Room 4 visited Anzac
Cottage as part of our History Program. We were
welcomed by Mrs Chapple, whose family lived in
Anzac Cottage when it was first built in 1916.

Mrs Chapple told us many fascinating stories and facts
about the cottage and her family. We found it very
interesting looking through their tools and utensils
from the past, trying to work out what they were used
for and comparing them with the things we use today.
We discovered that some tools were still being used
today and others had been replaced by tools that
made it much easier for us to complete tasks. It was
a great opportunity to reflect on the past and how
aspects of our daily lives have changed over time.

After a huge morning of learning, we set off back to
school where you would imagine all of the students
would be quiet after a tiring morning – not us
though!! There was an exciting buzz of conversations
between students as we discussed what we had
seen, touched and, most importantly, learnt!!!

aboriginal studies

YEAR 1, ROOM 10, MISS RAMPAL &
MISS MUIRHEAD
Room 10 has embraced Aboriginal cultures this year
both in the classroom as well as sharing this with
the school. We started our studies with a visit from
a local Aboriginal expert who wowed us with his
knowledge about Aboriginal lifestyle, local plants,
traditional medicines, and handmade tools. Some
students even got to dress up in real kangaroo skins
that were used for warmth and protection. We
were amazed with the ingenious ways that some
indigenous people continue to use the land to live a
sustainable lifestyle.
We then delved into Dreamtime stories focusing
specifically on the Western Australian story of The
Waagle. This was integrated into our Talk4Writing
program, history, art, numeracy and literacy,
culminating in our assembly item.
Here is what our students had to say about our unit:
“I liked that he showed us the red fruit and when he
let us have a feel of the kangaroo skin.” Annabelle
“I liked when we got to hold the snake up at the
start of the assembly. I like that I got a long part to
speak at the assembly. I got to say the Welcome to
Country.” Zeke
“My favorite part of the Talk4Writing story was when
we got to learn the actions. I liked the snake. I got to
wave the snake up and down at the assembly.” Max
“The Rainbow Snake Aboriginal story was my
favourite book.” Oliver
Aboriginal education and cultural awareness is
so important for us to learn about, celebrate and
understand. At Mount Hawthorn Primary School we
celebrate all cultures, especially our Noongar people,
and love learning about their ancient teachings and
way of life.

steamists

YEAR 1, ROOM 12, MRS RUSSELL &
MRS TERRY

Room 12 students have been designing and creating
many projects this year. As in integrated subject the
students participate in STEAM.
STEAM stands for Science Technology Engendering
Arts and Mathematics. Many of the children created
STEAM projects and considered our future Earth
during Science Week. They made considerations to upcycling something they would normally have thrown
away. Students were presented another problem and
they needed to create flying machines and parachutes
as one of their STEAM projects. Grandma Poss (from
Possum Magic) came to Room 12 with a letter and
she needed some help. The students followed the
Mount Hawthorn Design Process and faced challenges
along their design journey.
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wind vanes

YEAR 2, ROOM 3, MISS WEBB &
MRS EMERY

Here are some of the wind vanes we made for our
Year 2 STEAM project for Design and Technology.

geography in room 8

YEAR 2, ROOM 8, MRS PSALTISWATKINS & MRS COOTE

This semester our children have been busily engaged
in geography and learning about our connections to
our local community of Mount Hawthorn, our City of
Perth, our State of Western Australia, our country of
Australia and our World. Our assembly was based on
this and we had a lot of fun learning about the seven
continents and our family connections to the world.
For our assembly we sang a continents song, recited
a poem and each of us had a chance to practise
our speaking skills on the microphone, where we
explained our connections and how we stay in touch
with friends and family. This was an exciting time
in our class, where we all took responsibility for our
learning and investigated, devised and found out
answers to questions we formulated. We are a very
multicultural class and we respect and embrace the
differences amongst us. It has been a time of growth
and understanding and has promoted tolerance for
each other in all aspects of our learning.
Both Mrs Coote and Mrs Watkins are proud of the
way we have conducted ourselves throughout this
learning journey.

tamala park

YEAR 2, ROOM 6, MRS EMERY
Do you know where your rubbish goes after you
put it in the bin? Well, our class found out when we
visited Tamala Park early this year.
When we first arrived we met Peg, our tour guide.
Then off we went for a drive around the facility.
First we visited the Tip Shop where we saw secondhand things that were for sale. There were sinks,
sofas, toys, bikes, TVs, furniture and lots of other
things. There was plenty to choose from.
In another section we saw dangerous toxic
substances that need special handling, such as
paint, batteries, oil and pesticides. You shouldn’t put
these into your bin as they soak into the ground and
poison the environment.
Next we went up to the big pit. The bus had to be
weighed before we could go past. At the big pit we
saw garbage trucks tipping out rubbish and bobcats
spreading it out flat. There were hundreds of birds
circling in the sky looking for scraps to eat. Before we
left the area, our bus had to be weighed again. We
hadn’t left any rubbish, so we didn’t have to pay any
money.
Soon it was time to head to the Education Centre for
morning tea and a chance to stretch our legs. There
were crafty creatures made from old junk. It was
fun to feel the earthworms, to explore the vegetable
garden and to play on the musical instruments
made from old bits and pieces. Peg taught us how
to reduce our waste by reusing and recycling.
Our final task was to find all the aluminium cans
that were hidden around the centre. Did you know
that they can be recycled over and over again. So the
next time you have an empty can, don’t throw it in
the rubbish bin. Put it in the recycling bin so it can
be crushed down, rolled flat and then made into a
brand new can.
All too soon, it was time to go back to school. We
had a great time and it was a wonderful way to learn
about rubbish.

tiddalik

YEAR 2, ROOM 7, MISS REEVE
During Term 3, Room 7 students enthusiastically
embraced our Talk4Writing unit of work, sharing
the narrative text they were learning with a special
audience at their sensational assembly.
It all started in the first week of Term 3 when the
Room 7 students came back from sport and library
to find their drink bottles were ALL empty! Shock,
excitement and confusion filled the classroom as the
children used their detective skills to try and figure
out what had happened to the water in their water
bottles.
However, it wasn’t until the children sat down in
front of the new Primary Teaching Unit (thanks
to the P&C!) that they found a story attached to a
green frog. The story was about a greedy frog called
Tiddalik who lived in the hot Australian bush near a
beautiful sparkling billabong. One day he was very
thirsty and he drank all the water from the billabong,
leaving all the other animals with nothing to drink.
The students soon uncovered that it must have been
greedy Tiddalik who had sneaked into Room 7 and
drank all the water!
Over the term students studied the Aboriginal
Dreamtime story, Tiddalik the Frog. They learnt to
recite the text orally using a story map and actions,
participated in activities focusing on descriptive
language, character flaws and similes, and innovated
the Tiddalik text to create class and individual
character flaw tales.
As a class we brainstormed ideas for how we could
integrate dialogue into the story of Tiddalik the Frog
to make a fantastic assembly item. And we did! On
the day of the assembly, Room 7 students were
transformed into wombats, echidnas, kookaburras,
snakes, frogs and exceptional narrators. The stage
was alive with colour thanks to the hard work of
the wonderful parents of Room 7, who made the
backdrop, props and costumes. As a superstar team
the children executed the performance of Tiddalik
and had an exhilarating time performing it to the
Mount Hawthorn Primary School community.

future earth

YEAR 2, ROOM 11, MRS BODYCOAT &
MRS LEWIS
The students in Year 2 Room 11 have participated in
a wide variety of cross-curricular and specific STEAM
activities this Year.
The ‘FUTURE EARTH’ science and technology
challenge competition was enthusiastically
embraced by the students, and many interesting and
ingenious entries were submitted. The winner was
chosen by the democratic process of one paddle
pop stick/one vote! After three rounds of elimination
voting the winning entry was a working model of a
water ,purifier designed by Quinn.
Part of our mathematics studies in Term 2 was to use
our knowledge of 3D shapes and create models of
square based pyramids, cubes and triangular prisms
using little wooden sticks and playdough.
We have used the Galaxy tablets throughout the year
to practise and complete mathematics and spelling
assignments. But in Term 2 (once we knew our way
around the Galaxy tablets) we were introduced to
ScratchJnr and the exciting world of coding! We
learned how to use and modify programming blocks
to make characters move, jump, dance, sing and
generally come to life!
“I’m the winner of the STEAM
challenge and I got my idea
from Google it’s a thing that
can take dirty water and
make it clean water again.”Quinn
“I used sound and motion
blocks and a start again block
to make characters dance”. Gabby
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love the library
MRS MCKENZIE

Everyone loves the Harbeck Library! The hub of the
school, a haven from the hustle and bustle, the
library is the place where our imaginations soar
and all the mysteries and wonders of the world can
be explored… OR just find a great joke book! The
Harbeck Library is the place to be.
Weekly, 29 library classes, 800+ borrowers including
kindy, bulk loans, teacher resources catalogued and
borrowed, running scanners charged, BeBots, Osmos
and robots charged and shared, and the simple
requests of please can I have a book about “Making
Smoothies” or “Deadly And Dangerous Creatures”
and is the new Treehouse book in yet? The Harbeck
Library is the place to be!
PP- Y2 computer classes, Board meetings, staff
meetings, P&C meetings, computer club, school
banking, OSCA, the Fathering Project, Toast Masters,
the fabulous Alfresco library for lunch and recess
and quiet moments to play chess: etc. etc. etc. The
Harbeck Library is the place to be!
BOOK WEEK! The Harbeck Library is definitely the
place to be!
The 2017 Book Week theme was “Escape to
Everywhere” and children enjoyed escapes to
Hogwarts, a golden ticket to a chocolate factory,
through a cupboard into Narnia, and hilariously,
the library staff all enjoyed a day dressed as Captain
Underpants for the amazing annual dress-up parade.
Mount Hawthorn loves a dress-up and we all “love
the library.”
Mount Hawthorn voted “Chip” a wonderful story
about an aerobatic seagull as the Best Book Week
Book and we wrote to Kylie Howarth, the author,
who replied that it was even more fabulous to be
voted by the children than to win the Children’s
Book Council award.
Love the Library!

Visiting authors inspired us all to read, to write and
to share a love of books. A life-long love of books
inspired by Raewyn Caisley and Cristy Burne right
there in our library. And so many of our children
love to read, and they love to read a book, not on
their tablets (save that for the holidays), they love to
borrow, to read, to share an actual book. You should
see the Year 6’s “speed date a book” and see the
fabulous dates they choose: they are discerning. The
Harbeck Library is the place to date!
In March, Madeleine Galbraith and Deanna Richards
won a Special Commendation for their excellent
work on Margaret Kindergarten History for the City
of Vincent Archive Project. We were all so proud!
Many of you will have enjoyed some of this work
showcased at the school fair.
We wish to thank Madeleine Galbraith, our
wonderful librarian who, after many fabulous years,
has moved on. Her vision can be seen in every corner
of the library, and the alfresco library, and in many
parts of our school. Mad has inspired what we call:
“our library addiction.” The Harbeck Library is the
place to be!
Love the Library!

italian

SIGNORA MONISSE, LOTE SPECIALIST
Italian has been full of many exciting events this year
which focussed on students using their language
skills in a purposeful context. One of the most
popular topics has been “Io e la mia Comunità
whereby students visited the local gelataria
“Affogato” on Scarborough Beach Road, Mount
Hawthorn and ordered gelato using their newly
acquired language skills.
A lot of planning and preparation went into the
excursion beforehand; students researched the
various gelato and sorbetto flavours available and
then performed role-plays. Alberto and Lucia, our
Italian Assistants then helped the students with their
pronunciation and fluency. Students were warmly
greeted by Mario and Franco and were excited to
use their Italian as if they were in Italy. A memorable
excursion enjoyed by all – BUON APPETITO!
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scitech

YEAR 3, ROOM 26, MRS KALEBIC & MRS HOGG

On Monday 22 May all of the Year 3 students went to Scitech. First we went to
the Planetarium, which is a gigantic room with screens as walls. It was scary
because it felt like you were moving when you weren’t. Before they put the videos
on they turned the screens red so our eyes could adjust to the darkness easily.
We watched a video called TILT, which was about the four seasons, and another
interesting video about space.
Next we went to Scitech to watch a show about light. Kaleb was the person
who ran the show and he showed us some tricks with fire by popping balloons.
He showed us some laser light tricks as well as ultraviolet light, which made the
colour white glow. Some parent helpers were wearing mostly white and their
t-shirts were glowing.
After that we explored Scitech. We had to stay with our group but we were
allowed to decide which activities we did. Most groups went to an activity called
Who Dunnit which involved us conducting an investigation, using the forensic
techniques police use, to solve the crime. There were lots of stations we had to
go to before we could work out who did it. Finally we went back to school on
a bus and it was lunch time. We ate lunch then went back to class to do some
work. We had a great time and would like to thank Mrs Murphy for organising the
excursion for all of the Year 3 students. by Marlon and Lily

aqwa

YEAR 3, ROOM 33, MRS MURPHY & MS BREEN

In Term 3 the Year 3 classes were learning about the oceans, so
off we went to AQWA to investigate our wonderful coastline and
the animals that live there.
The teachers were a little worried about the weather because
it was looking a little grey and gloomy when we left, but Mrs
Williams lead the chant of “It will not rain on us, it will not rain on
us” and to our delight, we were able to have recess and lunch on
the lawn outside AQWA. Lots of people ran around and played ‘it’
on the hills.
We had lots of wonderful parent helpers who took us around in
groups and helped us discover a huge array of unusual species.
We were amazed by the size of the stingrays and sharks, floating
gracefully above our heads as we walked along the underwater
tunnel.

The jellyfish looked spectacular and they shone their luminescent light against the dark blue background of
their tank. They floated like clouds on a soft gentle breeze.
The touch pool was a huge hit with every group. It was filled with starfish, sea urchins, sea cucumbers,
stingrays and little friendly sharks. We rolled our sleeves up and felt the slime of the little creatures. A lot of
the animals hid because they were used to a lot of curious hands, but some didn’t mind and were playful
and inquisitive about us.
Next to the touch pool was a little tank that was like a hospital for sick and injured creatures. There was a
small turtle that was washed up at Coral Bay and now it was in rehabilitation there. If we visit AQWA again
we may find it either in an exhibit or perhaps they will have released it into the wild again.
We looked at an exhibit called the Danger Zone. It was dark and the tanks contained all sorts of lethal
animals such as sea snakes, blue ringed octopuses, puffer fish, stone fish and cone fish. It’s incredible to be
that close to those dangerous animals. We read all about how they camouflage and protect themselves from
predators. Some of them looked quite strange.
To top off the day when we got back to school the ladies in the office told us that someone from the public
was there with her toddler when the Year 3’s were there and she rang the school to comment on how
wonderful our school was and what great manners the children had. The overall impression of the day was
that we learnt a lot, some animals look and do creepy and gross stuff, but they’re fascinating too. The world
beneath the waves is truly mysterious and beautiful and we enjoyed our experience.
by Room 33

mt hawthorn historical walk

YEAR 3, ROOM 41, MRS WILLIAMS & MRS HOGG
On Monday 23 October, the MHPS Year 3 classes went for a very long
and fast walk around Mount Hawthorn to look at some of the historical
sites that are found in our great suburb.
Mrs Williams told us about the history of some parks, buildings and
people in and from Mount Hawthorn.
Our school started as Mount Hawthorn School in 1906 and 43 children
went to the Congregational Church Hall where the Dome cafe is now.
When the school had too many children, a new school was built in
1908 which is the senior block of our school now. There were too many
children in the senior block, so the junior block was built in 1938 which
was called the Mount Hawthorn Infants School. The school canteen, right
on the edge of our school oval, on Woodstock St, is now Charlie’s house.
Charlie’s great, great grandfather used to deliver milk in his horse and
cart from the dairy farm in Osborne Park along Anzac Rd to Cartwright’s
Dairy and Iceworks in Coogee St (where the Paddington townhouses are
now). Anzac Rd used to have wooden planks all along it all the way to
Scarborough.
Across the road from the dairy was the General Store where they sold everything people needed to use.
The Oxford Hotel (built in 1904) and the Paddington Hotel (built in 1932) used to be homes for single,
working men from the country who came to the city to get a job. They would rent a room upstairs and for a
small amount of money, they would get an evening meal included.
The Bodhi Bookstore on Oxford St used to be the Ritz Movie Theatre back in the 1930s which would fit 1200
people inside. During summer, there was an outdoor cinema at Axford Park where they could fit 500 people.
Axford Park was named after a famous Mount Hawthorn man called Thomas Axford who fought in WWI. He
saved his platoon from being captured and killed by the Germans. He won the Victoria Cross for his bravery.
We visited Anzac Cottage which was built in one day by volunteer tradesmen. Private John Porter was the
first soldier (from Perth) to return from the war and he was given the house to live in.
Trams used to run all the way from Oxford St to the end of Scarborough Beach Rd. Did you know that in
1925 a tram derailed (near where Antedote is now) and nearly crashed into a house nearby?! That was a
close miss!
Many people think that Menzies Oval is named after a famous Australian prime minister BUT it’s not! It is
named after a very hard working Perth City Councillor, Peter Menzies, who over many years established many
suburbs such as Mount Hawthorn, North Perth and Highgate. He lived in Fairfield St where Finlay, Marcella
and Francesca live. How cool!
It was a tiring three hours but a great experience because we learnt so much about the suburb we live in!
Mount Hawthorn is awesome! by the children in Year 3, Room 41

the fisherman and his wife
YEAR 3, ROOM 36, MR NORMAN

Recently at MHPS we have been implementing our new Talk4Writing
Program which the students in Room 36 have absolutely loved doing!
We learned the narrative tale of a fisherman who catches a magical
fish that grants him wishes. However his wife is greedy and wishes for
ridiculous things. Eventually the fish gets fed up and cancels all the
wishes and the couple go back to where they started having learned
a moral lesson. The students were exposed to a variety of writing
techniques as well as visual learning strategies to remember the text.
At the end of the unit of work the students completed their own story
of someone who found a magical object and how it changed their
lives and where able to compare their writing from the beginning of
the unit to what they are capable of now.

Marathon Running

This year room 36 has been on the front foot with their marathon running. As part of our fitness program
and trialling the new barcode system thanks to the PE department we have had several students reach their
100km goal in only two terms of running. A massive congratulations to Harry who was the first student in the
school to complete the marathon, he was closely followed by Jack and Ben.
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Paper bag talks

YEAR 4, ROOM 24, MRS JESSON & MRS KIDDLE

In Term 3, just before Book Week, the Year 4’s
presented a Paper Bag Talk to their class. The
Paper Bag Talk required the students to choose
a book, decorate their paper bag and finally
choose five objects that represented a part in
the novel. Some students even dressed up as a
character from the book for the occasion. Then
each student performed an oral presentation of
their book.

The Paper Bag Talk was an entertaining learning
experience for everybody and it was a fun
challenge trying to persuade classmates to
guess which book they had chosen. Everyone
did an amazing job and had a great experience
in creating and watching the Paper Bag
presentations this year. by Frankie

science week

YEAR 4, ROOM 40, MR PEARSON & MRS KIDDLE

During Science Week we were fortunate
enough to have two parents of Year 4
students visit our class.
Karine Evesque (Louis’ mum) and Mark
Watters (Ava’s dad). Both are engineers and
work at Woodside Oil and Gas.
After an introduction, the class viewed a short
video on how oil and gas are formed and how
they are found. We learnt that it is formed
from the remains of plants and animals—
that’s why oil and gas are called fossil fuels.
Hundreds of millions of years ago, prehistoric
plant and animal remains settled into the
seas along with sand, silt and rocks.
We learnt that fossils buried in the ground
turn into gas and that it costs up to 50 million
dollars to drill one well. It takes approximately
100 people to be involved in the process and
work on one rig at a time. It takes up to 90
days to drill a well.
So the importance of getting the drilling
process right is high with so much at stake.
The geologists’ most common way of finding
oil and gas beneath the Earth’s surface is
to use seismology, creating shock waves
that pass through hidden rock layers and
interpreting the waves that are reflected back
to the surface.

The students then had an experience in becoming drilling engineers. They made their own squashed
reservoir sandwich. Using slices of bread to replicate layers of the Earth, random dobs of vegemite were
placed between the layers of bread to replicate the oil and randomly placed M&M’s [the ones that weren’t
eaten! ] replicated the fossils / gas reserves.
Armed with straws (drilling devices) and working in groups the students then drilled into the reservoir
sandwich and pulled the straw out to explore what they had drilled. Did they get lucky and discover gas and/
or oil or did they discover just layers of Earth in their drill.
The class really enjoyed learning about oil and gas and how they are found. They especially enjoyed the
hands-on drilling activity.

zoo trip

YEAR 4, ROOM 31, MRS FLETCHER

The Year 4 students put on their Biological Scientists and
Geographers caps, for their visit to the Perth Zoo. The day
included an African Safari Experience where the students learnt
about the struggle for survival in the African Savannah. They
also engaged in fun activities that highlighted the fact that the
south-west of Western Australia is a biodiversity hotspot which
needs our protection. It was a great day all round and helping
Memphis the Rhino celebrate his 30th birthday made the day
even more special.

learning italian

YEAR 4, ROOM 34, MRS STURGEON

In term 4 Italian classes, Year 3/4 students have been looking at
vocabulary and expressions related to clothing - i vestiti.
At the start of the unit, students created mini clothing dictionaries,
played vocabulary games to encourage retention of words, learnt
about masculine and feminine nouns and finally, how to describe
the colours of clothes.
This scheme of work culminated in students working in groups to
present a fashion parade.
Students chose a style of clothing, confidently walked the catwalk
and then described their clothes in front of the junior classes.
Un ottimo lavoro!
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working with tablets

YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE

This year, all the Year 5 students at Mount Hawthorn
were given the opportunity to work with tablets.
Personally, I think this was a great idea and I know
everyone else thinks so as well. Throughout the year
we were introduced to Google Classroom, Drive,
Google Docs, Google, Slides, Blockly and Spelling
City. I think this was important because in the future
everyone will need to know these skills in other
studies they may have. I loved using tablets because
it’s more fun than just writing on paper.
While using tablets we learnt a lot about more
important things to do with technology like
keyboard shortcuts and how to send projects in, as
well as much more. I enjoyed using Blockly, which
is an App used to control little robots called Dash
and Dot. I also enjoyed making slideshows because
you can do your report, but you can also make it your
own and play around with the design.
Using Google Classroom was fun because our
teacher could just send us a link and we can go on
with the work Mr McKenzie assigned us, instead of
having to copy the link off the board and take up
twice the amount of class time.
I loved using tablets this year and I look forward to
using them next year in Year 6. I think this is a great
program and I hope the next group of Year 5s can
use them as well. by Olive

aboriginal culture

YEAR 5, ROOM 35, MR MCKENZIE

As part of a grant Mr McKenzie received from
BankWest, our class had a series of lessons with Len
Yarran and artist Sharyn Eagan. We learnt all about
the Noongar lifestyle and how their seasons are
different from ours and are based on nature.
As a culmination to the project, we created pieces
of art based on what we learnt and then some of
our artworks will be incorporated onto a plaque
to recognise the original inhabitants, the Whadjuk
group, of the land the school is on.
The plaque will be completed next year and
commissioned at an assembly. The whole project
was so interesting and we all learnt so much!

peninsula farm

YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

For the second part of awesome Year 5 Excursion we
went to the amazing Peninsula Farm, also known
as Tranby House. We learnt that Peninsula Farm was
one of the first farms in the Swan River Colony. We
learned that the Hardey family owned Peninsula
Farm until 1913.
We had a great time walking around in the old
farmhouse while exploring the rooms. We stretched
what we would have seen if we were there when
the convicts boats pulled up. I thought it was an
excellent activity! We also loved weighing the food
on the scales to compare how much we eat today to
how much they ate.
Another interesting fact was that Joseph Hardey
built the house in 1839. Tranby House is the oldest
house in the metropolitan area. It was one of the first
farms to be established in the Swan river colony.
It was a fantastic day! by Hannah

east perth cemetaries

YEAR 5, ROOM 38, MR THOMPSON

Early in Term 2 the Mighty Year 5s went on an excursion to the East Perth Cemeteries. The excursion was for
our History Project about the Swan River Colony. East Perth Cemetery was the first cemetery established for
the Swan River Colony in 1829. It is located near Gloucester Park and the WACA.
Excursion day was a super rainy day which made visiting the graveyards a little bit eerie (and awesome). We
were welcomed by our tour guide Diane who told us the rules - one of which was not to walk over the graves.
I thought this might be to avoid waking up the Zombies but sadly was just to avoid being disrespectful.
During our activities we learned about the lives of early settlers and how hard it must have been for them.
For example lots of the people died younger than they do today as life was tough and conditions were harsh.
There were a lot of graves for babies because they were vulnerable to illnesses and diseases and medication
was not as advanced as it is today.
I found this excursion both interesting and sad all at the same time. Thanks to all the amazing Dads who
came along and kept us on track. Here is a joke I made up to lighten the mood:
Q- Why do all the graves at the East Perth Cemetery face the WACA?
A - The people were dying to see the cricket.
by Patrick

bike education

YEAR 5, ROOM 39, MR GRYTA & MRS MILES

During third term the Year 4 and Year 5 students participated in a bicycle education program under the
expert guidance of Mr Mike Slee. An enthusiastic and experienced cyclist who has ridden thousands of
kilometres across many continents, Mr Slee talked to the boys and girls of the health, environmental and cost
benefits of riding a bike versus using a motor vehicle.
Mr Slee stressed the need for the correct sized helmet to be worn and that they be fitted correctly. Basic
maintenance of brakes and tyres, ensuring the bicycle was the appropriate size for the rider and respect for
other road users were important safety issues that were also highlighted.
The boys and girls particularly enjoyed getting on their bikes and participating in the practical activities of the
program including emergency stopping and riding around an imaginary road system in the school grounds
putting into practice hand signals, braking quickly, developing peripheral vision and being courteous road
users.
As one Year 5 said, “Mr Slee knows so much about bikes and riding.” Thankyou Mr Slee for your great lessons
and the City of Vincent for your sponsorship of this programme.
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WA Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2017
In 2017 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students throughout Australia. The tables
below indicate the 2017 NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and
Numeracy. 2017 NAPLAN results are provided for Year 3 and 5 students and 63 former Year 6 students.
Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5 is based on student matching rather than
cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the Socio Economic Index (SEI). The SEI is an
index of socio-economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, family
income and single-parent family.

Proficiency Bands

PROFICIENCY
BAND

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

6-10

33%

38%

18%

46%

46%

23%

17%

23%

11%

26%

36%

20%

50%

51%

29%

5

22%

23%

18%

21%

23%

20%

51%

46%

34%

33%

26%

23%

27%

25%

24%

4

30%

26%

28%

19%

19%

23%

17%

20%

24%

26%

22%

23%

14%

11%

15%

3

10%

10%

19%

10%

9%

19%

12%

10%

21%

11%

12%

16%

6%

7%

12%

2

5%

3%

13%

3%

2%

9%

3%

1%

6%

3%

4%

12%

3%

4%

10%

1

0%

0%

5%

1%

1%

7%

0%

0%

4%

1%

1%

6%

1%

2%

10%
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PUNCTUATION
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STATE

WRITING

STATE

LIKE
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SCHOOL

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL
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LIKE
SCHOOLS

NUMBER

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

STATE

SCHOOL

YEAR 3
RESULTS

LIKE
SCHOOLS

Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10. The achievement scale represents increasing
levels of skills and understandings.

PROFICIENCY
BAND
8 - 10

15%

24%

9%

27%

32%

14%

4%

9%

3%

19%

30%

13%

29%

37%

17%

7

25%

31%

16%

34%

29%

20%

16%

18%

10%

21%

27%

19%

19%

18%

13%

6

35%

28%

29%

21%

24%

26%

29%

38%

28%

35%

27%

30%

26%

24%

25%

5

16%

14%

26%

10%

9%

18%

37%

29%

38%

16%

12%

22%

13%

11%

17%

4

7%

3%

15%

4%

5%

15%

10%

5%

11%

5%

3%

10%

11%

7%

19%

1-3

1%

1%

5%

4%

1%

7%

4%

2%

10%

3%

1%

8%

2%

3%

10%

LIKE
SCHOOLS
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SCHOOL

SPELLING

STATE

WRITING

STATE

SCHOOL

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

READING

LIKE
SCHOOLS

NUMBER

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

STATE

SCHOOL

YEAR 5
RESULTS

LIKE
SCHOOLS

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level.

PROFICIENCY
BAND

NUMBER

READING

WRITING

SPELLING

STATE

SCHOOL

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

STATE

LIKE
SCHOOLS

SCHOOL

STATE

SCHOOL

63 FORMER
YEAR 6
STUDENTS
RESULTS

LIKE
SCHOOLS

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level.

PUNCTUATION

9 -10

30%

12%

25%

14%

8%

4%

14%

9%

16%

10%

8

27%

15%

24%

20%

31%

12%

41%

23%

23%

14%

7

24%

28%

33%

26%

19%

19%

28%

27%

36%

28%

6

16%

25%

17%

18%

31%

26%

11%

20%

17%

23%

5

3%

16%

0%

15%

9%

25%

6%

12%

6%

13%

1-4

0%

5%

0%

7%

2%

14%

0%

8%

2%

12%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level.

Grade Distribution

Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report
grades. We collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to
moderate student achievements with all primary students in Semester One. In all learning areas and all year
levels MHPS compared favourably to other schools. This information could also be compared with NAPLAN
results of similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will be available in 2018 using Semester
2, 2017 report information.

National Reporting Requirements
STAFF ALLOCATION

STAFF QUALIFICATIONS

Current staffing allocations for MHPS are detailed in
the table below.

All the teaching staff meet the requirements
to teach in Western Australian schools and are
registered with the Western Australian College of
Teaching.

NO.

FTE

Principals

1

1.0

Deputy Principals

5

3.4

Total Administration

6

4.4

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

TEACHING STAFF
Level 3 classroom teachers

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
All teaching staff have engaged in professional
learning linked to system priorities and school
priorities. A major focus has been up-skilling staff in
Talk4Writing to support the priority area of writing.
Data literacy and case management were also focus
areas for professional learning.

STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATES
5

4.2

Teachers

52

36.6

Total Teaching Staff

57

40.8

The attendance rates for this year are not available
until the conclusion of the school year. Further
information regarding this data will be available on
the school website Term 1, 2018.

2017 DESTINATION YEAR 6 STUDENTS

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF
Clerical/Administrative

5

3.8

Gardening Maintenance

1

0.9

Other non-teaching staff

20

15.4

Total school support staff

26

20.1

TOTAL

89

65.3

DESTINATION HIGH SCHOOLS
83 Year 6 students graduated from Mount Hawthorn
Primary School, ready to move into various high
schools in 2018.
38 students went to Churchlands SHS,
15 went to Mount Lawley SHS,
6 went to Shenton College,
1 went to Perth Modern School.
23 went to other schools.

Churchlands SHS, 38
Mt Lawley SHS, 15
Shenton College, 6
Perth Modern School, 1
Other, 23
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year 6 activities

YEAR 6, ROOMS 21, 22 & 23, MRS GILLIES, MR LAWRENCE & MISS FRENCH

year 6 camp

This year, all the Year 6s went on an awesome
camp to Woodman’s Point. We had some delicious
food such as salad in rolls and sandwiches too.
We also had tacos (my personal favourite), stir fry
vegetables with noodles and many more delicious
foods throughout the two and a half days that we
were there. Each morning we woke to a stunning
breakfast of bacon, eggs and sausages on toast with
a drink on the side. We were split into boys and
girls dorms. The teachers ran fun contests within
our dorm and made the experience just that bit
better. The activities we completed included archery,
ultimate sports, flying fox, team building and sand
castle building on the beach. Ultimate sports
included Paper, Scissors, Rock competition, yabby
thumb wars and dodgeball. Flying fox was amazing
because you had to jump off a 10-metre platform.
The first night we had a movie night. We watched
Home Alone and Back to the Future Part 2 with
an intermission in the middle of the movies to
get lollies and to stretch our arms and legs. On
the second night two of the instructors came to
our dorms and told us how to play escape from
quarantine. We had to find 9 items to help us
“Escape from Quarantine”. Overall the activities
we completed were all 100% worth while and we
would highly recommend camp for everyone. On
behalf of all the Year 6 students we would like to

young innovators

take this opportunity to thank the teachers and staff
for setting up this wonderful camp that everyone
enjoyed. Thanks also to the parents that came and
helped out with the activities and also those who
were unable to attend because they had to stay
at home and work. Your joint contributions to the
excellent running of the camp were very much
appreciated. by Jimmy and Poppy
Camp was at Woodman Point and it was crazy fun!
Camp was amazing and one of the most coolest
experiences ever. There were awesome activities like
a flying fox that was very scary but after we did it
once we wanted to do it a million more times, rock
climbing, a team building activity where we worked
as a team to complete challenges and so many
more fun activities.
Getting to stay up very late was another highlight.
The first night we watched movies up until 11:40 and
the other night we played Escape the Quarantine
and then we watched another movie. The two
movies we watched were Home Alone and Back to
the Future. Camp is only three days and two nights
but it is so much fun. We all thought the camp went
by way too quickly. The only boring part of camp
is the bus on the way to and back from camp but
that was still fun. A great thing about the camp was
sharing a dorm room with your friends. by Prue,
Jada and Chloe

This year the annual Young Innovator Competition was on between the Year 6s. This competition is where
you must create a product with sustainable parts. The tasks we had to do were Task 1: Report, Task 2:
Brainstorm, Task 3: Market Research, Task 4: Scientific Experiment, Task 5: Product Survey and Analysis, Task
6: Problems and Solutions, Task 7: Slide Presentation on how I made my Product, Task 8: Advertising, Task
9: Evaluation,Task 10: Hand in Portfolio and Final Product. We had to make our product as well as doing the
tasks though for task 10 we had to bring in our product and a portfolio of all our tasks. Young Innovators
is a very big time-consuming piece of homework, so we had to make sure we scheduled everything in so
we could hand in everything on time. We were marked out of 20 for each task. At the end of the year, the
winners were announced. The winner was Kyle and Runner-Up was Emerson. In Term 4 on Open Day, the
Year 6s showed their products behind the Year 6 classes with their portfolios. Everyone created a different
product and enjoyed building it and maybe even using it. by Prue and Noah

scitech brainstorm challenGe

On Monday 16 October 2017, five other Year 6 students and I
represented school at the Scitech Brainstorm Challenge Day. We
were accompanied by Miss French, this year’s amazing science
teacher! Our absent-minded professor (Oscar) forgot he was
supposed to go to Scitech directly and went to school, asking
Mr Lawrence when the bus was coming! Luckily the joker arrived
at Scitech just before the competition started. We competed
against 50 other teams from public and private schools across
Perth. There were four different challenges: a Maths Quest,
an Engineering Challenge, a CSIRO Lab Challenge and an
Astronomy Quiz. There was also a Scitech show called Maths
+ Explosions. The two teams from Mount Hawthorn were: Bill
Nye’s Science Guys consisting of Oscar, Sage and Maia; and the
Subatomic Scientists consisting of Emanuel, Ruby and myself.
My favourite activity was the astronomy quiz where we learnt
how far away stars are and how we might one day travel far
beyond our solar system. Although neither team placed in the
top three this year, the academic-based day was a tonne of fun.
Thank you Miss French for organising it, as it was definitely a day
to remember.
I’m reading a book about anti-gravity….. It’s impossible to put
down! by Emerson

public speaking competition

robotics & coding

This year on Thursday 18 May, The 2017 Year 6 Public
Speaking Competition was held in the Lesser Hall at
Braithwaite Park. All Year 6 students had completed
a talk in class on a subject of their choice and five
students from each class were then chosen to compete
in the finals. The fifteen Year 6s competed against each
other, using persuasive texts they wrote themselves.
The competitors included these people; from room 23,
Oscar, Rohan, Olivia, Leilani and Stella. from Room 22,
Lottie, Maia, Austin, Prue and Sage and from Room 21,
Emanuel, Eloise, Ruby, Jimmy and Lily. The standard of
the speeches was amazing and everyone performed
very well but in the end there has to be a winner. In 4th
place was Emanuel, who spoke about how there could
be life on other planets. In 3rd, was Stella Long (myself),
who talked about why getting old isn’t so bad, in 2nd
was Maia, who gave a speech about the Hiroshima
bomb and in first place was Eloise with her speech
about the Mona Lisa. What a wonderful day. by Stella

On Friday 1 September, the Year 6 classes were taken to the Italian room to do coding with Scitech. We
coded robots to spin, play music, follow a red line and even wrestle. In the end team Angus and James team
won the wrestling with robot 5 but overall everyone was a winner because everyone got to code a robot
and have lots of fun while doing it, so that is a win to me. We did a type of coding called line coding used
for computer programming, the process of designing, writing, testing, debugging/ troubleshooting, and
maintaining the source code of computer programs. I wanted to know what others thought of the coding so
asked a few Year 6 kids in Room 23 to see what they liked about the Robotics and Coding Workshop and this
is what they said,
I liked the fact that we got to give something new a try. Chloe
It was something new and exciting that everyone got to do. Poppy S
I loved learning something new and having a go at controlling robots. Maddie
I loved the experience and coding a robot then watching it do the thing I wanted. Tom
I liked learning how to code robots and watch them move to the codes. Natarsha
I liked coding robots because I liked all the different sensors. I also enjoyed the ability to make music. Oscar
It was a very fun experience and everyone liked it so I think that there are lots of soon to be coders in Year 6.
by Leilani
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sport at mount hawthorn
MRS KENNY & MRS PUTT, SPORT

Swimming

On y March 2017 Years 4-6 took part in the Faction
Swimming Carnival. Each year the four factions
compete in swimming races such as freestyle,
backstroke and breaststroke. The carnival was held
in the inside pool at Challenge Stadium. It was great
fun! MHPS has many talented and competitive
swimmers. Everyone had a chance to be a winner
at this carnival. The competition was fierce for the
Champion Girl and Boy in each year group. At the
conclusion of the carnival the Champions received
their medallions from Tim Putt, a previous Menzies
Faction Captain.
The Champion Girl and Boy medallions in Year 6
were awarded to Mia Angeleski (Braithwaite Faction
Captain) and James Knapton (Shakespeare), our
runner ups were Maddie Irish and Jimmy Timcke.
The Faction Captains and Year 6 leaders did a great
job at leading the school and showing the public
how responsible and respectful MHPS students are.
Prior to this exciting event the whole school took
swimming lessons at Beatty Park Recreation
Centre where we learnt loads of different skills
and techniques for swimming races and survival
swimming. In between the races, each year group
had a go at the fun events that included a dog and
tail race, a kickboard race, a boogie board race and a
few others. Mr Norman got in the water and helped
out. He was the envy of all the teachers!
At the end of the day there could only be one
winner. The scores were very tight but Braithwaite
wowed us with their awesome swimming and came
in 1st place with 475 points, 2nd was Axford with
375 points, 3rd was Menzies with 273 points and
4th was Shakespeare with 268 points. Shakespeare
were extremely disappointed, seeing as they won in
2016. The Bonus Shield was awarded to Menzies (the
absolute best faction) for showing the most positive
encouragement and team spirit. It was one of the
best days of the year! The Faction Swimming Carnival
was such a great success because of the student
enthusiasm, and the support shown by parents and
teachers. This carnival was organised by Mrs Putt and

Mrs Kenny our awesome P.E teachers with help from
all the teachers. It was a wonderful day which will be
remembered by all the graduating students of 2017.
by Amelie

Interschool Swimming Carnival 2017
This year we had the interschool swimming carnival
at Challenge Stadium. It was a lot of fun. We
competed against 7 other schools and won! It was
held for the whole day and was only Year 4s, 5s, and
6s. Our best swimmer in Year 6 is Mia. She was in
Division A and won all her races resulting in being
awarded the Interschool Champion Girl in Year 6.
Another great swimmer from MHPS in Year 5 is
Josephine. She received runner up Champion Girl.
Wow, go girls!
The two interschool captains were Mia and James.
They led us in cheering when they weren’t racing.
If you weren’t in a lot of races you would just cheer
which was really loud. We practise this a lot at
school. We were all so glad we won and it was a
great day. by Ruby

athletics

The 2017 Faction Athletics Carnival was meant
to be on the 31 August but was delayed to 6
September due to weather conditions and lucky it
was postponed because the weather for the actual
day couldn’t have been any better. As soon as we
got there we marched into our 4 factions across the
oval to our bays and waited with anticipation for the
events to start. The first event was the Pre-primary’s
flat races and the Year 6 leaderball. A great way to
start a wonderful, fun filled day. The school was also
selling faction cupcakes decorated in the colours of
the faction. Everybody did the flat races and a few
team games. The team games included, passball,
leaderball, tunnelball and corner spry. The day was a
huge success and fun was had by all who attended.
In the end, Shakespeare were victorious and won
the faction carnival and Braithwaite were the proud
winners of the bonus points shield. by Natarsha

full steam ahead

MRS TOWNSEND, MRS MEYERS & MRS RUSSELL-LEWIS, STEAM TEAM
STEM or STEAM? STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics; and STEAM adds an
Arts focus, which could be for aesthetics, and the science within the Art component. At Mount Hawthorn we
use both acronyms. We are very proud to be one of 70 Teacher Development Schools (TDS) for STEM learning
and we were excited to showcase our work at the Department of Education STEM EXPO held at the Crown
and to more than 500 participants. Mount Hawthorn worked with Woodlands and Churchlands Primary
schools to develop amazing STEM programs that have inspired our students to love STEM learning.
STEAM was the focus of our Science week activities. A highlight was the Science assembly on Wednesday
morning hosted by Dr Bruce Webber, our CSIRO Scientist in Schools (SIS) scientist, parent and Board
member. An ecosystem was created, damaged and re-created using the students as different features within
the ecosystem. An entertaining and inspiring lesson for the students who will be protecting our “FUTURE
EARTH.”
Science week brought the school and community
together with student STEAMists creating
wonderful reinventions from recycled objects.
The ideas were both practical and awe-inspiring.
We thank you the parents and grandparents
for your support, which ensured a memorable
STEAM experience. 29 students were chosen
by their peers to win their class STEAM medal
and the competition was very close. The medals
were presented at assembly by Dr Bruce Webber,
together with Dr Steve Harvey of the CSIRO. Later
the medallists shared their creations with Mr Tim
Hammond, Federal member for Perth.
Mount Hawthorn has the invaluable support of the
many parents working in STEM occupations willing
to share their time and expertise to encourage
children in their STEM learning. Woodside staff and
Mount Hawthorn parents Karine Evesque and Mark
Watters inspired all our Year 2 and Year 4 classes
with a fantastic and fun lesson building children’s
understanding of the drilling process and the work
that Woodside does. As well, many students shared
that they wish to become an archaeologist after
parent and archaeologist, Shoni Lewis, shared all
the amazing things an archaeologist does.
Earlier in the year, UWA School of Sport Science
Exercise and Health’s piloting of the new UniActive PLUS project had 10 Talented Year 5
students involved for an hour a week in challenges interacting with technology (the UNI-BOTS) to complete
physical challenges. Computing, creative thinking and exercise together – that is a winner! Thank-you to
Amanda Derbyshire who regularly supports our school programs with the amazing Uni-Active!
Mr Mackesey says these opportunities are “GOLD” in that they bring the community into the school as experts
and role models, and this energises our students and gives a focus for their learning.
Coding, the language of computers; robotics, BeeBots, Osmos, Dash and Dots are all new learning at Mount
Hawthorn supporting students’ love of technology and providing opportunities for students to think critically
and creatively. The Year 5 and Year 6 BYOD tablet program offers the environment to maximise and integrate
this learning. However, the Pre-primary - Year 1 and Year 2 students have loved showing their older buddies
how to use this Technology. Computer Club, a weekly after-school computer coding group for children in
Years 3 and 4 is a School Board and P&C initiative supported by our SIS Scientist and parent, UWA lecturer
Adrian Keating. Computer Club is another way STEM learning is engaging and challenging students.
With science everywhere in the world around us, technology continuously expanding into every aspect of our
lives and mathematics essential to both, it is easy to see why STEAM learning is so important. As well, 70% of
jobs after university and the fastest growing occupations are currently STEM-based. Although girls perform
equally to boys in STEM learning, females make up only 22% of those studying and working in STEM in
Australia.
At Mount Hawthorn everyone shines with STEM and STEMinists abound!
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music at mount hawthorn
MRS HARDMAN, MUSIC

This year, the Year 3 classes used a range of
percussion instruments to help tell the story of The
Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson. We read the story and
then worked in groups to come up with ideas to use
tuned and non-tuned percussion instruments to tell
the story. We worked as a team and had great fun
making music and performing for the class.

community songs

MRS SMART, JUNIOR MUSIC

Each term this year, all the students at MHPS have
learnt a “Community Song” in music, which we have
enjoyed together at assemblies. During Term 3, we
have been learning a dance to go with the song “Try
Everything” by Shakira, which featured in the movie
“Zootopia”. The song has important messages about
not giving up, and the virtue of persistence. When we
all come together through music, there is a lot of joy
to be had!

Music Camp

At the end of the July holidays, the Years 5 and 6
instrumental students went on Music Camp to Ern
Halliday, Sorrento. This camp is run by the amazing
parents of our instrumental students.
Excitement filled the air as all the kids from band
and orchestra spilled out of their cars with pillows,
sleeping bags, clothes instruments and music stands.
Once in dorms, the buzzing students made their way
to a variety of activities:
• Sectionals, where specific instrumental groups
split up and rehearse together to perfect their
specific instrumental skills and songs;
• Eating delicious food while holding
conversation with old and new friends;
• Orchestra and band rehearsals, where these
amazing ensembles rehearse their pieces
• more eating of delicious food and networking
of friendships;
• Camp team building activities such as flying
fox, crate building, archery and caving
• even more eating and chatting and laughter;
• Spicks and Specks quiz night with fun
questions, singing and friendly competition.
The music camp concluded with a concert, where
all families were invited to watch an amazing
performance by both band and orchestra,
showcasing the talents of our amazing kids.

music performances

Our Choir, Band and Orchestra dazzled once again in 2017 with performances at Crown Theatre, the ABODA
Band Festival and our Annual Finale concert
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art at mount hawthorn

MRS EDMISTON, MISS REILLY AND MS BREILLY, ART SPECIALISTS

As usual the art room has been a hive of activity
throughout the year. We are continuing to focus on
a variety of skills across a wide range of mediums
from painting and drawing, textiles and stitching,
printmaking and puppetry, through to sculpting
and ceramics. The talents of our students are
demonstrated by the high standard of work they
continue to produce. We have seen all our skills
go from strength to strength across all year levels.
As there are now three specialists teaching art
throughout the school, the variety and diversity of
the children’s knowledge is becoming more evident.

Using a variety of art techniques, the Year 2s created
beautiful compositions of Monet’s garden with
themselves standing on the bridge. Year 1s also
focussed on Australian Aboriginal art styles. The
Mexican art style of painting on bark was discovered
by the Year 2s who developed beautiful Amate
style compositions, Year 3s discovered the amazing
paintings and printmaking techniques of Australian
Artist, Margaret Preston, and reproduced some lovely
work. The Year 6s once again produced amazing
graduation pictures based on the style of Andy
Warhol.

The ceramics program has continued to develop
throughout the year levels, from wind chimes,
to double pinch pot roosters and clay cottages.
Children in the upper grades have been creating
amazing knee masks and wall masks. I am
increasingly impressed with the high-level skills they
are developing.
Printmaking has also been a high focus point with
some fantastic projects being undertaken. Year 2s
were able to create a beautiful Monet compositions
using a variety of print making skills and then
transfer these skills across to creating lovely kite
skins. The Year 6 classes demonstrated a variety of
printmaking techniques from silk screening and lino
print techniques through to developing fantastic
collagraph prints.
One of highlights was the Laneways Festival where
Years 3 through to 5 set about creating the most
amazing umbrellas to display on the streets and
laneways of Mount Hawthorn. Students worked in
pairs to create beautiful designs then transfer them
onto umbrellas and worked studiously for many
hours. Many skills were finely honed as not only
were there many art principles and elements to be
considered there were also mathematical concepts
to be factored in. Thank you all.
Another major focus is artists and art history over a
variety of time periods in history. Our focus in the
junior years was Henry Matisse and Claude Monet.

Textiles were also undertaken this year with Year 3s
producing wall hangings incorporating sewing and
printmaking skills as well as soft sculptured fairy tale
toys. The Year 4s tackled long-stitch tapestry with
many excelling in creating some beautiful tapestries.
Knitted teddies were made by the Year 5/6 class to
send to children in Africa.
We would like to thank all the students for their
practise, patience and persistence throughout the
year.

