MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER TOWARDS THE FUTURE

introduction

TABLET PROGRAM

Students currently attending Mount Hawthorn Primary School (MHPS) will likely live into the 22nd century. Those
starting school this year, will begin to enter the workforce in the late 2020s or early 2030s. Technology including use of
your computer devices will shape the world our students will know and the jobs they will have.
75% of jobs in the fastest growing industries
require technology skilled workers, those who
have the skills to understand the technology fields
will be far better placed to succeed.
This presents a substantial challenge to ensure we
equip our students with a high level of technology
literacy and the problem solving and critical
reasoning skills required to capitalise on the jobs
of the future. Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) will
be used on a daily basis to support the learning
across Reading, Writing and Numeracy as well
as any topic or inquiry aspects. There is no set
time frame to this it will be purely a case by
case situation where students will be provided
with tasks that encourage the use of balanced
programme (including using their device). The
digital devices will act as a tool to enhance their
learning, but certainly won’t replace group or
individual teacher time in key learning areas such
as reading, written language or mathematics.
Providing our students at MHPS with ample
opportunities to access latest technologies to
support all of the learning areas will assist in
creating a solid foundation for future learning.
This includes, though is not limited to, new
technologies such as those in the BYOD program.
We believe use of these devices will complement
the learning experience and enhance greater
engagement with the teacher.

why use tablet technology?
Tablet devices allow students to have access to ‘anywhere, anytime learning’. The idea of mobile learning has taken off in
education systems around the world. Mobile learning allows students to access the Internet and email, use organisational
tools and engage with learning resources as never before.
Teachers can facilitate a change in student learning through the multi-media capabilities of tablet devices. Through the
Apple App Store and Google Play Store, teachers and students can access thousands of apps designed specifically for
educational purposes.
The use of apps as part of a well-planned learning and teaching program allow students to:
• express and develop ideas
• create digital texts
• facilitate teamwork and communication
• demonstrate thinking and creativity
• record themselves to engage in self-assessment practices
• review and build on skills and knowledge learnt during the day
• gain instant feedback

OUr Program
At Mt Hawthorn Primary School, our Year 5 students commence on a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Tablet Program.
Current recommendations for devices to purchase for students can be found on our website at
mounthawthornps.wa.edu.au/our-programs
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faq
HOW DOES THE USE OF TABLET TECHNOLOGY ALIGN WITH THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM?
The Western Australian Curriculum states that students develop ICT capability as they learn to use ICT effectively and
appropriately to access, create and communicate information and ideas, solve problems and work collaboratively in all
learning areas at school, and in their lives beyond school. The capability involves students in learning to make the most of
the digital technologies available to them, adapting to new ways of doing things as technologies evolve and limiting the
risks to themselves and others in a digital environment.
Incorporating tablet technology across learning areas gives students opportunities to develop and apply ICT capabilities
while adding depth and richness to learning and teaching programs.

WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTALLING APPLICATIONS ONTO THE DEVICES?
The school will inform parents of the apps that need to be downloaded. The apps will need to be downloaded at home.
To further support parent’s staff will ensure they are available to provide support and advice. In addition to this a Parent
Information session will be held to also provide parents with assistance in downloading the apps.

DOES THE SCHOOL HAVE A POLICY ON APPROPRIATE USE OF THE DIGITAL DEVICES AT SCHOOL?
Yes, the school has very thorough policies and a code of conduct for using tablets and other devices at school. This
includes the requirement of students to sign an agreement for using digital devices at school. The agreement clearly
outlines student expectations and complements the existing school ICT online code of conduct document which was
signed at enrolment. These documents will be made available to parents via the school website or upon request.

WILL STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET ON THEIR BYOD IPAD DEVICES AT SCHOOL?
Yes, students will have access to complete some tasks. All access is monitored via the school network monitoring and
filtering system. As part of internet access all students are taught appropriate and safe use of accessing online resources.

HOW WILL DIGITAL DEVICES BE SECURED AT SCHOOL?
Students will not be permitted to use devices in the school grounds (unless under teacher instruction), before school, at
recess or lunch, or after school. Classrooms will be routinely locked when no one is present.

WHAT IF THE DEVICE IS DAMAGED OR LOST?
No responsibility is taken by the school for loss or damage of personal devices. However, we fully support students in
every way we can to take good care of their device.

WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CHARGING THE DEVICES?
Digital devices will need to be charged each night at home.

WHAT OTHER SUPPORTS ARE BEING PUT IN PLACE TO ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAM AND
SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN?
For Students:
• On-going Cybersmart education
• Code of Conduct
• Workshop opportunities for students to share and teach
their parents about their device usage for learning
• Skills for life: guest speakers and learning opportunities
provided with respect to the healthy use of technology
eg. vision and posture, physiotherapy. 8 For Parents:
• Cybersmart presentations
• Parent and child tablet education sessions
• Managing children and technology behaviour
management workshops
• Skills for life: guest speakers and learning opportunities
provided with respect to the healthy use of technology
eg. vision and posture.
• Individual support with ICT coordinator.
For Teachers:
• On-going in-situ professional learning
• Six expert teachers identified as mentors for others
with the end goal being all MHPS teachers highly
competent in the use of technology for learning
• Technical support
Other:
• Current research posted on webpage
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